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Foreword
"When your children shall ask their father's in time to come saying, "What mean these
stones?" ........then ye shall let your children know.......... " (Joshua 4: 21, 22)
he 75th Anniversary of Jehovah Shammah gives us an opportunity to reminisce on
the years gone by and the faithfulness of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who has
kept His Word, "I will build my Church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it".
(Matthew 16:18)

T

We remember with gratitude Bro. Bakht Singh and his co workers who entered this
compound on the 12th of July 1941. Their tears and toil have established the Church at
Jehovah Shammah and made it a nodal point for the spread of the Gospel of Christ and
the establishment of the New Testament pattern church all over India and throughout
the world.
We received an ove1whelming response to our announcement asking for testimonies
and memories of the ministry in relation to the history of Jehovah Shammah. This
compilation is based on the write ups and photographs we have received. We express
our gratitude to the contributors.
We dedicate this Souvenir, containing direct accounts from the pioneering servants
of God and memories of believers who have seen the early days of the ministry, to the
memory of all the saints of God who have labored in Jehovah Shammah.
At this significant juncture in the history of Jehovah Shammah, we "remember the works
of the Lord" and "remember His wonders of old" (Psalm 77: 12). We prayerfully place
this Souvenir in the hands of the younger generation of believers and urge them to be
torch bearers of the "Heavenly Vision" to which we have strived to be true for 75 years.
Elders of Jehovah Shammah
Bro. H.V. Srinivasan, Bro. Eddy Williams, Bro. M. Jeremiah,
Bro. A. Maxwell, Bro. S. Amos and Bro. Dr. M. Balu David
7thMay2016
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How I Got Joy Unspeakable and Full of Glory

y these words the Lord is definitely pointing out that he takes first step in choosing. We
do not know Him first; and it is only when we accept Him as our Lord and Saviour that
we understand this mystery. I would like to tell you how the Lord chose me. I was very bitter
against the Gospel of Christ. Though I was educated in a mission high school in the Punjab
and spent seven years there, I never cared to know anything about Christ. Most of us boys
who were studying in the school hated Christians, and we used to make fun of Bible teachers
and pastors. For five years I was in the boarding house. The Hindus and the Mohammedans
lived on one side and the Christians on the other. During my five years' stay in that boarding
house I do not think I ever visited the Christian side. That will give you some idea of my
bitterness towards Christianity. I do not remember what I learned in those days, but I
recollect that I used to hate the Christian boys who were studying with me. Most of us Hindu
boys had a similar hatred against Mohammedans. But while with Mohammedan boys we
used to play and talk freely, I do not think we ever made friends with Christian boys. Once
I had a beautiful Bible given to me after I had passed my Intermediate examination. I tore
away the contents and kept the cover because of the beautiful leather binding. Throughout
my school and college days I remained a bitter enemy of the Gospel of Christ. I was very
orthodox in my own religion and spent many hours in the Sikh temples observing all the
religious rites. Some of you may know that the Sikhs are well known for social service. I also
took an active part in such work but I cannot say that I ever got any real joy in observing such
rites or doing such service.

B

During my school days I used to have a dream. The Dream was that I was climbing a high
and steep hill. With great difficulty and struggle I would reach the top. As soon as I reached
it, somebody would come along and hurl me down. As I fell, the sharp points of the rocks
would dig into my ribs. Thus I would be in great pain, so much so that I would cry out in my
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dream. But in the end I would find myselflying on soft silk cushions, so soft that I would sink
into them. This lying on soft cushions would give me a heavenly feeling and I would say that,
if one could get such joy on silk cushions, it was worth undergoing all the pain endured while
falling down. When I was at the age of nine or ten I used to have this dream, but about six
years ago this dream came to me, again, and the Voice said to me, "This is your testimony."
Like every schoolboy, I had many ambitions and ideas. Some of them were very high and
some of them low, some of them noble and some of them base. With all humility I can say
that I realized all my ambitions and desires. It is saying much, but there is not a single desire
that I have not satisfied. My efforts and plans to satisfy my desires can be compared to my
climbing this steep hill. But at every self-satisfaction and self-realization I was disappointed
and disillusioned. So the disappointments and disillusionment represent my fall from the
top of the hill. But the day came in my life when I experienced the joy of lying on the soft silk
cushions and that day was when the Spirit and the life of Jesus Christ entered into my life.
My ambitions in life had been to go to England, travel around the world, obtain high
education, enjoy the friendship of all kinds of people and remain faithful to my religion.
Similarly I had a desire to wear smart clothes and eat high class food. I did not have these
desires at an early age but they came later on and I was able to satisfy them all. My father was
not at all in favour of my going to England. He told me that he would give me any amount
of money as he wanted me to help him in his business. He had set up a new cotton factory
and he told me that he was counting on me, as the eldest son, for help. But I would say that I
must go to England. After my B.A. examination I became very sad because my father would
not let me go to England and nothing else would satisfy me. We were six brothers and my
mother loved me more than any other of her children. So she said, " I will help you to go
to England but promise me that you will not change your religion." I said to my mother,
"Do you really believe that I would change my religion?" as at that time I was very proud of
my Sikh religion. When I assured her about my loyalty and faithfulness she persuaded my
father to let me go. My father being a business man was thinking in terms of money; my
mother being a religious person was thinking in terms of religion. My father, however, said
that he would try and send me all the money I needed and I promised that I would live very
economically.
In September 1926, I reached England and joined the Engineering College in London for
the Mechanical Engineering Course. When I got there I discovered that one could live very
comfortably on eighty rupees a month. So I asked my friend why he wrote to me to come
prepared to spend Rs. 300 a month. I said I was going to write to my father not to send me
more than Rs. 80 a month. My friend said to me, "Don't be hasty. You wait for a few months
and you will learn all about it." So I accepted his advice. With the result that I had to send
false accounts. I used to write to my father, "I have spent Rs. 295.56 this month'', even

2

I. How I Got Joy Unspeakable and Full of Glory

though I spent only eighty rupees. Thus for seven months I was able to save sometimes Rs.
200, sometimes Rs. 250 a month and I remember I had at the end of the period Rs. 1600
in the bank. For the first three months in England I remained faithful to my religion. I kept
my long hair and beard because the Sikhs never get their hair cut from any part of the body.
Then I lost faith in keeping a long beard and hair but did not have the courage to get them
cut. So I kept them on for six months, because I was afraid of what my friends would say if
my beard were shaved, At last I thought of a solution. I said to a friend of mine that I would
get them cut gradually, some that day, some the next day and in a month time all of it, I
thought that by this means I would not feel embarrassed but what he did was to cut the beard
from one side and leave the other half. So I said to him, "You may as well cut all". When I
became clean - shaven I became an atheist, a socialist and a free thinker, and I said I would
soon become a full-fledged European. Then I started smoking though as a Sikh I had never
touched tobacco, I began to purchase expensive cigarettes and bought a gold case, and took
great pride in showing the golden cigarette case to everyone. The next thing I did was to learn
the use ofliquor. I used to have very expensive clothes and spent Rs-400 for a suit, as much
as Rs.35 for a shirt, Rs.20 for a tie and Rs.50 for a pair of shoes. Thus my savings of seven
months I spent in one month. I learned then why my. friend said no to be hasty. With great
difficulty I learned all the Western customs and manners. Although I never relished their
food, yet I learned to eat with a knife and fork. I was regular in visiting theatres, cinemas and
dancing halls. I had to master everything, or, in other words, do as they did and live as they
lived. I lived like this for about two years. Just as I was finishing my course I asked myself
a question, "What have I gained in England?" I knew I had learned to wear a collar and tie,
to polish my shoes, to brush my hair and to say "Thank you" and "I am sorry" many times
a day, because the more you say "Thank you" and "I am sorry" the more you are considered
to be cultured. I had learned to be fashionable and to drink as they drank; in other words, I
had learned how to worship my body. Then I began to ask the question," Am I more happy
than I used to be?" But the state in my mind told me that I was far worse, for I had become
selfish, proud and greedy. The respect towards parents and friends was -one. I had learned
to tell lies politely and to deceive my parents. I had learned that one could do evil, provided
he did it secretly. I had travelled all over Europe and England; had been to museums, art
galleries and picture palaces; had worn expensive clothes; had eaten grand meals; had made
friends with rich and poor, high and low; had taken part in social functions; had indulged
in amusements; had acquired as much education as I wanted; yet I was unhappy. Then I
thought perhaps it was due to the fact that I was not fully civilized. So I began to ask my
English friends; "Are you happy?" I asked this question of students, professors and clerks
I used to say, "You have cot beautiful homes, lovely children, extensive parks, and can get
almost anything for bodily comforts. Are you Happy?" Still I could not come across anyone
who was really happy. So I said to myself that the whole world is "vanity of vanities". I used

3

to think if India were civilized it would become a heaven, and that education and sanitation
would remove all evils from India. Now I saw that England could not get rid of her evils by
education and sanitation. Rather I saw far more evils in England than in India. So I was
convinced that culture and education could not solve this problem. I used to consider the
question in this manner: A poor man in India uses a dirty rag, to cover his wound, while a
rich man in England conceals his wound with bandage beautifully white and three yards
long, which however, cannot remove the pus and the dirt underneath.
In the year 1928 a party of students was going, to Canada on a holiday trip. I wanted to
go with the party but the secretary would not let me go. He said that the Americans did
not know how to treat the Indians. So he advised me not to go with the party. I told him I
was prepared for any kind of treatment and joined them on the ship, determined to show
that I could do whatever they did. As there was a big party on board they had all kinds of
amusements and I began to take part in all these functions. On the 10th of August, 1928, I
saw a notice showing that a service would be held in the first-class dining saloon at noon. I
said to p:iyself that as my friends and companions would be going to the service. I should also
go but a fear came to me, as I had never been to a church before. But I said to myself that I
had been to picture palaces, dancing and drink saloons and they had done me no harm. So I
thought a Christian place of worship too would do no harm. Moreover, I had heard that the
first class dining saloon was a grand place, and I thought it would be a good opportunity to
see it. So convincing myself with these arguments I went and occupied one of the back seats.
When they all stood up to sing hymns I stood up too, and when they sat down I sat down too,
and when the preacher began to preach, I went to sleep as I did not want to listen. When the
sermon was over they all knelt down to pray and I was the only person who kept sitting in
the chair. I said, "These people do not know anything about religion. They have exploited my
country and I have seen them eating and drinking. What do they know? After all my religion
is the best religion." So my national, intellectual and religious pride prevented me from
kneeling and I wanted to go out. But I found one man kneeling on the right and another on
the left and I said it would not be right for me to disturb them. Still I could not kneel. Then
I began to say, "I have been to Mohammedan mosques and Hindu temples. I have taken
off my shoes and washed my feet to show respect for those places. I must honor this place
too out of courtesy." So breaking my national pride, I knelt down. Please note that this was
the first time I was attending a Christian service. I had never read the Bible before nor had
anyone spoken to me about salvation. When I knelt down I felt a great change coming over
me. My whole body was trembling. I could feel divine power entering into me and lifting
me up. The first change that I noticed in me was that a great joy was flooding my soul. The
second change was that I was repeating the name of Jesus, I began to say, "Oh, Lord Jesus,
blessed be the name, blessed be Thy name." The name Jesus became very sweet to me.
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Before, I used to despise the very name, and during discussions and conversations I had
made fun of it. Another change I found was that I felt one with Europeans. During my stay
in London I never felt their equal, Sometimes I was their superior, sometimes their inferior,
when I used to talk to the English people I felt superior. I used to say that I belonged to an
ancient country having an ancient culture; but when I used to talk to Indians I felt inferior
saying that we did not know how to eat or dress properly. But this was the first time I was
feeling quite their equal.
I stayed for three months in Canada, We travelled a great deal and came back to England,
where I decided to attend a church service, So in the month of November, 1928 I attended
m first Christian service in a church. When the people came out after the service, I began to
look at them but I could not find any joy in their faces. I said surely these people had come
for a funeral. I could not understand why they were looking so serious. I felt that there was
something wrong, because my conception was that those who know Christ must be very
happy. From that time I stopped going to church on Sundays but used to go on weekdays
when the church was empty. In the city of London there are grand old churches where I
spent hours sitting on empty benches, and I felt great, peace there. One year passed by, but
I never told my Christian experience to anyone nor did I have the courage to do so, but the
desire I had for smoking and drinking was all gone. Nobody told me to give this up, but I was
so happy that I did not have the need for stimulants.
In 1929 I came back to Canada. I had to go there to finish my Agricultural Engineering
course. I had to spend some time in the factories where they manufactured the agricultural
implements, and had to go to the farms, where these implements were being used. In the
month of December I came to the city of Winnipeg. On the 14th of December, 1929, I said
to a friend of mine, "Could you lend me a Bible?" He looked very much surprised and said,
"You, a Hindu and an Indian, want to read the Bible? I have heard that Hindus do not like
the Bible." I said, "You are right. These very hands have torn up a Bible. These very lips have
blasphemed against Christ. But for the last eighteen months I have a great love for the Lord
Jesus. I love His very Name, which sounds so sweet to me. But I do not know yet anything
about His life and teaching." My friend put his hand into his pocket and gave me his pocket
New Testament. From that day till now his Testament has been with me. This was my first
pocket Testament. I brought it to my room and began to read from the Gospel of St. Matthew.
I kept on reading till three in the morning as I became engrossed in the Word of God. In the
morning I found the whole ground covered with snow, and I remained all day in bed, just
to read. The second day I was just reading the Gospel of St. John, 3rd chapter, when I came
to the 3rd verse. I stopped at the first part of the verse. The words, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you" convicted me. Just as I read these words my heart began to beat faster. I felt someone
was standing beside me and saying again and again, "Verily, Verily I say unto you." I used
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to say, "The Bible belongs to the West," but the voice said, "Verily, verily I say unto you".
I have never felt so much ashamed as I felt then, because all the blasphemous words I had
uttered against Christ came before me. All my sins of school and college days came before
me. I learned for the first time that I was the greatest sinner, and I discovered that my heart
was wicked and filthy. My petty jealousies against my friends, my enemies, my wickedness
were all clear before me. My parents thought that I was a good boy, my friends regarded me
as a good friend, and the world considered me a decent member of society, but only I knew
my real state. Tears were rolling down my cheeks and I was saying, "Oh! Lord, forgive me.
Truly I am a great sinner." For a time I felt that there was no hope for me, a great sinner. As
I was crying again the Voice said, "This is my body broken for you; this is my blood shed for
the remission of your sins." So I knew that the blood of Jesus only could wash away my sins.
I did not know how, but knew that the blood of Jesus only could save me. I could not explain
the fact, but joy and peace came to my soul; I had the assurance that all my sins were washed
away; I knew that the Lord Jesus was reigning in my heart. I just kept on praising Him.
After two days the same friend came to me and said, "It is Christmas time, and it is our
custom to give our friends some presents." I said, "Please do not give me any presents,"
because I did not have any money to return him a present. But he insisted and so I said,
"Alright, if you want to give me a present, give me a Bible as I have only a New Testament
with me." He took me to the bazaar and said to me, "Make your own choice." He gave me the
Bible which I have with me, the book that I love most and which is so dear to me. So I went
to my room and started with the book of Genesis. I was so engrossed in it that I used to spend
sometimes fourteen hours at a stretch, reading it. On the 22nd of February, 1930, I finished
the whole Book. In the meantime I had also studied the New Testament several times. Then I
started reading the Bible a second and third time. I gave up reading magazines, newspapers
and novels. I had accepted the Bible as the Word of God from the first verse of Genesis to
the last verse of Revelation, and no doubt has ever entered into my mind regarding any
verse. Formerly I used to wonder why some Christians had joy and some had not. But later
I found out that those who entertained doubts about the Bible did not have real joy. Before
I could not understand the evils I h ad been noticing around me, but the Bible solved all my
difficulties. For two years I kept on reading the Bible. During my second reading, I came
to the verse in Heb. 13:8: "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever." I had been
suffering from nasal catarrh for many years. I had consulted the best English doctors, but
they had done me no good. My eyesight too had become very weak. So I prayed, "Wilt thou
heal my nose and give me eyesight?" In the morning when I woke up, I found to my great joy
I was healed. That revealed to me that my Lord Jesus Christ was the same yesterday, today
and forever. From that time, I have had the privilege of praying for the healing of many and
the Lord has wonderfully answered my prayers.
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On the 4th of February, 1932, I was baptized in Vancouver, Canada, and after baptism I
was going on from place to place giving my testimony. During the first week of April, 1932,
I was invited to give a talk about India. After the meeting was over they kept on asking
questions, "What do you think of the missionary work in India?" I began to criticize it very
harshly. As I came home and knelt down to pray, I found I could not pray and the Voice said
to me, "Who are you to interfere in my work? You want others to be sacrificing but yourself
lead a life of comfort." These words pierced my heart like a sword. They were true. I had so
many plans to come back as an Engineer. I had said that I would give all my money for the
Lord's work. But He said, "I do not want your money; I want you." That morning I knelt
down and asked His forgiveness and said, "Oh! Lord, wilt thou accept me? I am prepared to
go anywhere, whether to India, China or Africa. I am going to give up everything for thee,
friends, relations, belongings." The Lord said, "You will have to live on faith. You must not
ask anyone for anything, not even your friends or relations. You must not ask for even a
cup of coffee; you are not to make any plans." I said, "Lord, on the one hand you want me
to give up all my claims on my property and home, and on the other hand you want me to
live simply by faith. Who is going to provide for my needs?" The Lord said, "That is not
your bu~iness." Although, six years have passed, I cap testify to His glory that I have never
asked any man for anything, not even my best friends. But the Lord is richly supplying all
my needs. For one year I remained in America as a preacher, because I had given up all my
plans to become an Engineer.
On the 19th of October, 1932, I wrote to my father about my conversion. On the 15th of
November I prayed that the Lord might send someone to my father to explain the letter,
which I had written to him about my conversion, as it was a long letter and I had given
references from Genesis to Revelation. On the same day my father went to see an American
missionary in my hometown. On the 21st of November, 1932 when he got my letter, he
went to see the same missionary with whom he had become acquainted and said to him,
"I have this letter containing many references from the Bible. Can you explain them?" The
missionary gave him a Bible in Urdu and explained to him how to look up references. After
looking up all the references, he was convinced that my conversion was according to real
conviction. So he wrote to me saying that he had no objection and that he was pleased to
know that I was happy in my faith.
On the 6th of April, 1933, I arrived in Bombay after seven years of absence. My father and
mother came to meet me. When I came down from the ship the first thing my father said
to me was, "Only your mother and I know about your conversion. Will you please keep it a
secret and call yourself Sikh for the sake of the family honour? You can read the Bible and
go to church but do not tell anyone that you are a Christian." I said, "Can I live without
breathing? When Christ is my life how can I live without Him?" I told him that I had given
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my whole life to Christ." He asked me, "Are you going to become a missionary? Are you
going to be a padre?" I said," No." He replied, "if you are no good to us why don't you be of
some good to yourself. If you become a padre or a missionary somebody will at least respect
you. When you are going from place to place, who will listen to you and how will you support
yourself?" I explained that God had called me for this work, but he could not understand.
He said, " If you cannot keep the matter secret you cannot come home." So my father and
mother left me in Bombay, and I began to do some Christian work there. After two or three
weeks I got a letter from my sister. She wrote to me, "I have heard that you have come back.
Will you come and see me?" She did not know that I had become a Christian. She thought I
was merely trying for a job in Bombay, so I went to Karachi to see her. When my sister saw
me preaching in the bazaar and going to church, she wrote to my father saying, "Things
are dangerous. Come soon." My father came to Karachi immediately. The same evening
there was a family gathering-my sister, brother-in-law, my brothers, and my father. My
sister became very angry and began to abuse me. She said to me, "You have left a high and
noble religion and have become an outcaste." I said, "I am worse than an outcaste, because
you cannot see the state of my heart. The Lord Jesus has told me that I am the greatest
sinner. When I said that my sister became very angry and started to say some words against
Christ. My father asked for my Urdu Bible and I gave it to him. He began to read from the
New Testament certain passages. "We sent for you to reprimand him, but you are preaching
for Christ," said my sister. My father replied, "You have no right to say anything against
the Lord Jesus, because you do not know anything about Him. You can say what you want
against your brother but do not say anything against Christ." They were all taken by surprise
and the meeting came to a close.
The next day my father attended a church service. After the service we were walking in
the street when I met a Sikh whom I had the privilege of bringing to Christ. He told his
experience to my father. My father said to him that when he had left me in Bombay he
became unhappy and went to see sadhus and sanyases and asked them how to get peace. But
all of them said that it was a difficult thing to achieve. So one Sunday my father happened to
pass by a Church in Lahore. The service was about to commence, and so he got in without
any particular intention and occupied a back seat. Just as the service began he saw a great
light. As he saw the bright light shining he cried, "Oh Lord, Thou art my Saviour too." Then
a Great peace came to his soul. Before leaving Karachi, my father said to me, "You can come
home whenever you want." So I went home. All my friends, relatives came to see me, and
from morning till night they continued to reprove. Every man and woman had something
to say. However I kept quiet. Afterwards my father said to me, "Why don't you .give your
testimony in the Church?" But the Indian padre in the local Church would not agree, He
said, "You have so many relations and friends in this town it would be dangerous, as they
are bound to create trouble." I said, "I am prepared for everything." So in the newly built

8

was Paul. If you want to be freed from fear and doubt, learn to pray. Years later, Paul also
was begging and beseeching for prayer (Romans 15:30). It was not an ordinary appeal. He
learnt the lesson of prayer from the beginning itself. Those who cut short their prayer time
will not be able to obey God. However weak we may be, by prayer we receive that strength
to obey God.
The second time that the Lord appeared to Paul was in Acts 18:9. By now he has become a
witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. He had some boldness in the beginning but that was not
enough. Through opposition and persecution the Lord taught him to be a bolder witness.
Evidently Paul faced much persecution to be the Lord's witness. The Lord spoke to Paul in
the night by a vision, "Hold not thy peace: For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to
hurt thee for I have much people in this city" (Acts 18.9-10). When we go from place to place
to preach the gospel, and face some persecution, we are frightened and feel like running
away from that place. Rather than getting strength and staying where they should be, many
people lose their faith in difficulties. The Lord was saying to Paul, "Be not afraid". That was
the experience of the apostle Paul from the beginning. Peter and John also were threatened
and commanded not to speak at all nor teach in the Name of Jesus (Acts 4:18, 21).
We have seen how Peter and John were threatened and commanded not to speak at all
nor teach in the Name of Jesus. All of us sometimes when we are threatened, we become
afraid and then we will not witness. Such fear is common to all. The Lord wants to make us
stronger and bolder and so He allows oppositions and threatening. Our stay upon this earth
is only for a short time. Going by the Lord's words in Acts 18:10, there were many people for
Him in the city of Corinth. Paul remained there for one and a half years to preach the Word
of God. Whatever God commands, we should obey even in the midst of much persecution.
In fact, we must thank God for thy persecution.
When we started the work in-Madras in the year 1940, the enemy came upon us as a flood.
But we thank God for it. Friends became enemies. Many terrible things happened. Then we
began to fast and pray morning, midday, and night, and the Lord took away all our fear. We
could see that many were willing to hear God's message. But when we started it was a small
number. For the 'breaking of bread' there were only twenty five people. In the beginning the
believers were afraid to come out of their denominations but because of their longing to be
obedient to the Lord's revelation they overcame their fear. When we are afraid we will not
be able to show to others what God has revealed to us "Those things, which ye have both
learned, and received and heard, and seen in me, do: 'and the God of peace shall be with
you" (Philippians 4.9). We must be true to whatever the Lord has taught us through His
servants, and whatever we have learned by experience. We must be faithful to our vision
and testimony. That is how we can defeat the devil. In the end days the devil comes in three

12

I. How I Got Joy Unspeakable and Full of Glory

church, meetings were held and people of all classes came. There was hardly any room
left either outside or inside. There I gave my testimony. After the meeting was over, many
people gathered around me and said, "We want to ask you some questions." I said, "Yes,
you are quite welcome." The first question was "Does your religion allow you to disobey
your parents? Does your love permit you to disappoint your parents? When your father had
spent Rs. 25,000 on your education, surely it was your duty to ask his consent before you
became a Christian. Look at your father; he is broken-hearted. Do you call this love?" I was
about to answer when my father spoke out. My father has a loud voice, as I have. So he said
as loudly ~s he could, "I am not at all broken-hearted. Why do you drag my name into it?
I am convinced that my son has real peace. Before you ask any more questions, I want to
know whether there is anyone standing here who can say that he has eternal peace in him.
I know that my son has real peace. Please come forward if you have. I will not allow anyone
to ask these questions unless he has real Peace." When the people heard this they looked at
me and my father and dispersed one by one. Since then I have had the privilege to go to my
hometown many times, and have conducted several meetings in the local church.
PS: This is an excerpt from How I found Joy Unspeakable and Full of Glory. More details
about his testimony are available in Skill ofHis Loving Hands by Brother Bakht Singh.
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Heavenly Vision by Brother Bakht Singh
(Taken from special edition of Hebron Messenger for
Jehovah Shammah, 1966)

25th

Anniversary of

"Hereupon, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision" Acts 26:19
he life and testimony of God's servant, apostle Paul, can be summed up in Acts 26:19.
Whatever God revealed and commanded him he obeyed. Most of us learn many things
from God's Word but do not obey. God reveals to us some mysteries and shows us His ways
but we never obey. Some people think that they have to suffer a great loss if they obey. They
think by obeying God they are doing a favour to Him. Even though God's love and mercies
are so very great yet we find some believers living a life of defeat and barrenness, because
they are not obedient to what God has revealed to them. We should remember that the price
we have to pay for disobedience is far greater than the price we have paid for obedience. No
one ever suffered any loss, by obeying. Yet many are afraid to obey because the enemy has
brought some defeat in their lives. Some are afraid to obey God in the matter of baptism or
to live a life of separation. Others are afraid to find God's will lest they should lose what they
want. Some do not come for the open- air preaching because they are ashamed to carry
their Bibles. They do not mind carrying their children even if they are dirty. Some are afraid
to give their testimony in their offices. Some are afraid to change their heathen names for the
sake of jobs. All these fears bring loss in our lives.

T

Unless we obey God fully, we cannot grow spiritually. Whenever we obey God we will have a
greater revelation from Him. God never reveals everything at a time. We have to obey Him
step by step. If there is any disobedience in our lives we have to ask forgiveness from the
Lord before we go further ...
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ways. He has three great weapons against God's people and God's servants. The devil is a
great deceiver, accuser of the brethren and a great persecutor (Revelation 12:9-10, 13). He
discourages God's people in these three ways and hinders them from obeying the Lord fully.
The Lord has given three weapons to the believer to defeat the three devices of the devil
(Revelation 12:1).
We can defeat the enemy by three spiritual weapons: first of all by the Blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and then by the word of our testimony, and lastly by remaining faithful unto
death. The very moment we are defiled by thought, word or deed, we can claim the cleansing
power of the precious Blood of the Lord and be kept constantly clean. Secondly we must
testify to others what we have heard, what we have received, and what we have learned from
the Lord and not hide it.
By hiding we become weak; by sharing we become bold and strong. Even in extreme suffering
we must be bold enough to testify about the saving power of the Lord, so that we may receive
His strength. See what God was saying to Paul. "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy
peace: For I am with thee" (Acts 18:9, 10). Thirdly, we should remain faithful to the Lord,
even unto death.
The third time that the Lord appeared to Paul in recorded in Acts 22: 17-22. In chapter 18,
we have seen that he was told to stay there in Corinth as His witness. But this time he had
to go away at the Lord's command. We cannot do anything for God by our own thinking or
reasoning. Going by His own wisdom, Paul wanted to stay there himself. But the Lord said,
"Get thee quickly out of Jerusalem" (Acts 22:18). The Lord had an entirely different plan for
him. Paul was ready to go far away at the Lord's command, because there he would receive
better response to God's Word. We should not be governed by our own thinking and plan. If
we go on obeying the Lord, He will guide us step by step.
The fourth appearance is mentioned in Acts 23:11. If the Lord wanted He could have sent
angels to deliver Paul. But that was not God's plan. He wanted him to enjoy extra strength
and grace and the consciousness of His presence through his trials. Further, God wanted
him to be a witness before the Roman officers, other people, before Caesar and above all,
before Satan and his angels. The Lord was preparing him gradually for that purpose. Before
he went to Rome he had to go through extreme persecution. All the leading men such as the
priests and the Sadducees brought false charges against him. They wanted to beat him and
even stone him. But the following night the Lord said to him, "Be of good cheer, Paul: for as
thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome" (Acts 23:11).
So, if we desire to have a full revelation of the Lord's grace we have to go through great
persecution and trial.
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Now we will see how the Lord gave seven visions to Paul the apostle. In every vision the Lord
showed him something and he obeyed. Whenever the Lord showed him anything he obeyed.
God did not show him everything at the beginning. But as he went on obeying whatever
was shown, he received further revelations. First of all we can see how the Lord appeared
to him in Acts chapter 9:3-7. Before God revealed anything to him He had to break him of
every pride. That is how God deals with any one of us for the first time. The apostle was full
of zeal for God. He knew the Scriptures so well as he was taught by Gamaliel. But he had to
be emptied of all that. That is why the light came from heaven and he fell down; he became
blind and needed someone to lead him. Thus God broke his plan and also his pride. That is
how we first experience our living God. If God has to work in us and through us, we have to
be broken of every kind of pride. We have to see how foolish we are even to think that we are
right before God. Paul thought that he was serving God even when he was persecuting God's
people. He never knew that he was the enemy of God.
By nature, we also are the enemies of God, and yet sometimes we think that what we are
doing is right. When God's light shines upon us, then we begin to see. This is the first
revelation of God. The Lord broke completely the pride of Apostle Paul. Then be humbled
himself, and did what the Lord commanded him to do. The Lord said, Arise, and go into
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do" (Acts 9:6). He had to listen to an
unknown believer at that time. Ananias was an ordinary believer, not a well known person.
Paul was a great man. But he had to go to him to receive more instruction from him. That is
how Paul had to be emptied completely. Before that he was extremely proud of himself. See
what he writes concerning himself, "Circumcised the eighth day of the stock of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning
zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless"
(Philippians. 3:5, 6). And yet God took him to an ordinary person to break him. That is how
the Lord uses people who are selfish, foolish and weak. We have to be completely broken of
our pride, and should know our calling. Paul began his Christian life by prayer (Acts. 9:11).
Ananias was sent by God to speak to him about baptism. God Himself would have spoken
to Paul about it if He wanted. But, he used an ordinary man named Ananias to accomplish
His work. That is why Paul could say very boldly in 1 Corinthians 3:9 that.we are God's coworkers, even though we are so unworthy, weak and foolish. When we are born again, we all
become equal workers with God.
Through an unknown believer named Ananias, God showed to Paul the meaning of baptism.
At the same time Paul learnt how to pray. If we have to meet a person at the airport, whom
we have not seen before, we should describe that person as tall or short , or grey haired or
bald headed, wearing glasses or without glasses. Similarly, when the Lord sent Ananias to
Paul, He told him to go to the house of Judas and enquire for Paul. The man who was praying
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In Acts 27:23 we see that the Lord appeared to Paul for the fifth time to encourage and
strengthen him. The Lord was taking him not only for the sake of some in Rome, but to shake
and open the eyes of all sailing with him. The Lord wanted him to go to the Roman soldiers
and before kings and authorities. All in the ship were saved. Many in the island of Melita
also were born again. Evidently he was taken to Rome and was kept there in a hired house.
The Roman soldiers had to keep watch over him by turns. Perhaps Paul was preaching the
gospel the whole day and those soldiers had to listen to him as he was preaching. The Lord
was with him and blessed his ministry. That is how many Roman officers and others were
born again. Through these converted soldiers and officers, the gospel was taken into the
royal palace. But before that there was a great storm for fourteen days; there was no sun,
light, or moon. All these trials gave Paul greater faith. Then God began to reveal to him many
mysteries. It was there in his prison house in Rome, that he wrote the epistles to Ephesians
and Colossians.
Again the Lord appeared to him in 2 Corinthians 12:2, for the sixth time. At that time also he
was going through a very painful trial. The Lord allowed a very painful thorn in his flesh. No
one knew what it was. Perhaps he had many other thorns. But this was a very painful one.
He had gone through more than forty sufferings and afflictions of all kinds (2 Corinthians
6: 10). But he never asked the Lord to help him or lessen his sufferings. But for this thorn he
besought the Lord three times. 'Lord, I beg you, I beseech you, take away this thorn.' But the
Lord said, 'My grace is sufficient for thee". The Lord allowed it because He wanted to teach
Paul more about His grace. That is how we see him writing in all his epistles about grace and
peace. He said, "By the grace of God I am what I am" (I Corinthians 15:10). We too have to
learn more about the grace of our Lord. Through all painful suffering we learn to experience
God's grace. Now Paul could say, "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ for when I am weak, then am I strong"
(2 Corinthian 12:10). He speaks about the grace of God very clearly in Ephesians. We learn
much more about God's grace through manifold sufferings.
In I Corinthians 11:23 we read that the Lord appeared to Paul for the seventh time. This
message was given to him by the Lord Himself. The early believers started taking part in
the 'breaking of bread', and continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, fellow ship and
prayers (Acts 2:41-42). But the full meaning of the Lord's Table was revealed to Apostle
Paul by the Lord Himself. Through his ministry, the believers began to understand, the
deeper meaning of 'breaking of bread.' By that, the meaning of the Church is revealed; one
loaf represents one Church. After he went through so many sufferings, the Lord gave him
revelation concerning His Church.
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As we go on obeying the Lord, greater mysteries are revealed to us and we receive a fuller

revelation of our heavenly call. Paul could say, "I was not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision". The Lord gave us the same verse in May 194i. Again and again we had to pray, 'Lord
keep us true to our call and vision. However great may be the afflictions and persecution we
will pay the price.' We have to be obedient to the heavenly call and serve the Lord. Only then,
can w~ enjoy what the Lord has prepared for us from the beginning of the world. There is
still so much to learn and see. But we have to pay the full price. May our Lord keep us true
to the heavenly vision.
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1

A Little One Shall Become a Thousand
Bro. Bakht Singh
(From 251h Anniversary Hebron Messenger July 1966)

A Prepared Place and a Prepared People
I would like to share with you some details of how the Lord began the new work in the city of
Madras for the establishing of His testimony in India. The Lord himself had been preparing
the ground for quite a number of years in His own wisdom and by His own means.

1937
By the year 1937 modernism and worldliness had spread to a great extent in Christian
mission institutions in South India. Pastors of several leading congregations in Madras
were preaching against the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, the Virgin birth, the Second
Coming, the Atonement etc. With the result that in almost every denomination there was
strife and party spirit, and barrenness in spiritual ministry. Spiritually minded people
became increasingly concerned and in 1937 a strong reaction began to set in. People began to
gather in small groups in different parts of the city with a great burden of prayer for revival.
Out of this came a growing conviction in the hearts of many of His dear saints that the Lord
was preparing to do something new in the near future in answer to prayers of His people.
1938
Thus it was that when I was invited to conduct revival meetings in Madras in September
1938 I could see that there was an unusual hunger for the Word of God among people of
all classes. They flocked to attend the meetings with such eagerness and in such numbers
as I had never before seen in any part of India before. The meeting halls were packed to
capacity with many standing crowded outside, listening with rapt attention, even though
the meetings often lasted four hours or more. After the meetings, large numbers would stay
behind for prayer, so we would meet them all individually and have prayer with them often
till after midnight.
People of all denominations came and we could see the Lord was doing a deep work in the
hearts of both young and old during those nineteen days of meetings. All this made me to
realize that the Lord was preparing the whole city of Madras for a very big harvest and for
something new. This was my first visit to Madras.

A Macedonian Call
The Hunger for the Word of God which had been created in many hearts and fanned to a
flame in many others during the 1938 meetings did not subside. After I had returned to North
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India I began to receive many letters requesting me to come again to Madras for a further city
wide campaign. But during those days there was an equally great need in many other parts
of India, because we had been experiencing great revival blessings in north Indian cities like
Agra, Dehradun, Allahabad, Jhansi as well as Martinpur and other places now in Pakistan.
However, when letters continued to pour in week after week pleading for another campaign
in Madras, I was constrained and burdened to pray about it. For two years, 1938-40, this
Macedonian call "Come over and help us" came to me continually. Letters came from all
classes of people, including the pastors and leaders of several of the denominations. Finally
we felt the Lord was definitely leading us to arrange a three months city wide campaign in
Madras, from July to September 1940.

1940 - A Mighty Awakening
During this 1940 campaign, the Lord enabled us to have meetings in various suburbs of the
city, such as Purasawalkam, Royapettah, George Town and Tondiarpet. We had processions
almost every week for three months, each time to a different part of the city, with two to four
thousand people taking part carrying long cloth gospel banners, sandwich boards, shouting
"Jeyam" (Victory) in unison and preaching short gospel messages in the street corners.
Thus we were able to take the gospel to every part of the city, to people of all classes and
all religions in a short time. We found this witnessing brought a great quickening among
believers also who had either backslidden or been too timid to witness boldly. We often had
all night prayer meetings and prayer with fasting for a period each week.
We had all night prayer meetings in a bungalow by Red Hills lake. Even unsaved people
attended. During these meetings people began to come under deep conviction of sin, and
would confess in tears. One evening he had a large bonfire to burn the things of sin. Books,
magazines, photographs and other articles which had any savour of sin were brought by the
people and thrown into the fire. We had early morning Bible study classes. Special retreats
were arranged in different parts of the city for fellowship and Bible study. People came
eagerly to attend all these.
Some people started conducting all night prayer meetings by themselves in their own
localities in the city. Every Bible in The Bible Society was sold out as sales soared far above
normal. Many went looking for Bibles in the second hand bookshops.
Thus 1940 saw a great awakening in the whole city of Madras among people of all classes,
which resulted in their coming so gladly to take part in open-air processions, house to house
visitation, and literature distribution. During those days many new revival songs were
composed by the believers, while some were translated from other languages into Tamil.
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We found that through these new songs the Lord brought much life into the meetings. They
were sung with great joy in Christian homes during family prayers, and were taught to the
children in many schools.
Seeing the Lord so mightily at work in the meetings, we felt stirred up and constrained to
claim from the Lord the salvation of at least one lakh souls. During those meetings we would
see two, three, or even four hundred people come forward to accept the Lord Jesus as their
personal Saviour. Again this burdened us to arrange special Bible study classes to feed the
new converts. For this purpose the Lord wonderfully enabled us to secure a very large and
suitable building in the suburb of Aminjikarai which was given to us free of rent by the
owner, a Hindu.

God's Plan and God's Promise for a New Work
All these developments however were not received happily in certain quarters as time went
on. In the month of November 1940, some of the leading pastors of different denominations
met together to discuss the situation. They resolved that if ever I should come again to
Madras, I should be barred from preaching in any of their buildings. All this time I myself
had no idea that the Lord would want me to stay in South India for an extended period. At
the close of those three months of meeting, I returned to my ministry in the north. However,
the response in the hearts of the people to the Word of God had shown many of us that the
Lord was preparing to do something new, we knew what. We realized that it was imperative
that we wait upon Him until His plan of this new thing was unmistakably revealed to us.
Before this we had already seen in other parts of India that after revival meetings were over,
many who had responded did not continue. We became increasingly conscious of the danger
of believers going astray through the love of the world, through wrong doctrines and through
lack of spiritual food and fellowship in the churches where we left them. We had always
thought that our responsibility ended with the revival meetings, Bible study and prayer fellowship. But we began to be more and more concerned as we noticed that in spite of such
follow up work, there was no appreciable growth in the believers, and before long, large
numbers would simply fade out of the picture altogether. We became increasingly burdened
and perplexed by this acute problem.
After some time the Lord spoke to me to go south again, this time for a period of quietitude
and prayer in the hill station of Coonoor, so I planned to do this in May 1941. Meanwhile,
during my absence, the opposition of the leaders of different denominations in Madras had
only succeeded in intensifying the hunger and zeal of many believers. Many had resolved
that whatever the pastors might say, they would steadfastly refuse all bondage and obey the
Word of God as more and more of its truth was revealed to them.
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Now, it so happened that my route to Coonoor, lay via Madras. When my train pulled in
there, I found a large number of believers on the platform to meet me. They told me that
they had found a plot a plot ofland where they could erect a pandal for meetings and begged
me to halt at Madras and conduct another campaign. However, I had no peace in my heart
about this proposal. I sensed there was danger in having such a campaign without very
definite guidance from the Lord. I could see that some of these friends wanted to have these
meetings just to oppose those who were unhappy about the revival. Somehow, it savoured of
competition and rivalry. I declined to halt at Madras and proceeded to Coonoor.
At Coonoor, the Lord gave me a wonderful time, never to be forgotten. For the whole of May
and June 1941, a few of us met and waited upon the Lord, day and night, beseeching Him
to show us His solution to the problem of follow up and especially, His perfect plan for His
work in Madras. It was during these days as I read the Acts of the Apostles, and the epistles
to the Ephesians, Timothy and Titus, that the Lord showed me that as evangelists, we are
responsible not only for the saving of souls, but also for their establishment and spiritual
nourishment and growth. We continued waiting upon the Lord: but for many days He
gave us no answer. Then, one sleepless night, I prayed, "Lord, I promise thee I will pay the
price and obey Thee fully. Whatsoever thou wilt demand, I will do it, even though it causes
my friends to become my enemies and I no longer be invited to conduct revival meetings
anywhere. Though every avenue of my present ministry closed, and I be misunderstood on
every hand, I am ready, at any price to do Thy will."
As I uttered these words, I heard a voice, "Behold I make a covenant, I will do marvels!'

(Exodus34:10) Then the Lord brought to my attention the words in Acts 26:19 and 28:30,31,
"I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision", and "Paul dwelt two whole years in His own
hired house and received all that came in unto him, preaching those things which concern
the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence." From these words we could see clearly that the
Lord wanted us, firstly, to rent a house in Madras, and secondly, to be freely available at all
times to those who would come wanting to know more of His great salvation. From that day
on, the Lord began to make His plan more and more clear to us. During the next few days,
the Lord gave us more than seventy other promises, confirming to our hearts His will that
we should begin a new work that would speak of His full glory.
Thus it was that we went down to the city of Madras and rented a house in obedience to the
Lord's clear command. People immediately began coming to us though we used no publicity
whatsoever. They kept coming constantly and at all hours, bringing their Bibles, eager for
the Word of God and spiritual fellowship. Together we studied the Scriptures. We ourselves
were only learning, but it was as we studied the Word daily that His plan for His Church
became increasingly clear to us. We could see that we must obey the Word of God implicitly,
fully determined to give up everything that proved to be a hindrance, whether it be tradition,
method or doctrine, anything that could not be justified and supported from the Scriptures.
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The members who gathered with us in the first rented house in Kariappa Mudali Street
began to increase, and eventually the premises became too small. During the meetings,
people would be sitting out on the steps and anywhere they could, to listen to the Word. We
moved to a neighbouring compound but this too became inadequate. As we prayed about
this need, the Lord showed us this present compound. Though the walls were cracked and
some rooms were in a ruined state, we approached the owner, who agreed both to rent it to
us as well as have the repair done, though he had refused to do this for the previous tenant.
He even asked us to come and make use of the property rent free till the repairs were done.
According to the Lord's promise, we moved in on July 12th 1941 believing that the Lord had
begun to do a new thing that was going to touch the whole of India. We called the house,
Jehovah Shammah, which means, "The Lord is there" (Ezekiel 48:35) We never made any
attempt to draw people to the meetings by any kind of publicity or advertising. We used to
make some simple announcements during the meetings. Yet we found people began coming
to us continually, hungry for true fellowship from places far and near, from all over India, as
well as from Pakistan, Ceylon and quite a number of other countries.
It was this that inspired us to conduct our first Holy Convocation. It lasted from 14th December
1941 to January 1st 1942,

nineteen days. We felt clearly lead to welcome all who came without
any charge whatsoever, and simply trusted the Lord for all we needed to feed and care for
the crowds that came. The matter of money was never mentioned in any meeting or even
privately to anyone. When the meetings began we had almost nothing. But by the time we
finished there was plenty left over. Since then during these twenty five years we have proved
God's faithfulness and can testify to His glory that all our needs have been abundantly
supplied without our making any need known by letter, appeal, collection or hint of any kind.
Even though these meetings often lasted more than seven hours, somehow we would all
feel quite fresh. Meetings and gatherings on such a scale require much organising and hard
work, but we found believers of all classes, coming joyfully to help in any and every kind of
service, however hard or lowly. Thus it was our privilege to witness the functioning of the
living Church in all these practical ministries.
The fellowship and ministry of the Word during those meetings was so strengthening and
refreshing that people began begging us to conduct similar Holy Convocations in other
places. People of all classes coming from so many different places and countries enlarged
our vision and understanding of His Church, and opened doors to us for ministry in almost
every country of the world. Now there are believers in Africa, Arabia, America, Canada,
Pakistan, Ceylon and other countries who are in living and intimate fellowship with us in
serving our Lord.
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The Great Commission And God's Guidance

2

Bro. Bakht Singh
(From Hebron Messenger July 1966)
If we allow the Lord to guide us we will find our ministry always fruitful
will give you an example. After much prayer we felt lead by the Lord to go to South India
on Gospel raids. During the third week of our Gospel raid we found ourselves overtaken
by the rainy season. There were about sixty seven in the party in a place called Christianpet.
One morning as I was praying, I heard a voice saying, "Go to Sivakasi". I had never been
to that place, nor did I know where it was. But I told my fellow workers what the Lord had
spoken to me. They replied that it was one of the most difficult places in South India. The
people there would never allow Christians to preach. In those days, Bro. G. Devasahayam,
who is now one of the elders at Madras was a Sub Registrar in Watrap near Christianpet.
I thought that because of his position he would have influence in that place and would be
able to get a house for our stay in Sivakasi. So we sent him. He returned and said that he had
tried all over the town and everyone had refused to give even a single room for us to stay. We
prayed again and again and still the Lord told us that we had to go to Sivakasi.

I

That morning, I had been reading from Mark 14: 13-15. Thus I believed that the Lord had
prepared a room for us. We decided to leave behind at Chengleput all the sisters in the party.
So taking the brothers with me, I proceeded to Sivakasi by bus. Reaching our destination we
alighted from the bus. I saw before me a building with the sign, "Housing Corporation" and
guessing that here I might get some help, I entered it. In the office was a man with very long
hair, I asked him, "Can you show me a new or an old house where we can stay for a few days
on rent." He said, "Yes," and continued," I have a Christian friend in Sathur and he wrote to
me a few days ago that if you and your party came to Sivakasi i should find a place for you."
We had not told anyone about our plans to go to Sivakasi and we had decided to do so quite
suddenly. So it was really a surprise to me that someone had written to get a house for us.
He took us with him to show us a house which was available. As we walked I said, "Lord, you
said that there would be a man carrying a pitcher of water, "Where is he?" As he walked very
soon we actually saw such a man walking in front of us until we came to the house. Then
I said to myself, "How about the upper room furnished?" And sure enough, when we went
upstairs we found a room with furniture. We knelt down and thanked the Lord. Then we
sent for the sisters also.
After a while we began open air preaching. From the very first step we had violent opposition.
A huge crowd gathered and began to throw stones and mud at us. We went round the town
singing Psalm 150. The crowd followed us round for two hours throwing mud, stones and
cow dung at us. When we returned to the house we were given a message that another house,
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which also had an upper room, was vacant and we were welcome to stay there. This house
belonged to Christians. We shifted into it.
After a while I received a message that a Hindu lady wanted to see me. She said, "I have
come to apologise because of our men who have been so rude to you. Although they do not
want to hear the Gospel, we women do. There are many women in our town like me who
are hungry to receive God's word. If you will give me permission, I will go and bring them to
meet you." She went away and brought about 150 women. We had a meeting for them. It was
a wonderful experience which we can never forget. It was after much prayer that we had felt
lead to go to Sivakasi and although we had such violent opposition we could also see how the
Lord had already prepared to work on our behalf.
Then followed further evidence of His leading. Till then we had no thought of stopping at
Madurai, another large South Indian town. In our party there was a believing sister whose
husband was a lawyer in Madurai. While going to Sivakasi, we had to pass through Madurai
and even though his wife was in the party he refused to come and meet her because he did
not want to meet us.
It so happened that we decided to divide our party into two, one to stay behind at Sivakasi
and the other to go to Sathur. While I was there the Lord spoke to me that we should go to
Madurai, even though we had no knowledge yet of any place there where we could stay. But
we trusted him to open up the way.

At about this time, the Christian lawyer had to go to Sivakasi for a court case and he took
a Muslim advocate along with him. On reaching Sivakasi they went to a house which they
thought would be vacant. They did not know that we had just taken exactly the same house!
When they walked unsuspecting into the porch they found our party engaged in a prayer
meeting. In the party there were two Muslim converts, and one of them was praying in
Urdu at the moment when the advocate and his Muslim friend entered. When he heard
her praying the Muslim advocate began trembling all over and said, "God is here! God is
here!" This made such an impression on the Christian advocate that he left a message with
the party, "You must all come to Madurai." This news was conveyed to me and I sent back a
message asking the party at Sivakasi to go on to Madurai, promising to join them on the way
at Virudhunagar. When we reached Madurai, we found the ground really prepared and the
Lord gave us a wonderful and fruitful time.
We visited altogether 33 towns in that campaign and the Lord led us according to His
heavenly plan during the whole time.
The point is that if we come together as a Church we can find out God's plan for every detail
of the ministry before us. We must discern His mind for each stage of the work. Then we
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will find that the Lord will fulfil His promise, "Behold, I will do marvel!" Mountains of
impossibilities will flow down at God's presence. When the enemy comes in like a flood, or
a ravening wolf, or a roaring lion or an angel of light, we will find His grace sufficient. We
will see increasing and abiding fruit for our labours and be carried along in the river of His
triumphant purpose and plan.

3

Marvellous Provision
Bro. Bakht Singh
(From Hebron Messenger July 1966)

"'{A Then we moved into the house (Jehovah Shammah) there were twelve in our party. We
V V were faced with the question of our financial needs and the Lord gave us the verse,
Haggai 2:8, "The silver and the gold is mine". We were assured that the Lord himself was
to meet all our needs. We decided to be content with whatever the Lord provided and not
show by any sign that we lacked anything, and never to complain or murmur. We wanted to
be perfectly contented according to Hebrews 13:5 (be content with such things as ye have,
for He hath said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee), both in respect of our individual
needs as well as the needs of the house. We also decided that we should welcome and give
hospitality to whomsoever the Lord brought to us for a time of fellowship. We were ready to
welcome them in the name of the Lord and provide food and lodging also for them. We can
say for God's glory that no matter how many came into our compound, our food was always
sufficient. We have never been put to the embarrassment of saying there was not enough
food. In some houses when guests come suddenly, the father or the mother of the family
will not say openly that there is no rice, tea, or coffee in the house, but they give a hint to the
guests that they might miss their train! We never had need to give hints like that. The Lord
supplied all our needs in abundance.
In due course people found out that our place was open for fellowship at all times. The Lord
had indicated to us very clearly that the house should be kept open in this way, as we saw in
Isaiah 56:7&8, it was a great joy to us to receive all who came. Sometimes we had only rasam
to go with the rice. But they used to find this even tastier than chicken curry in their own
homes. I think possibly some came to Jehovah Shammah just for the rasam! They still say it
tastes better than what they make at home.
The hunger for fellowship which was evinced by the people gave us the inspiration to arrange
our first Holy Convocation at Jehovah Shammah. It lasted for nineteen days from December
15th to January 19th 1942. At first we thought that we should make some charges for boarding
and lodging, specially to keep away undesirable people who may be tempted to come just
for the food, without any spiritual desire. But then the thought came that there were so
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heard this new song, Bro. Moses was inspired to translate it into Tamil. Thus our collection
of songs began. Now we have more than 400 songs translated from several languages of
North and South India.

6

The Well ..... Still a Witness
Bro. Dorairaj

n one occasion, Bro. Bakht Singh said
emphatically in his message that the
things that do not belong to us should not
be with us. He said that if we were not
able to return them, we had the option of
putting them in the well which was located
in the centre of our church.

O

People were deeply convicted of their
sins and with true repentance cast all the
articles into the well. Those things which
The Well - A Reminder of our Holy Calling
were got by unjust means were also put
into the well. Large things that could
not be put into the well were burnt and the ashes were cast into the well. Because of this
expression to follow the Lord with a clear conscience, many experienced the joy of salvation.
Thus the people of God sanctified themselves. It is our Lord who started amongst us the
work of cleansing.
As per the account given in In the Day of thy Power, edited by Bro. Edwin Samuel, t" A

remarkable testimony is now learnt from the well......When the bonfire was on, a rain came
suddenly and quenched the fire, leaving the articles charred and half-burnt. So the servants
of God removed the charred and half burnt remains and dumped them into this well and
covered it". After a few years later there was water scarcity in the city of Madras, and water
was needed for the Holy Convocation at Jehovah Shammah ........The well was opened and
they found to their surprise that the water had become bitter, more "bitter than Marah".
"Attempts to cure the water, either through prayer, fasting, or through scientific methods
failed and the water remained bitter" It well remains a reminder to future generations that
"the Lord did a great work through those people who were contrite in spirit and trembled at
His word".
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many poor people who had a great longing for spiritual fellowship, who would hardly be
able to meet travelling expenses, and to whom further charges for food etc would become
prohibitive. So, finally we decided to welcome all rich or poor, high or low, and give the same
loving welcome and the same simple food to all. We prayed that the Lord may keep away all
undesirable people and he has always wonderfully protected us.

Cash
We had to pray and depend upon God for everything. We did not know how many people to
expect each day, or how much food we should prepare. We would prepare food according to
our rough estimate and then ask the Lord to multiply it so as to be enough for all. I cannot
tell you of one occasion, at a Holy Convocation in any year, when we fell short of food. We
never spoke about money, but we decided to provide always the best quality of rice and
vegetables and never to keep any bill pending for more than a day. Once we had to pay a
bill for Rs. 200 /- and the money was not available. That afternoon while I was in my room
praying, I was aware of someone walking into the room and then walking out. I did not open
my eyes, and continued in prayer. When I got up from prayer, I saw two envelopes before,
both without any name or address. When I opened them I found a hundred rupee note in
each of tllem. To this day, I do not know who brought them. In many such ways the Lord
helped us.
Some years after this, we had need of Rs.380 /- to pay in advance the rent for the Memorial
Hall, Park Town, Madras. I pray that the Lord would supply this amount which had to be paid
within three days. On the third day, I received and MO (Money Order) for exactly Rs.380/- .
A letter arrived with it. It was from a man in Calicut, and he said, "I have never met you, but
I am sending this amount to you at the request of my daughter, who was ill for some time
and is now healed. She was unconscious for ten days, and when at last, she opened her eyes,
her first words were, "Daddy, send an offering to Bro. Bakht Singh, we had no money in the
house, but she asked me to sell the gold chain round her neck. Accordingly I have sold the
gold chain and am sending you the amount I got for it." In this way, the Lord has wonderfully
supplied our needs. He has never failed.

Rice
In 1944, there was a great shortage of rice and we had to provide food for an average of
about 2000 people daily, during the Holy Convocation gathering. The rationing authorities
did not sanction enough for our need. When the number of people at the Holy Convocation
increased beyond our expectation we applied to the Collector again for extra rations, but
he rejected our application. We refused the thought of buying rice in the black market. We
did not know what to do. So we prayed. Then I told the brother in charge of the stores to
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measure the rice which was left and let me know the position. He did so and reported that
somehow there were five bags of rice extra! During those rationing days we had to keep a
careful account of the rice received and the daily consumption. The account book showed
clearly what should have been the balance left on that day. So I asked the brother to go and
measure again. They measured it three times and each time there was a little more and there
was no doubt that there were more than five bags extra. The result was that at the end of the
Holy Convocation, there was still one bag left over.

4

"The Palace is Not For Man, But for the Lord"
Bro. Bakht Singh
(From Hebron Messenger, July 241h 1966)

will tell you just one more instance of the Lord's faithfulness. In those days we felt that we
should not get involved in property matters. But in the beginning of July 1941, the Lord
gave us a promise from Joshua 18:3 ("How long are ye slack to go to possess the land which
the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?"). After the partition of India and Pakistan, the
Muslim landlord left for Pakistan and the house was taken over as Government property.
After a few years the Government decided to auction it. They made three attempts, but every
attempt failed. At the first option, no bidders were present. The second time the auctioneer
himself was absent due to illness. The third attempt failed for some other reason. All the
time we prayed that somebody should buy the house, who would not give us any trouble,
but we never prayed for possession of the property. However, the fourth time the property
was auctioned to a Sindhi man who bought it for Rs.1,38,000. Even then, we were not much
concerned about it. After one or two weeks, he came to see the property and made plans to
divide it into plots for resale. This stirred us up to great concern, and that night about 12
of us met for prayer. We asked the Lord to show us what was His will. We began to have
frequent days of fasting and prayer. At that time the verse, Joshua 18:3 came to us again and
again with great force. Finally we drafted a letter offering to buy the property for the same
price of Rs. i.38.000, requesting permission to pay the amount in three instalments. The
letter was then posted to the authorities in Bombay. Within three days we received the reply
that if we were prepared to pay the first instalment of Rs-46,ooo/- within a week we could
fill in the enclosed application form. We had only a very small amount with us at that time,
but we had full assurance that the Lord would provide. The Lord did not fail us. Saints began
to bring in gifs as the Lord lead them and within a week the amount was ready. Leaving
Hyderabad, I arrived in Madras on the last day of the prescribed period. The amount had
to be deposited in the State Bank. My train was five hours late. So I went straight from the
Railway Station to the Custodians Office, A crowd of people was standing before the officer
and there was only half an hour left for me to go to the bank. I stood at the back of the crowd

I
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1

"Workers Together With Him": A Testimony from the
family of Bro. Jordan C. Khan. - By Mrs. Beaulah Yogi.

rather Bakht Singh and the elders prayed together and asked father to come to Madras.
Bro. Noel Barrow came to receive him at the railway station. This was the start of a
friendship that grew and deepened over the years.

B

When father went to meet Bro. Bakht Singh in the morning, he was spending some time
in prayer. After some waiting, father decided to come back later in the afternoon. When
he did, Bro. Bakht Singh had not yet concluded his time of prayer. When evening came, he
was still on his knees, interceding to the Heavenly Father. This touched father deeply and
left a lasting impression. His heart longed to work alongside a man of prayer. Later the
elders Brothers Rajamani, Dorairaj and George prayed together with Bro. Bakht Singh and
arranged for three days of meetings. Their endeavours were fruitful and they were involved
in Gospel outreach, for the entire month.
Father returned to Lahore after this, his first Judean outreach and shared with the brethren
what God had done. Following this, they also started coming in groups to Madras in 1944.
Youngsanabad and Martinpur were two villages in Pakistan situated about a mile apart.
They were named after two missionaries who lived there. In the year 1945, Bro. Bakht Singh
along with Bro. Philip, Bro. Moses and others visited Martinpur. Bro. Bakht Singh had been
there previously. In the daytime they would conduct Bible study. In the evening meetings
the crowd used to be much larger. So the meetings would be held in the open air outside the
church building. On an average, a couple of thousands attended the evening meeting. Large
number of people received the Lord Jesus Christ.
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with my Bible in my hand. Seeing my Bible the custodian recognised me and called me over
and asked if I had the amount ready, I replied in the affirmative and requested him to sign
the required paper so that I could go and deposit the amount in the State Bank. He replied,
"Please do it quickly, I'm going to be transferred from this post and I want to attend to your
matter myself before I go." Thus we found that the Lord touched even unbelievers to help us
many times when facing difficult situations.
After that we prayed, "O, Lord, help us to pay the remaining amount before the stipulated
time." We had been given two years to complete the payment. But we were able to pay the
whole amount within 18 months. Thus we were able to prove the truth of the promise in
Haggai 2:8, "The silver and gold is Mine.". I give this testimony to prove that if we trust the
Lord fully we will find Him absolutely faithful.

5

A People of Power, A People of Praise
Bro. Bakht Singh
(From Hebron Messenger, July 24th 1966)

'l AThen the war broke out there was a threat of Japanese air raids on Madras. This gave

V V us the inspiration for having Gospel raids upon surrounding towns. Brothers

and
sisters who were able would take leave from their regular employments and accompany us to
surrounding towns and villages. Our party would be usually between 20-100 and sometimes
more. We would march through the streets armed with Gospel portions, tracts and musical
instruments, singing songs of salvation and shouting verses from the Bible. At suitable
places, like street corners or market places, we would halt and standing together would give
a gospel message in Tamil or in English with Tamil translation. People would stand in the
streets and listen to our message. Many would stop their work and come out of their houses,
and others would peep through windows to hear the Gospel we preached. In a few cases, we
were allowed to climb on the rooftop of houses and we preached the Gospel from there.
At times there would be opposition from non Christians. They would mock us and interrupt
us in our preaching. Sometimes they would attack us with sticks and stones. In spite of all
this we would continue our preaching as far as possible. All this would have the effect of
something like turning the town upside down.
Our first Gospel raid was upon Chengleput about a hundred miles south of Madras. The Lord
gave us the plan for this raid after much prayer. We were about 45 in the party. We had a
very encouraging time. As we were returning home, some of the brethren in the party began
to sing an Urdu song - a lyrical version of Psalm 150. In those days we had collected only a
few songs for our use in Gospel meetings. We were in real need of more songs. So when he
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A Testimony to the Efficacy of Church Prayer
Just after my parents' marriage my father was complaining of pain in the throat. He was
taken to the doctor's office for a check-up and was advised to get an X-Ray. He was found to
have been severely infected with tubercolosis in both the lungs. Bro. Bakht Singh went along
with my parents to the sanatorium in Valnasyardi in the state of Maharashtra. My father
became worse after reaching there. After examining him thoroughly, the doctors declared
him a hopeless case. They took my mother aside and expressed their bewilderment at her
stupidity in marrying a dying man. My father's brother and mother were informed and they
came to visit him for what they were made to believe was the last time. The Lord gave my
mother precious promises from the word that father would recover. Genesis 18:14 reminded
her "Is anything too hard for the Lord.
In the midst of all this hardship, Bro. Bakht Singh was conscious of all the basic and pressing
needs and went shopping for them. My mother fondly remembers that he purchased an
umbrella, mosquito net and even a gramophone player so that she could listen to Christian
records.
During their three month stay in the hospital, father had stopped
coughing, put on weight and the fever had subsided. The doctors
insisted that th e improvements were just external and that there
was absolutely no recovery internally.
Surgery was the only remedy for this condition. The entire
church back in Madras planned to fast and pray on the
appointed day of the operation. However, on that day, the
doctors told father about their intention to postpone the surgery.
Father was concerned and implored the surgeons to proceed as
initially planned. He was acutely aware of the importance of prayer
coverage.
Within two months he underwent three major operations: seven
of his ribs and the infected lung was removed. The other lung
was treated with chemotherapy. At the end of six months he was Bro. Bakht Singh with
completely cured. The doctors were convinced that a miracle had
Bro. Jordan Khan
taken place because patients with minor infections had taken
years to be healed whereas here was a patient who wad on the verge of death, who was
supernaturally cured within six months.
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2

Servant of God and Bible Teacher - Brother C.E.Dasan.

rother Christanujam Edward Dasan was the first among five children born to Mr.George
and Mrs.Agnes Dawson in Madras, on February 8, 1918. When he was only 9 years
old his father passed away and barely 15 years old when his mother passed away. All the
orphaned children, except Bro. Dasan were sent to Nagercoil to live with their uncle Mr.
D.M. Devasagayam, a bachelor. Setting aside his Christian up-bringing, he as a young man
began to r:ead the Hindu scriptures and grew up with the opinion that all 'good people'
both Christians and non-Christians will eventually go to heaven. He would argue saying,"God
is 'loving' and therefore cannot send His own creation to hell". He also joined the Indian
National Congress, wore only 'khadi '(self-made cotton, on a charka) and changed his socalled English family name of 'Dawson' into an Indian surname 'Dasan' all to display
his love for his country. It was against this background of being orphaned at an early age,
seeking solace in the scriptures of other faiths, involved in the freedom struggle and his own
reasoning that all good people will go to heaven that he came to Jehovah- Shammah, Chennai
in April, 1943 and by the providence of God, met Bro. Bakht Singh and was directed to meet
Bro. A.J .Flack. The voice of the Holy Spirit of God said, ''You are fighting against God", "You
are kicking against thorns". Moreover, the passion with which Bro. Flack spoke about his
need for salvation which he could obtain only through the Lord's finished work on the cross
were too real and too powerful to resist. Without further delay, he knelt down, confessed and
repented of his sins on the 25th April, 1943 and rose up as a new man ..

B

He completed his B.A with Mathematics at the age of 17 and got his L.T (Licentiate in
Teaching) and got a Government job. Not wanting to serve the British, he resigned his job
and became a School teacher serving in various schools at Thiruvannamalai and Thiruvallur
in Tamil Nadu. He heard the Lord's call for full-time service. The decision he had to make
to leave his job was too hard, as his relatives were eagerly looking to him to shoulder the
burden of taking care of his siblings. Finally, after a period of struggle, having heard the
Lord 's recurring call through Luke 9:62, "And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God" he resigned his job in
April, 1945 to join Bro. Bakht Singh to serve the Lord, full-time. After a few years of stay and
training at Jehovah Shammah, he was sent to 'El-Shaddai', Kalimpong and 'Beer Sheeba',
Ahmedabad before being finally called to serve the Lord first in Elim and later in Hebron.
He laboured in the Lord 's vineyard along with Bro. Bakht Singh and his co-workers for forty
years. Bro.Dasan followed the literal method of interpreting the Scriptures with Scriptures
and taught many foundational doctrines. The Lord specially used him in almost every Holy
Convocation to teach the Biblical basis for believers to be baptized, by immersion and the
testimony of the ' laying-on-of-hands'. About the reliability of the Word of God, he would
say, "The Word of God, the Holy Bible, is more reliable than any scientist. It is infallible. It
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Bro. Dasan (secondfrom 1·ight) with Bro. Bakht Singh and co-workers Bro. Lazar Sen,
Bro. Martin and Bro. K. Philip
/

is God's provision and gift to us." About the doctrine of the Church, he would say, "But first
and foremost we must understand the meaning of the Church, it' s dependence upon Christ,
and it's subjection to His Lordship."
His marriage to Sis. Chandra Stephen was solemnized by Bro. Bakht Singh on the 25th
February, 1953 at the Church at Jehovah-Shammah, Chennai. Bro. Bakht Singh spoke on
their wedding day on 1 Chronicles 28:10, "Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to
build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it." Like Aquila and Priscilla they laboured
for the Lord based in Elim and Hebron until their home-calls. The Lord used them for the
salvation of souls and the up-building of His glorious Church in many places. Many came
to the knowledge of salvation through his writing ministry through the gospel messages he
wrote for the ' Hebron Messenger'.
The Lord honoured the desire of His servant to be called Home while working for his Master.
He went to be with the Lord, whom he loved dearly and followed closely on the 23rd October,
1985 in New Delhi while being brought in an ambulance from Roorkee where he went for
ministry.
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3

Bro. Martin: Pioneering Servant of God
Susie Johnson

y father Bro. Martin Sathianathan was born in 1928 to a religious, orthodox Hindu
family. His mother, known as Naomi Paatima, was a dedicated lady and had tasted the
love of God. She brought up her children to accept the Lord. It
was in this way that Bro. Martin accepted the Lord as his personal
Saviour in 1937 and was attending a church in Chennai. Bro.
Martin used to sing in the Church choir. Later, he heard about
the ministry of Bro. Bakht and was attracted by his simplicity
and also the principles he followed which were based on the word
of God. He had a call for God's service at the age of fourteen.
There were other youngsters who also dedicated themselves
to the service of God at that time. Bro. Bakht Singh carefully
trained these youngsters. They were assigned different tasks like
cleaning, cooking, building etc. They were also taught to pray
and worship in the house of God. They were taught that doing
Bro. Martin & Sis. Martin
God's ministry is not a bed of roses, but is filled with hardship
and required a disciplined life.

M

Bro. Martin was blessed with the gift of singing, and could also play musical instruments.
He refused to sing in the cinema, but rather chose to sing for the glory of God. The unique
feature of his singing ministry was that he could compose songs soon after the message was
given by Bro. Bakht Singh during the Holy Convocation and the congregation got to sing
the newly composed song on the consecutive day. These songs were translated into several
Indian Languages. Thousands were brought to the Lord by his singing ministry. He was
a witness of the first Holy Convocation in Chennai. In 1944 he was sent to Madurai, Kolli
Hills, Karur and Dindigul along with two brothers for the ministry. During these days they
served the Lord without proper food, water, finance, homes, sleep etc. At times they even
slept under trees. He was married to Sis. Ruth who was a Muslim convert. Both of them
served the Lord faithfully along with their five children. Today, two of their sons (David and
Johnathan) and their grandson (Jabez Emmanuel) are serving as God's Servants.

4

His Chosen Vessel - Bro. K. Philip
Bro. John Philip
(Transcribed from his Testimony given in Mumbai on 25 111 November 2011)

M

aharashtra happens to be "Manja Janma Bhumi" (my birth place) spiritually. In these
days I have been exercised to think of how I became or how I want to become a fruitful
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branch of the vine. It is a brief testimony. But it is given to encourage others who are new.
My father chose for me a career at sea at the age of fifteen. I joined the training ship, Duffrin
off Bombay at Mazagon. In the ship there are two parties, i.e Catholic church and Protestant
church. So my father told me, "We don't have a Syrian church here. So you attend the Catholic
church for the present." The ship's captain was a godly man. So I went to the Rosary church.
The ship's captain used to take catechism for us. Seeing my honest conduct he said, "Why
not give Philip first Confession and Holy Communion?"My father said, "Don't interfere with
him now. Let him choose what he wants. But let him be free."
'

After three years on the training ship I switched on to marine engineering. I had to work in
the Mazagon Dock for four years. After finishing my workmanship, I joined the ship as an
engineer. In those days there was a house to which I used to go. It was not a Syrian Christian
house. They were Maharashtrians: it was the house of Mr. Niwazkar. The house was called
Boys House. Mahatma Gandhi Road, near Kamdevi Police Station and this brother was
in the Income Tax and the whole household was genuinely converted and all the servants
of God who passed through Bombay came to their house. Nawazkar's son was with me in
Lamington Road YMCA. He said, "There is a man called Bro. Bakht Singh. He prays, people
are converted, sick are healed and others are brought to knowledge of the Bible. When
Nawazkar came to Bombay, in that house and all these servants - Bro. Bakht Singh, Bro.
Galsworthy, Bro. Jordan Khan, Bro. Flack - had an opportunity to worship and fellowship
together. Though I was in the ship, I took the opportunity to visit that house. One day when I
came, Bro. Bakht Singh and others were having tea and the lady of the house, Mrs. Nawazkar
said, "Bro. Philip has come from the ship. He is with us." Bro. Bakht Singh got up from the
table. I was sitting somewhere behind. He came to me. He asked, "Are you born again?"!
had never heard that expression before this. Bro. Bakht Singh explained that you have to be
born again. Only then you can enter the Kingdom of God. I thought, " I am a Christian. It is
meant only for him (Bro. Bakht Singh) because he is a Sikh. I believe in Jesus. I believe in the
cross." I didn't say these things aloud. I had it in my mind and Bro. Bakht Singh again said,
"You must be born again." He said, "Kneel down and I will pray for you." He had a white coat
and a Bible. I was also dressed in white! (naval white) He was white outside and inside. I was
white only on the outside! We might belong to a church highly spoken o be white outside,
but inside we don't have the new life in Christ. Nothing great happened. But I felt a sense of
peace after this prayer. I had a desire to know what it was to be saved, how one can be born
again and how we can receive new life in Christ.
After that I went to Durban and other places in South Africa. I got in touch with a company
of Christian believers who gathered together. In some parts of South Africa, they were strong
about colour bar. If you go to a ce1tain restaurant they would say, "Sorry Sir. We cannot serve
you." But a friend of mine who was on another ship, was with me. He was my companion
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when I was on the ship Duffrin. He took me to a place where both whites and blacks were
there. There was nothing grand about this place. It had only a simple cross. Here they were
singing and praising the Lord. The pastor who was a white man asked this friend Martin
to give his testimony. He stood up gave a brief account of where he was born and where he
was educated and stated that on one particular day in Tanjore he was saved and the others
prayed, "We pray for Ma1tin's friend. He also may be born again. He also may be saved.
Protect their ship from torpedoes, German battle ships and so many dangers that are there."
The Lord brought me back to Bombay and whenever I came to Bombay I visited Nawazkar's
house. The youngest member of the Nawazkar household was Balwant Nawazkar. He said,
"You go to so many places. What wonderful opportunities you have to talk about the Lord
Jesus Christ." I replied, "How can I speak about Him until I really know Him?" He replied,
"If you want to know him, kneel down and confess your sins. Tell the Lord Jesus Christ that
you are a sinner. Ask Him to wash you, to give you the Holy Spirit and you promise to follow
Him." Both of us knelt down. But I could not pray because I was used to the Prayer Book!
Then Balwant said, "If you are sincere about this, you can repeat this prayer after me." I
repeated these words, " I am convinced about my sin and sinful nature. I accept thee as my
Saviour on the nth of April 1943 as my Saviour." I prayed, "Lord, give me Thy Holy Spirit.
Teach me Thy Word. I will follow and tell others that Thou art my Saviour." After he finished
the prayer I joined him in saying, "Amen" Then he opened his Bible and turned to John 1:12,
13 "As many as received Him to them gave He the power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on His name. who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, BUT OF GOD." He said, "Believe in this verse. Read your Bible from
today and thank God for saving you. This young brother Balwant, was younger to me, but he
encouraged me to witness for the Lord. At that time someone gave me a tambourine. Bro.
Balwant took me to Chaupathi Beach. I took with me many small booklets about the way of
salvation. I did not know Hindi, but I started singing, "Ao, ao, Yeshu paas ao, wohi bulata
abhi" (Come, come, come to Jesus. He is calling you). As I sang people gathered around.
I distributed the booklets. I also had with me a banner which read, "CHRIST DIED FOR
THE UNGODLY" I kept doing this for some time. I went to my my old office, my managing
agents McCann and McKenzie. I called out to them, "I was your engineer on your ship. Jesus
called me. I am here now to tell you that Jesus Loves You" There were only two people in the
office. They came out to see who was shouting out these words. These were certain spiritual
exercises through which the Lord led me.
Bro. Bakht Singh came again to Bombay. He was holding meetings in the Marathi church.
I used to finish night duty and come in the morning for the meeting. On Sunday Bro. Bakht
Singh was speaking about Aaron's rod which budded. I did not know about Aaron's rod. But
I understood that he was speaking about the power of God to make something which was dry
blossom and be fruitful for the Lord. At the same meeting he said, "Close your eyes, kneel
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down. If you want the same power of resurrection to operate in your life, raise your hand."
I was shy to raise my hand. Slowly I raised my hand. That gave me a new beginning. Bro.
Bakht Singh said, "Be bold. God is the God of the Japanese or others fighting against you.
He will keep you. Read your Bible." In the ship I had a small cabin (12 feet x 12 feet) where
I could read my Bible and pray. Other engineers started to look at me - most of them were
foreigners, a good number were Scotsmen. They were hefty people. I am a small made man.
I used to pray before I started the engine. The Lord helped me to maintain the ship even
though the ship's engines were old. I was able to maintain the correct speed and go with
the convoy. They laughed at me. They said, "Look at this man. He says that he has seen the
Light. He drinks only milk. He doesn't drink beer anymore." There is an allotment of drink
given to those who serve in the war. They were wondering what had happened to me. The
Bible says, "Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my
law; fear ye not the reproach of men." (Isa 51:7) We must be witnessing Christians.
While I was on another ship in Alexandria, the Chief Engineer of the ship called me.
Generally when the Chief Engineer calls we go with some bottles, either to obtain favour or
if you have done something. He was playing darts. He treated me on par and said, "Come,
play" After some time he said that he was tired. I told him that he wasn't tired because of
playing (meaning that it was the habit of drink that had worn him out) Then he opened his
cupboard and brought out a small Bible. He said, "This is my Bible which my mother gave
me when I left Scotland. I have not used it. " I said, "This is the time to use it. Kneel down.
Tell Jesus that you are a sinner and ask Him to deliver you from this habit and keep you as
a true Christian." I do pray that he may be found in heaven. This must be true in your life.
Don't be a secretive Christian. Be fruit bearing and call upon the Lord on behalf of others.
John 15:16 says, "Your fruit shall remain" In these days so much work is going on. But what
matters is what "remains". Whatever is done according to His will and according to His plan
will remain. "We are labourers together with God" (1Corinthians 3:9) Then Paul says, "As
a wise master builder I have laid the foundation. Let every men take heed how he builds."
Wood, hay and stubble will burn. Only gold, silver and precious stone will remain. You will
be saved, but as by fire, but all your toil and labour burnt. Paul says, "As a wise master
building I have laid the foundation". "Paul, where have you learnt this wise master building?
Which Bible School?" He says, "According to the grace of God given to me." The Lord puts
us through all kinds of experiences to make us stand on the grace of God. As he prunes the
vine, it is not a very pleasant affair. It cuts across you plans, your desires, your ambitions,
your outlook. Thats my prayer Lord whatever I do, let it remain and let it not be lost because
of selfhood and anything that goes with an egoistic outlook.
On January 19111 in Karachi, the Lord called me according to Matthew 19:21 "If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
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heaven: and come and follow me.". The verse says, "If thou wilt be perfect... " There is no
compulsion, Leave your attachment to your possessions and come and follow me.
I asked the Lord to help me to get leave to go home. My father told me, "Come home. You
must be tired and thinking of this and that." I asked for leave. I did not get leave. My last
voyage was from Colombo via Chennai to Calcutta. At about midnight the boy woke me up
saying, "Sir, sir, air raid" I saw something like a speck and BANG! : a bomb was dropped.
The ship swung this way and that due to the impact. The boy said, "Let us go down" I said,
"Let us pray. Our God is the God of the Japanese also." Again another bomb came toward
us, but missed the ship. The next day, there was a burden upon my heart as to what I must
do. I had nobody to pray with. There was one more Indian engineer on that ship. His name
was Pande. He was a Gujarati. I gave him my Bible. I told him, "Open the Bible and read."
He opened it at Isaiah 41: 8-10, "But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen,
the seed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and
called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have
chosen thee, and not cast thee away. Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed;
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee." I never knew that there were
such words in the Bible, i.e "thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the
seed of Abraham my friend" So, I wrote my letter of resignation to the Chief Engineer of
McCann and McKenzie in Calcutta. I said, "I thank you sir for giving me the best ships for
my training. But please accept my ambitions in Christ. I was born again. I want to follow
Him. I tender my resignation humbly."He was not prepared to let me go. He said, "Give me
three months". I said, "I won't get on with the ship. This is my decision. I'm going, not to
serve in the port or anywhere, but to follow the Lord." He sensed my sincerity, integrity and
persistence and sent me off. I took the mail from Calcutta and reached Jehovah Shammah.

Bro. K. Phillip as a young
Naval Cadet

Bro. K. Phillip with
Tambourine and
Bro. Arokiam Williams

Bro and Sis. (Mrs.) K. Phillip on their 5oth
Wedding Anniversary
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When I entered Jehovah Shammah, Bro. Bakht Singh looked at me. He asked, "What can
I do for you?" He didn't remember me. I replied, "The Lord called me brother" He replied,
"Has the Lord called you? Then come and stay here with us." I am staying in the Church at
Jehovah Shammah in fellowship with the saints under the government of the grace of God
and the Spirit of God and the teaching through His servants I am able to say that the Lord
has kept me as a branch till now.
I thought that I should give the gospel to people of my language, Malayalam in Kerala. Bro.
Bakht Singh responded to this idea saying that there were many groups in Kerala. He told
me that if I wanted I could go for 2 months to Kerala and come back. I went on for some
time. All this while Bro. Bakht Singh was praying for me. He wrote to me saying, "We are
going to Hyderabad for a gospel campaign. Join us." I was there for the first day of the
meetings in the Baptist Church and the Lord taught me more through the fellowship and the
Word given that day was " I was glad when they said unto me Let us go into the House of the
Lord." Late Bro. Augustine was a wonderful interpreter (in Telugu). Many were born again
and were baptized by Bro. Bakht Singh. In Hyderabad's Hussein Sagar many were baptized
and had their sins washed away.
Another problem came in relation to a partnership in the work of God. It is not good for man
to be alone. One needs a partner. Bro. Bakht Singh proposed a person who is my wife today.
My parents couldn't accept it. After a year they accepted it. Through the mercy of God my
wife and I have completed fifty years in serving the Lord together. I am from Kerala. My wife
is from Krishna District. National Integration!!
In the days to come may the Lord lead you in relation to the place you should work, with whom
you should work and the partner whom the Lord should give you to serve together. Don't be
governed by region, community, height, colour, gold and silver. God bless you and lead you on.

5

"Declaring the Works of God to the Next Generation"
Bro. Hanock Sen
(Son of Late Brother Lazar Sen)

oving greeting to all dear ones in the powerful and precious name of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our faith. My father Lazar Sen came to
Jehovah Shammah in 1950. He was very young and had just come out for full time service.
The elders and God's servants at that time were Bro. Rajmani, Bro. Durairaj, Bro. Moses and
some others along with beloved Bro. Bakht Singh.

L

When they saw my father they said we can see the whole assembly of Kharagpur through
you. Those were the days, when holy convocations were held in Kharagpur. By raising such

Bro. Daniel, Bro. George Mark, Bro. Bakht Singh, Mrs & Mr. Amirtharaj,
Dr. Rajendran, Bro. Dawn Moses, Bro. Antipas

Christ changed his life and how Jesus is now so real and dear to him. The following morning
when they were about to reach Madras, the co-passenger asked brother to pray. With great
difficulty brother was able to pray just one sentence saying "Lord, if what this man is saying
is true, then give me faith that I also may believe". The Lord answered that prayer after 4
years!
In the year 1959, he was sent to Belfast in Northern Ireland where they were building the
first aircraft carrier for the Indian Navy. As part of the inspection team he was there for
nearly 2 years. While he was returning in the year 1961 from Belfast to India, the ship docked
at a place called Teloi in France. He visited a nearby town - Lourdes, which is very famous
and sacred for the Roman Catholics. But he returned to the ship completely disillusioned
when he saw that everything there was completely commercialized.
A few days later a young man on the ship gave him a New Testament. With much interest
he started reading it. While he read, every doubt regarding the person of Jesus Christ went
away from his mind. So he committed his life to Him and asked Jesus to lead him.
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Bro. Lazar Sen, Bro. Cyrus and Bro. Hanock Sen are in the picture

man of God, the Lord has done His great work till h ow in Jehovah Shammah. Even now this
great work continues to grow under sincere believers and able leadership of elders and God's
servants.
For Jehovah Shammah's 25th anniversary my father composed one song 'Tum Yad Karo sab
Bakht o Prabhu ne kya kya kiya' ("Bakthargale Dhyanithiduvom Karthar Saitha Nanmaigal
Evalavo" in Tamil) which encourages us to meditate on the wonderful things God has done
for us. This song has become an all time favourite in our assemblies.
I had the privilege to attend the golden jubilee in 1991 with my father in Jehovah Shammah.
As I began my full time service for my Lord Jesus in 1989 this event gave me a very big
impact of how God does His work and sustains for years together from one generation to
another. Those days uncle Bakht Singh, the great man of God was also present but was very
weak physically to speak.
Now when we have come to the 75th anniversary many great men of God have departed
to their eternal home but God's work which He has done with a great eternal purpose
Eph.3:10,11 continues. Now In this age it is our responsibility to declare the works of God
to the next generation. Psa.145:4. May the Lord of all grace help us that like David we may
serve our generation faithfully. (Acts 13:39).

L
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Brother T .E.Koshy: A Calling for International Students
Ministry
Dr. T.E. Koshy

r. T.E. Koshy was one of the six brothers appointed by Brother Bakht Singh to carry
on the Ministry in India and other parts of the world. He ministered in the church
at Jehovah Shammah on several occasions. It is through him that believers in Jehovah
Shammah learnt about Ministry among International Students in the USA. Dr. Koshy is
the author of "Brother Bakht Singh of India: An account of 20 111 century Apostolic Revival."
He was born on September 28, 1933 and raised in an orthodox Christian family in Kerala
and came to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior at the age of 10. He married
Dr. Indra, who studied and served in Christian Medical College, Vellore. They were blessed
with a son, Jay Koshy. When the Koshy's moved to America they were led to work among
the International Students at Syracuse University. In fact, he was the Evangelical Chaplain
at Syracuse University for nearly 40 years. He coupled his Evangelical mission with the
vision of the Church that he had learnt through his association with Brother Bakht Singh.
Brother and Sister Koshy reached out to overseas students irrespective of nationality, class
and colour. They made them feel welcome and went the extra mile to provide these students
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Bl'O. Koshy with Bl'O. Bakht Singh and Bro. Lazar Sen
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Eventually, in the year 1965, he left the armed forces and came out for full time ministry. He
was with the ministry of Operation Mobilization (OM) preaching the Gospel from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. It was during this time he met Bro. Bakht Singh, who called him to "Hebron",
Hyderabad for a time of fellowship .Bro.Bakht Singh used him in the ministry, sending him
to minister in different places within India and abroad.
He was then sent to Nagercoil, a town in South India, to take care of the assembly. He
ministered there for a while and soon after his marriage, Bro. Bakht Singh sent him to
Bangalore in 1969 to take care of the assembly that gathered at 28, Cubbon Road. The Lord
blessed the ministry in the local assembly and also used him to establish assemblies in
various places. He was also widely used by various Christian organizations for His glory. He
was serving the Church until the Lord called him home on 21st Jan 1985.
Believers of yesteryears still remember the sermons of Bro. Amirtharaj, the clarity and
simplicity with which he expounded the Word of God. He also possessed a fine sense of
humour. A kind of pain lingers in the hearts of those who knew him and the trials that he
endured in his battle with cancer. His spirit was strong and he demonstrated the truth of
God's word, "My Grace is sufficient for thee" (1Corinthians12:9). Praise God, he had Christ
in his vessel and he is safe home now.
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all the facilities that they required on their arrival in the USA: they were picked up at the
airport, housed and provided all that they needed till they were able to settle down. He often
shared with believers at Chennai about the far reaching work of the International Assembly
at Syracuse. On their return to their respective countries, many of these overseas students
were appointed in high positions, which implied that the Koshys were instrumental in
influencing so many nations for Christ. Bro. Koshy had access to people at the bureaucratic
and diplomatic levels.
Dr.Koshy was erudite. He had degrees in Literature, Philosophy, Theology, Journalism and
Mass communication. He used his standing in the world of academics to reach the unreached.
Evangelism was his passion. He was invited to lecture in the top universities of the world. He
adhered to the words of Paul in Romans 1:16, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it
is the Power of God unto Salvation." On one occasion when he was addressing a gathering of
intellectuals in Oxford University he was led by the Holy Spirit to set aside the philosophical
discourse that he had prepared and speak of his personal experience of the Lord Jesus Christ.
At the end of his lecture, many of the unbelieving intellectuals in that gathering came forward
and thanked him for his lecture. Among them was an Indian. On speaking to him, he told Dr.
Koshy, "Sir, I want to thank you for coming and speaking on your experiences with Jesus. Ever
since I came to Oxford, I have been going to churches to hear about Jesus Christ. All I have
been hearing have been philosophical discourses, far removed from the realities of God." Bro.
Koshy asked the gentlemen his name. He was stunned when he learnt that this Indian scholar
at Oxford was none other than Mr. Ramchandra Gandhi, the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi.
(This incident is documented in 'The Invested Life' by Bro.Joel Rossenberg).
Brother Koshy ministered not only to the intellectuals, but also in churches, as a Bible
teacher. He had the ability to relate to people of different socio cultural backgrounds and
levels of education. It was the Love of God that he spoke of with great zeal and passion. He
practiced Agape love in his Ministry among students.

7

Sailing With Christ in the Vessel: The Testimony of Bro.
Amirtharaj, Servant of God.
John Amirtharaj

rother Amirtharaj was born into a devout Catholic family in a place called Palayamkottai,
South India. As he grew older, he was jn se~rc.If..of true peace which he could not find.
After completing his Naval engineering, he had the opportunity of sailing to different
countries on the Indian Navy ships. In the year 1958 while coming home on leave, his copassenger from Bombay shared his testimony on how he had travelled to different countries,
preached in various churches while he himself was living in sin! He then shared how Jesus
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1111
Testimonies of the Elders/Deacons of
Yesteryears
The Man Who Trembled at the Word of God:
Bro. R.R. Rajamani

1

Sis. Evelyn Amala and Bro. Abraham King
ur father, Bro. R.R. Rajamani was among the first elders of Jehovah Shammah. He was
the second son of Mr. Rayappah (an evangelist) and his wife Param Jothi. They were
blessed with nine children who were brought up in the fear of the Lord. Having been raised
in a godly atmosphere, Bro Rajamani accepted the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour at
the age of sixteen through his Headmaster Mr. Perianayagam who was a great inspiration
and encouragement to him. He along with his friend Gnanamani went to many villages
distributing tracts. There were some days when they even went without food and slept under
the trees.

O

Bro. Rajamani served in the military (at Basra in Iraq) in World War 1. On his return he
secured a job in the Railways. In his profession he earned the reputation of being truthful. He
was married to Sis. Navaneetham and they were blessed with three children. Bro. Rajamani
lived in Jehovah Shammah till his last breath. His autobiography Monsoon Day Break is an
edifying account of the ministry in Jehovah Shammah during the early days.

Testimony of Bro. Rajamani (Excerpt from Hebron Messenger 1966)
One day in August 1938 my mother came and asked me how long it was since I had been to
a place.of worship. I replied, "More than 6 months." She rebuked me and said, "You seem to
be deserting Christ." I did not say anything more to her but in my heart I was saying, "I have
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Bro. Bakht Singh with the.first elders of "Jehovah-Shammah" Bro. Rajamani, Bro. Durai Raj,
Bro. Devashayam and Bro. George Rajaratnam and other co-workers Bro. John Paul,
Bro. Leslies Carter and Bro. C.E. Dasan

Bro. Bakht Singh with Bro. Dumiraj, Bro. Rajamani, Bro. Dawn Moses and Bro. Enoch
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no confidence in any preacher." I was not really away from the Lord. In fact I used to go into
the villages with my accordion and preach to the people.
Then one day my mother told me that a new preacher, a Sikh from Punjab, had come to
Madras and was now preaching in the Methodist Episcopal Church premises. She requested
me to go and listen to his preaching. So, just to please my mother, I went to his meeting. It
was the third day he had been preaching there. There was much singing at the beginning
of the service and then a young man stepped on to the platform. Someone whispered to me
'That is Bakht Singh!'
I must say I was very disappointed. During my military service I had seen many Sikhs usually
well dressed in collar and tie, strong and sturdy with beard and moustache, and when they
shouted it would be like the roaring of a lion. But here was a lean young man with neither
beard, moustache, collar nor tie. I thought as I had been disappointed in so many preachers
before, I would now be disappointed once again in this man. At that moment he said, 'Let
us pray.'
There was a huge crowd in the gathering and I was far off from the platform. But as I knelt
down with that vast throng in prayer, somehow that prayer went deep into my heart. When it
was over I asked the man next to me, 'Does he pray at the end of the sermon also?' He replied
in the affirmative. I did not even listen to the sermon. I was just waiting to hear that kind of
prayer once more. At the closing prayer, I knelt down again with my heart lifted up to God.
I was strangely awakened in my soul. I thought that if this man could pray in this manner,
there must surely be something in him.
The next day saw me sitting in the very front bench and I simply drank in every word of the
preacher. I can never forget the words of the text that day, "Behold, He prayeth" (Acts 9:11).
Thus it was that the Lord caught me through prayer. A great change came into me, and my
heart was full of joy when Brother Bakht Singh announced that there would be all-night
prayer at Red Hills that weekend. I went there with my bedding-roll expecting to hear a nice
sermon and pray for some time and then go to bed.
We gathered in the hall at about 9:30 p.m. Brother Bakht Singh read a few verses h ere and
there and said "I do not know whether in Madras you have ever h eard of all-night prayer
meetings but let us go to prayer now and pray as long as the Lord leads". I smiled and said
to myself that for my part I would remain for some time and then go and have a good sleep.
It was with that intention I had brought my bedding-roll.
We were sitting on bamboo mats, the very hard, rough kind, not very comfortable, prayer
started and I knelt erect and closed my eyes. I tell you, Brothers and Sisters, I do not know
how that night passes away so quickly. I was in a rapture of prayer and the meeting was
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concluded I opened my eyes. I found I was still erect upon my knees. I thought about an
hour must have passed but to my amazement I saw that it was nearly day break. What others
prayed that night I was not aware of, but the spirit of prayer fell upon me. I was drawn very
close to the Lord.
It was the beginning of a mighty revival and the preparation for a mighty awakening ........The

Psalmist says, "Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power" (Psalm 110:3).
2

"In that ye did it to the least of these my brethren ye did it
unto Me" (Psalm 25:40)
Testimony about Bro. R.P. Dorairaj, Elder Jehovah Shammah
Bro. Victor Abishai (Son of Bro. Dorairaj)

ro. R. P. Dorairaj was born on September 1511i 1905 in Christianpettai which is in
Villiputtore, Ramanathapuram District in South India. He hails from a family of
Servants of God who have served for five generations. He passed his SSLC in first class
and wanted to join the palace in Travancore. However his elder brother did not consent
to this plan. He learnt typing and stenography and joined Corporation of Madras (Ripon
Building) and worked with the Chief Engineer. Right from that time he was a person who
was d~termined to do everything in a systematic and skilful way. He used to gather young
men and enact Christian plays: he did God's work in this way. In 1935, Bro. Dorairaj and
Bro. R. R. Rajamani formed a prayer group along with a number of young boys. The group
used to go to different parts of Madras (Chennai) from street to street and proclaim the
gospel. Bro. Jesudas (Pattukarar) was also part of this venture. This ministry continued till
1938. Later these brethren joined Bro. Bakht Singh and were serving the Lord, the details
of which are given in chapter 1, "History of the Work at Jehovah Shammah." In 1941, Bro.
R.R. Rajamani, T. Rajarathnam and RP. Dorairaj served as Elders of Jehovah Shammah.
As per 1 Corinthians 4:15 they were "like a father and a shepherd to the flock". Bro. Dorairaj
would finish secular work and look into the matters of the church. He would visit our
believers who were sick/ suffering and pray with them. God had blessed him with such a
unique administrative capacity that he was able to execute every endeavour with the help
of God. Bro. Bakht Singh would entrust all the responsibility of the Church during the Holy
Convocation to him. Since he worked with the Corporation of Madras, he knew the officials
in the Police Department, Water Works Department. These connections helped him to
efficiently handle all the work in relation to the Holy Convocation. When local pastors and
reverends approached him for information from the Corporation in relation to building/
construction he would readily help them. Even today, when Rev. Sam Chelladurai meets
us the children of Bro. Dorairaj he recalls our father's helpful nature and says that he is a
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person who-cannot be forgotten. His resourcefulness as a person who was employed with
the Corpofation of Madras was a blessing to Christians and non-Chrisitians alike. He helped
everyone irrespective of religion. He also used these opportunities of help and assistance to
share the gospel with non-Christians and unbelievers.
He spent so much time with the things of God and Church work that he could not allocate
much time for his household responsibilities. However, we had a good Christian upbringing
- There was never a day when we did not have family prayer, both in the morning and
even mg.
Mrs. Dorairaj (Manonmani Santhama) was his own uncle's daughter. Sis. Jeba Samuel who
served full time in Jehovah Shammah in 'Sathyam' ministry (till her home call) was the
sister of Mrs. Dorairaj. Bro. Dorairaj was blessed with 9 children- Roy (who served the Lord
as a full time minister at Hephzibah Prayer House, Pallavaram), Suganthy, Prema (also
serving full time in Jehovah Shammah), Samuel Benaiah (who used to be involved in the
cooking ministry in Jehovah Shammah), Victor Abishai (who is also involved in ministry),
Phoebe, Sheeba, Aholibah and John Nimrod. These 9 children were raised in the fear and
nurture of the Lord. They lived and grew up in Jehovah Shammah compound. He was so
approachable, like a father and he did all that he could for people who came to him for help.
He also served as the Editor of Sathyam Magazine of Jehovah Shammah. His commitment
to the ministry was so strong and deep, that he resigned his secular job and gave himself to
full time ministry.
·
Ailments soon caught up with him. But he kept all this to himself. To add to the sad situation,
his wife was called to glory in 1968. He was depressed and his health deteriorated. On July 14th
1970, he was admitted in Royapettah Hospital. From there he was taken to Christian Medical
College, Vellore and was brought back to Chennai on August 31st. The cancer in his body had
reached the advanced stage. Nothing could be done. At that time, the kind of medicines that
we have today, were not available. On September 15111 1970, he peacefully entered eternal
rest. Incidentally, his birthday and the day of his death are the same (September 15th)
What happened on 16th September, the day after his death is unforgettable. A man went
round the whole of Purasawalkam (where Jehovah Shammah is located) on his cycle and
announced, "The man who helped Madras has passed away. If anyone wants to see him,
go to 19, Ritherdon Road, Vepery." So many pastors and local people came and paid their
respects to him. On that occasion Meera Sahib, Chief Engineer, Corporation of Chennai,
testified to the fact that Bro. R.P. Dorairaj was truthful, faithful in his work, impartial and
spiritually pure.

plan for his leadership in the spread of the kingdom of God. The disciple Bro. George along
with a few devout believers as Bros. Christopher and Winifred, and from Jehovah Shammah
expert translator and Lyrics composer Bro. Moses, nurtured the Assembly BETHEL. It
has, since the '50s, grown to its present stature and prominence from the small Prayercell meeting at his residence and Sis. Pushpa George was the ever-gracious hostess to
groups, large or small specially the Gospel Raid of believers from Jehovah Shammah. Bro.
George also started in the town the Christian Businessmen's Fellowship, and had the most
cordial relations with the YMCA, Railway Colony, the American College, and was a frequent
speaker at their Worship services. Railway officials who, on their own, chose to be active
members of Bethel were helpful friends to members of the congregation at times of need.
There was the Evangelical Graduates Fellowship held in our house every week. There was
active participation of believers as Dr. Dorothy Johnson, Bro. Arthur Hope and many from
Colleges Hospital and Schools. To many his office room was a welcome place for counsel and
prayer. He untiringly travelled to many places in the southern districts on official business,
and in many of these places too he founded small prayer groups that continue now keeping
the ministry of Bethel vibrant.
Transferred to another well-known temple-town Kumbakonam to head the large transport
and engineering organisation SRVS Ltd., he lost no time in public relations and soon came
to be respected not only as a fair and firm administrator, but also a devout Christian who was
cordial and helpful to all alike. He befriended Hindu religious heads and they appreciated
his friendly visits and the religious discourses he had with them. This surprising aspect of
his cordial relations with the 'Adheenams' was evident as the religious heads joined others
in paying respects to his mortal remains by placing, as was their tradition, a shawl over the
body. He regularly attended the local CSI Church in town until founding a small Assembly
using the upstairs spacious hall in his home initially as a prayer-cell that in due course
grew to be a regular Assembly with regular morning and evening services on Sundays. He
passed away "in harness" peacefully early on Monday, the 1st September, 1975. The previous
day (Sunday) he had preached at both the morning and evening services. To the very last,
Brother George Rajaratnam was, in word and deed, obedient to his Master and Friend, the
Lord Jesus Christ. His mortal remains were taken from Kumbakonam to Madurai and laid
to rest after a moving funeral service at BETHEL, the House of Prayer that he had, in God's
abundant grace, founded and joyfully nurtured in Madurai. BETHEL is celebrating its 6ot11
anniversary next month, May 2016.

The Family
Wherever he went and whatever he did, Bro. George Rajaratnam honoured his Master Jesus
Christ and unceasingly witnessed about His infinite goodness, grace and saving power. His
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I would like to narrate another instance which speaks of the love and respect that people had
for our father, Bro. Dorairaj. Bro. Thangavelu (of MGR Nagar) who is now settled in the US
visited Sis. Stally, who served in Jehovah Shammah and lived in the US in her old age. At her
residence in USA, Bro. Thangavelu was surprised to see a life size picture of Bro. Dorairaj.
Sis. Stally said that the person in the picture was her own father!
There was a time, when there was some confusion at the church at Gudiyattam. When our
father received a trunk call regarding this matter around 9.00 am in the morning, he took a
bus immediately and reached Gudiyattam by 2.00 am. He then called for the church people,
sorted out the matter, settled it peacefully and returned to Chennai the same day.
He was a person who responded immediately to requests and went out of the way to help.
When Bro George Abraham who was in the kitchen ministry in Jehovah Shammah passed
away suddenly when he was on a visit to Bangalore, our father Bro. Dorairaj, on hearing the
news, immediately took a car which belonged to Bro. Gupta (Director of ELS - Evangelical
Literature Society) and went to Bangalore. He brought the body back to Chennai and
conducted the funeral service.
There are many who can testify to the kindness, compassion and helpfulness of
Bro. R.P. Dorairaj both to the flock of God at Jehovah Shammah and non Christians whom
he encountered in the course of his life.

3

Bro. George Rajarathnam: A Life truly Aflame for Christ
Sis. Beaulah Mitra
(Daughter of Bro. George Rajarathnma)

rother Bakht Singh, the lay-preacher from Punjab, first came to Madras in 1938. I was
born in 1938. Hence, historically speaking, I may say that the assembly in the city and
I started about the same time in Madras! In those early years open-air Gospel meetings,
processions with a message and singing were common, and am told that as a toddler I
enjoyed being taken along in a pram with these processions.

B

In the year 1938 a few significant events changed the lives of my parents George Rajaratnam
and Hannah Pushpavati, who were then active members of the Scottish Church St. Andrews,
in Choolai, Madras. My father was deeply stirred by the Word of God preached by Bro.
Bakht Singh. On 151 September, 1939, my father, an Elder in the Church, accepted the Lord
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. The Lord spoke to him through the verse, "I am the
resurrection and the life" (John 11:25). My parents experienced the joy of a new light in their
lives and continued serving the Church at Choolai faithfully.
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About this time the Indian Ministers Conference passed a resolution that no facility or
assistance whatever should be extended by any of the churches to the lay-preacher, Brother
Bakht Singh. Accordingly, the Church at Choolai turned down a request from a few members
who had requested the church for permission for an open-air Gospel meeting to be led by
Bro. Bakht Singh. Much disturbed by this refusal, George Rajaratnam, after much prayer,
resigned in 1941 his office as an Elder in the Church as well as from his membership at
the Church. The Rev. Samuel Subramaniam, who was an uncle of George and Pastor of
the Church at the time (and later the CSI Bishop in Coimbatore) tried in vain to dissuade
the nephew from resigning from the Church. But the family's zeal in conversion from
Hinduism to Christian discipleship could not be reconciled with fettered membership in the
Church. The decision to relinquish the membership had been prayerfully taken by the Elder
and there was no turning back from it. It was a momentous decision in the life of George
Rajaratnam. It set the disciple free to render free and unfettered service all through his life
to his Lord and Master Jesus Christ. The resignations mentioned had no impact whatever on
his Christian obedience and he was far from growing bitter and estranged from the Church
and her ministry. He remained to the end of his sojourn, a loyal friend of churches and other
independent groupings and they valued his uncompromising witness no less.
There were about the same time (1941) similar resignations from a few others from their
respective churches in the city. R.P. Dorairaj and R.R. Rajamani were among them.
Encouraged by the fellowship and prayerful leading of Bro. Bakht Singh, these two along
with my father George Rajaratnam laboured for the founding of the Assembly in Madras.
The Assembly, JEHOVAH SHAMMAH, came into being the same year. By God's infinite
grace the ministry of the Assembly has steadily grown to its present dimensions in India and
abroad. In 1944 the Assembly prayed for God's guidance for setting apart Elders to take the
spiritual lead and ensure the strengths and spread of the ministry of the Assembly and the
Church. Brothers George Rajaratnam, R.P.Dorairaj and R.R.Rajamani were chosen as the
Elders. From then on, these servants laboured yet harder for the Lord.

Housing the Assembly in Madras
A spacious enough place had to be found for the growing membership of the Assembly to
regularly meet for study of the Word, prayer and planning the outreach to various places
in the State. Bro. Bakht Singh and the Elders regularly prayed for a suitable site and funds
for its purchase. In answer to prayers, freewill offerings from members of the Assembly in
the city and elsewhere were encouraging for the purchase of the suitable site found by the
Ritherdon Road in Vepery. Brother Bakht Singh and the Elders used to have their own allnight prayer meetings on top of the Pallavaram Hill for the needs of their ministry. Trusting
in the Lord they were unmindful of snakes, scorpions and other crawling creatures in the
dark on the hill. The all-night vigils sustained their faith and gave them hope. A day before
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life at home too was one of rigorous spiritual discipline. He never missed an opportunity to
exhort members of the family to unquestioningly submit to the will and plan of God at all
times and in all situations. The strength of this conviction on his part could not possibly be
missed by any who knew him for it was all too apparent the manner he cared for his severely
handicapped daughter Elizabeth who could not talk or walk and was most lovingly nursed
her fon4 years by the family. His mother-in-law Gnanaselvam Arunachalam, herself a strong
Believer, reinforced the family's faith in this Child-care in no small measure. Throughout,
the parents acknowledged the Elizabeth's presence requiring extraordinary care as an
unfailing resource to lessons in Christian obedience. My brother Joshua Stanley Rajkumar
and I had the best of Christian training at home. Our spouses are also believers and Bro.
and Sis. George's grandchildren did not lack the Christian training in our homes. The family
prayers at home atl east lasted an hour. He prayed for each and every one by name and the
many Assemblies. His memory was amazing. My brother Joshua and I had to bring few of
the senior citizens to Bethel by our car. A few months after Bethel was founded, my father,
brother and Thangiah (the boy who grew up in our house) cleaned the entire place, spread
mats etc. on Sundays. Both, my brother and I got married in Bethel, solemnised by Bro.
Bakht Singh. His concern for the wellbeing of all he knew in places far and near, and the
manner he kept track of places, people and their needs by his visits, letters and prayers was
a near miracle. He was much respected by Christians and others alike. Large numbers of his
business associates and friends paid their respects at Kumbakonam where he passed away
and later in Madurai where the body was laid to rest.
On receiving in England the news of the end of Brother George's years of ministry, Bishop
Leslie Newbigin (Bishop in Madurai and later Bishop in Madras and Dy. Moderator of the
Church South India, and also a former General Secretary of the International Missionary
Council and Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches) wrote, "I have
known him for nearly 40 years and I have always had a great regard and admiration for him
for he was an outstanding example of a true Christian who bore witness both by his words
and by his daily life to the power and grace of Christ."
My father George Rajaratnam's was a life truly aflame for Christ.

4

Brother Devasagayam: A Fatherly Man of God
Sis. Suguna Devasagayam (Daughter of Bro. Devasagayam)

rother Devasagayam was born to Mr. and Mrs. Gnanaprakasam on May 10, 1903 at
Palayamkottai. From the time of his birth he showed much devotion to God. He studied
at St. Joseph's school and showed much interest in games as well.

B
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the settling the land deal for locating the Assembly there was a shortfall of a small sum and
the merciful Lord surprised them with a Money Order for the same amount from one Mrs.
Sinclair whom BrotherBakht Singh had earlier met in England and who had since moved to
Kotagiri in the Nilgiris from where the remittance was made! The site was purchased and
the ministry took wings.

Bro. George's Ministry in Madras, Colombo, Madurai &Kumbakonam
All the aforesaid experiences of Bro. George Rajaratnam in Madras fully prepared him for his
co-worker's role in ministry in the years thereafter in the Lord's vineyard. Although employed
in secular organisations, he never, to his very last day, failed in his Christian witness. It was
total and uncompromising. The verses, "whatever ye do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men, since you know you shall receive an inheritance from the
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord you are serving" (Col. 3:23-24) were the guiding principle
of all his life. Bro. Devasahayam was chosen as the Elder at Jehovah Shammah when Bro.
George left for Colombo on transfer by his employers, the Simpson & Co. in Madras.
Working at the Simpson & Co., Madras, he had first promotion from an Office Asst. position
to an Officer's cadre. Transferred to other unit companies related to the Simpson & Co., often
to man difficult posts of responsibility where management-labour relations were frequently
of an explosive nature and sensitive, he was able to restore cordial working relations, and
this service in itself witnessed to his faith in the overall sovereignty of his Master Jesus and
of His abiding presence and guidance in lives that put their trust in Him. "Thanks be to God,
who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere
fragrance of the knowledge of him" (2 Cor. 2:14).
With steadily growing heavier official responsibilities, his first transfer to Ceylon was as
Manager of the Simpson & Co. Colombo. A few years later he returned to India to be the
Manager of George Oakes Ltd., Madurai. His final appointment was to the office of Director
and the Administrative Officer of Sree Rama Vilas Services Ltd. (SRVS) that was a large
Transport and Engineering organisation in Kumbakonam, also a unit of the Simpsons
group, the Amalgamations, Ltd. Alongside the official responsibilities in Chennai, Colombo,
Madurai and Kumbakonam, his involvement in Christian ministry in these places was
invariably sizable.
In Colombo, his ministry brought about reconciliation in a divided Assembly and he worked
joyfully with the Elders, Bros. Nicholas, Cecil de Alvis, Antipas and Meadows. Bro. Antipas'
son now administers the Assembly in Vellore succeeding Bro. Noel Barrow. Bros. Antipas
and Meadows used to regularly attend the annual Holy Convocation at Jehovah Shammah.
Bro. George's return from Ceylon and the appointment and uninterrupted stay in Madurai
for 15 years (1950-65) were in every detail, as recalled by all Believers, all too clearly a divine
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Character
Notable aspects of his character were humility, zeal to stand for the truth, and
straightforwardness. He was very honest, gentle and seldom got angry.

Salvation
He came to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ...through the ministry of Brother Sadhu
Sundar Singh. Ever since then his life changed: he used to pray for long hours.
One day as he passed through the market place with his mother, he came across a Hindu
temple. It was evening. A priest was performing some pooja in Sanskrit. As they were 20
feet away from the temple, they heard the priest crying out in the loudspeaker saying "O my
body is burning, please ask that boy go away." On hearing this, the mother and son went
back home.
This incident proves that even from childhood, he was showing godly character and God's
favor was with him. This also proves that he carried Jesus within him both when he was
young and when he was old.

Special Gift
He led a very simple life. God had given him many special gifts. Once he delivered a dhobi
who was possessed by an evil spirit, only through fasting and prayer. Many were blessed
because of his gift of healing, gift of prophesy and gift of discernment. All these gifts helped
him to pray and sing in the spirit.
He was very faithful in his secular job as a sub-registrar and was well known for his honesty
and integrity.

His encounter with Brother Bakht Singh
In 1938, Brother Bakht Singh came to Chennai and was conducting meetings at Tamil
Methodist Church. During one of these meetings he preached on Genesis 22:1, about
surrendering something that was very precious to each one personally. At that time, he laid
his 8 month baby on the altar. From that time onwards their daughter (Suguna) is still living
for glory.
Brother and sister Devasagayam used to come to the house of God even for the evening
meetings. Brother Bakht Singh used to emphasize on carrying the Bible always. If anyone did
not have a Bible a free copy would be given. Once all the Bibles were over Sister Devasagayam
removed all her jewels and gave it to Brother Bakht Singh. Finally, that amount was used for
the ministry.
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God's Call
As one elder was transferred, Brother Bakht Singh after much

prayer appointed him to be one of the elders of the church. He
did all the work in the house of God with much humility till his
last breath.
He also had a burden to visit all the sick people, people who
are going to be married, bereaved and prayed with them. Even
during his end days when he suffered severe swelling in his legs
Bro. Devasagayam
he came to the House of God and continued his house visiting.
He entered into glory on the 13 May, 1989: there are people who
still remember him today and regret that servants of God such as him are not with us now.
"He who called you is faithful" (1 Thessalonians 5:24). As per this verse, Bro. Devasagayam
labored in His vineyard for 43 years for no personal gain.

5

Following the Master: A Testimony about Prof. H. Enoch
(July 23, 1905 - April 4, 1988)
(Taken from the book Following the Master by Prof. Enoch)

rofessor Hannington Enoch was an Indian Creation Scientist, University Professor,
Theologian, Non-denominational Church Elder, Expository Teacher of the Scriptures
and Author. Born in Trivandrum Kerala India, he was named after the British Martyr James
Hannington, the Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa. His great-great grandmother and
her younger sister were Hindus belonging to the Ettuveetil Pillamar, a Nair sub-caste. The
sisters came to Christ through reading one of the Gospels in Malayalam. Both the Professor's
parents were Christians who knew the Lord personally. His father Samuel Enoch came from
Attingal, midway between Quilon and Trivandrum. His father Samuel Enoch wrote Gospel
Tracts in Malayalam, published and distributed them himself. He was a very strict man and
brought up his children with high discipline. He had some formal Seminary training and
later discontinued his Seminary education and took up business. Prof H. Enoch was the man
who opened up thoughts and dared to venture into the unclaimed territory of challenging
Darwin's Theory of Evolution in India. He was Professor of Zoology in the Visakapatanam
Medical College, A.P. The Presidency College, Chennai and The Madras Christian College,
Tambaram, Madras.

P

Sir. Cicil Wakely wrote the foreword for the Professor's book titled 'Evolution or Creation'
which was published in London with the help of Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones who felt compelled
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that the professor's book had to be published in England. The Professor was a gifted and
talented Expository teacher of the Bible, who divided the word of God rightly and taught
the scriptures with authority. He could not tolerate errors passed as truth while dividing the
word of God as much as he could not tolerate errors passed as science in the Universities.
He passionately defended the truth of the Scriptures and boldly rebuked the false teachers
of his time.
The Professor met Brother Bakht Singh Chabra, Bro. Raymond Galsworthy of Australia and
Bro. A.J.Flack of England for the first time in 1940 at a Christian Leaders Conference, in
Lady Ogle's residence at Ingledene, Conoor, Nilgiris.
The assembly at Jehovah Shammah was started on July 12, 194i. He attended the Holy
Convocation there held in the month of December. Later he was drawn to the fellowship of
these Godly men and grew to know them dearer. Bro. Bakht Singh visited Vizag for a Gospel
Campaign in 1946 and stayed with the Professor.
In 1941, Prof. H. Enoch married Dr. Shirin Tabitha Stephen, a distinguished gynecologist
who held the record of delivering quintuplets during her days. Dr. Mrs. Enoch after getting
married to the Professor gave up her medical profession and took the role of a house wife
and helpmate to her husband.
In 1949, the Professor moved to Madras and became a coworker with Bro. Bakht Singh in
the ministry at Madras. He served the saints of God at J ehovah-Shammah as Elder of the
Church since 1960. He was known as the man who preached and practiced the Sermon on
the Mount.
While describing the church at Jehovah Shammah he said "The rich and poor alike sit on the
floor on mats. After the church service they all eat together in fellowship. All work rendered
in the assembly is voluntary. There is no monthly subscription. The hand of God provided
for all material and spiritual needs. The deacons and elders are chosen after much prayer
on the basis of their spiritual qualities. Through the work at Jehovah Shammah Christians
were reawakened Christians to the importance of the Word of God. At one point the Bible
Society's Bible supply was completely exhausted.
Bro. Enoch's life and convictions serve as signposts for believers even to this day. These are
some of the memorable lines from his book Following the Master:

V. Testimonies of the Elders/Deacons of Yesteryears

"If someone was in need of Rs.500/- give
him at least Rs.50/-, than sending him
awayempty."
"Never let anyone but God know your
financial need."
"To touch and experience reality, practice
the Sermon on the Mount."
"My life is hidden with Christ in God - a
double protection."
"I desire to live for God completely and
prove the trustworthiness of the Scriptures
and expose the fallacy of evolution."

Prof. Enoch and Dr. Mrs. Enoch

"There will be no marriages in heaven, so I exhort all young people to get married soon."
"Lord, will you not raise a group of students who will stand up for the trustworthiness of the
scriptures."
"The nearer you are to the word of God, the surer is your foundation."
"In me dwelleth no good thing" and the more I look into myself, the more I discover sin and
failure. I have learnt to give way to introspection and to look continuously to Jesus moment
by moment."
"God has put His Holy Spirit within me and that Spirit gives me strength to overcome every
sin and failure."
Dr. Mrs. Enoch first passed away on 31 March 1988 and 3 days later the Professor on
April 3, 1988: this was exactly the manner in which both of them had wished to depart.
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Tribute to my Dad - David Sundarajan
By Isaac Sundarajan

This is a tribute to my dad, David Sundarajan, on the
75111 anniversary ofthe Church at Jehovah-Shammah,
Chennai, where he served as an Elder:

Introduction:
y dad, or "Brother Sundarajan" -- as he was
called by the people in the Church -- accepted
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior when he was sixteen
years old during Brother Bakht Singh's meetings in
Chennai. He subsequently got baptized by him as well,
even though his father did not believe in immersion
baptism and did not support his decision. My dad
decided to get baptized surreptitiously by asking
Bro. David Sundarajan
his brother to pass him a change of clothes through
the upstairs window. After his baptism, he became actively involved in the Church and
started evangelizing using his bicycle while pursuing his Bachelors' degree in Zoology in the
Presidency College near the beach. After he completed his degree, he was selected to become
an officer in the Fisheries Department. He was soon appointed as an elder in the Church by
Brother Bakht Singh, becoming the youngest appointed elder at that time. He was married
to his wife, Eva, and had one daughter and one son- Lydia and Isaac Suresh respectively.
He had a full-fledged career as an officer in the local state government and continued to be a
lay-elder for his entire life. This article highlights key traits and passions that dominated my
dad's life as seen through relevant life stories.

M

Amazed by Our Lord's Love:
As one of the most popular speakers during the breaking of bread in communion, my dad gave

messages that were short, but touched everyone. His love for the Lord and His marvelous
sacrifice on the cross for all of us always drew my dad to tears every time he spoke about it.
Based on countless testimonies, several people felt God's presence and were impacted by his
messages.

Passion to Empower the Next Generation:
My dad felt he was called for the young people in the Church and his desire was to empower
and train them to be the best they could be for the Kingdom of God. He was responsible for
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This is a photo during the dedication of the Church in Andaman Islands

the youth of the Church and faithfully chaired the youth meetings after lunch time for many
years. He also took the youth for retreats, evangelism trips, village visits, and conducted
numerous special meetings for them. He encouraged the youth to participate actively in
various ministries and supported them to thrive independently. After his death, many people
called me and mentioned how they had been touched and encouraged by my dad during
their youth, and how that had eventually led them to be in ministry. Recently, I received a
call from a person in England who mentioned how my dad had changed his life forever by
his mentorship during his younger years in Vellore.

Uncanny Problem-Solving and Mediation Ability:
My dad had a God-given ability to mediate any conflict and bring people together to solve
the problem at hand. He was called many times to help solve conflicts. One of the most
notable times was during his government career when there was a major fishermen conflict
between India and Sri Lanka. He was called upon by former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
to intervene and he successfully solved a major conflict to the amazement of many because
of God's wisdom and presence in his life. He also helped mediate numerous Church and
family issues.
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Loved People from Diverse Backgrounds:
My dad did not differentiate people in terms of economic status, ethnicity, language, or
background. For example, he had a special place in his heart for people who spoke Telugu
since he fondly remembered his first posting in the Indian government (before the states
were divided) in Vizag. He sta1ted his lay ministry to the Telugu-speaking population in
Vizag and planted the Church there along with one of his close friends. Likewise, later
in his career, he was posted in Neelangarai - when it was still a small village - and had
significant impact there, with many coming to know the Lord as they saw him live his life in
a transparent, practical way. He helped numerous people find jobs and counseled many with
diverse backgrounds and varying socio-economic conditions.

God Fulfills His Desires:
One of my dad's desires was that he would work until he was 58 years old in the fisheries
industry and then focus solely on the ministry, even though the retirement age in government
at that time was only 55 years old. When he was 54, he was involved in a ground-breaking
research project onthe growth of large shrimp in brackish water. He proved that shrimp
could be farmed and could grow very large in a brackish farm setting. At that time, the
results of his research were revolutionary and his paper was published in an international
conference in the Netherlands. This was the birth of shrimp farming in India. As a result,
when he was ready to retire at 55, he was offered many consulting positions and joined
Union Carbide as a consultant to build and grow a shrimp culture farm. He ended up making
more money in these three years than all his life working for the government! Promptly, at
the end of his 58th year, he decided to walk away from his consulting position much to the
dismay of everyone and stuck to his original goal. He later focused only on ministry and the
activities in Jehovah Shammah.

Father to the Father-less:
My dad was the dad to many - to relatives and friends who had lost their fathers at a young
age. He had God-given compassion for those families and became their guardian. Many have
looked to my dad for guidance on choices they had to make, and many villagers would even
call him "Appa," while seeking his counsel on pivotal decisions. For example, my dad adopted
a poor girl in the village whose father was an alcoholic and died due to liver problems. My
dad educated her, led her to the Lord, and later, had her married to another believer from
the Church, much to the amazement of many in the village!

Healing and Hospital Impact:
During my dad's later years, he moved to the U.S. to be with his wife in Southern California.
After a few years, he was diagnosed with Leukemia and was admitted in the hospital to
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According to God's promise is in Mathew 6. 33, God blessed my parents, Late Bro. Bhaskara
Rao & Santhoshamma: as on this 75th anniversary of Jehovah Shammah their generation
stands with 8 children, 21 grand children and 22 great grand children. Praise and Glory be
only to our Lord Jesus Christ who loved us and gave Himself for us. All the 8 children along
with their spouses and 21 grand children along with their spouses are all born again, living
as families & serving our Lord and are spread across countries such as USA, Canada, UK,
Australia, Kuwait & India. Over and above these countries, they have ministered the Word
at few counties like Singapore, South Africa, Israel, Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia, & Qatar.

8

A Godly Legacy: The Life and Service of Bro. D.S. Gururaj
Sis. Manora Daniel

thank God for giving me a Godly father, Mr. D.S. Gururaj and a Godly mother,
Mrs. Suganthi Gururaj who were blessed by the ministry of Bro. Bakht Singh and were in
the fellowship from 1945. God had blessed them with three children - Bangaru, Manora and
David. Our parents brought us up in the fear and nurture of the Lord.

!

My father was appointed Elder by Bro. Bakht Singh after much prayer and waiting upon the
Lord. By the grace of God and prayers of the saints, he was able to carry on his responsibilities
faithfully.
Both my parents were hard working and prayerful and spent a lot of time praying together.
I have seen my father waiting upon the Lord for many hours to prepare a sermon. I have
seen him meditating on the Word of God every day, apart from the time he devoted to quiet
time. He would always be ready for any message
for any situation anywhere. This really used to
fascinate me! At the same time, he would never
shirk any responsibility at home. He was dutiful
and responsible even in his secular work.
In 1963, he was posted to Bangalore where he
was an Elder at Hermon House of Worship and
served the Lord for more than ten years with Bro.
Rajendran, Bro. Daniel, Bro. Burma Joseph, Bro.
K. Philip and Bro. Amirtharaj. His association with
these servants of God helped him to grow more in
the Lord and work in His vineyard. In 1975 he came
back to Chennai and served as an Elder till he was
called to glory.

Bro. & Sis. D.S. Gururaj
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undergo chemotherapy treatment. He
did not get depressed or discouraged at
any point, but stayed very positive, and
everybody who visited him there were
encouraged by his faith. I remember, he
would walk with the IV in his hand around
the hospital to visit other patients and to
pray for them, positively impacting the
entire oncology ward. God miraculously
healed him and he went in to remission,
remaining completely healthy until his
home call over fifteen years later!

Bro. David Sundarajan with his son
Bro. Issac Sundarajan

Intercessor:
My dad was actively involved in a local Church in Southern California where he was fondly
known as "Elder David." He became more of an intercessor and would pray for long periods
every day, from which I have personally benefitted. I used to be in a challenging business
career and I eagerly sought him for his covering and prayer for my trips and important
meetings. He would faithfully pray on a daily basis. Many of us received answered prayers
due to his intercessory ministry, and even though it was a major loss after his home call, he
is remembered by many who carry on his legacy- to include my mother who has taken over
the intercessory role.

My Personal Lessons Learned:
As I grew up watching my dad, here are the lessons I have learned which I try to follow in
my life:
1.
Start the day with quiet time, reading the Bible, and praying to God.
2.

Ask for God's wisdom in everything and do not rely on your own strength.

3.

Acknowledge everyone has a God-given purpose and enable them to accomplish it as
you accomplish your purpose in this world.

4.

Do not be perturbed in any situation- our Lord is always there with you!

5.

Be transparent, practical, and real to everyone. Do not be a fake. God knows us fully!

6.

Do not rob God - give what belongs to God first. (My dad's first priority was to set aside
the tithe when he was paid before spending money on any expenses.)

7.

Be content in where God has placed you and accomplish His purpose in you.
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Legacy:
These are some of the traits I experienced as I saw how my dad lived. I am thankful for the
legacy he has left behind for family and friends all over the world. He loved to serve in the
Lord's ministry at Jehovah Shammah, and although he did not talk too much about what
he did for the Lord, I learned how to be a God-fearing man from him. After his home call in
2009 to be with the Savior, I continued to learn different aspects about him through others
he had touched- Glory to our Lord Jesus for a life well lived. His legacy will continue on
through the people around the world he impacted!

7

Humble and Faithful Servant of God: Bro. Bhaskara Rao
Bro. John Somaiah

y dad, Late M.C. Bhaskara Rao was 26 years old when Late Bro. Bakht Singh was
ministering at Chennai. He along with his elder sister, Late Sundaramma Moses went
together in open air processions at Chennai during 1941 when revival took place at Chennai.

M

My dad was originally having fellowship at Telugu Baptist Church, Vepery, but on hearing
that revival meetings were taking place at different churches at Chennai through God's
servant, Late Bro. Bakht Singh, they left their church and joined for fellowship and spiritual
growth at the house where originally our fellowship started at Chennai. Later on they moved
to the present place, i.e. Jehovah-Shammah. I remember as a boy, my dad saying that
they wanted to buy the present premises for Rs.1,46,000 (Rupees one lakh and forty six
thousand). Even though we were financially poor, my dad also pledged a certain amount
towards the purchase of the building as did many others.
My dad was used by the Lord among Telugu believers at Jehovah Shammah and as a boy I
used to go with him for cottage prayer meetings that we had every Wednesday at Gun Powder
Compound where I remember they used to give us black coffee and a snack of peanuts and
jaggery after the meeting: this is something which I enjoyed very much. We also went to serve
among Telugu people of Jehovah-Shammah at Aynavaram, Villivalkam, and other places.
My dad used to have cottage prayer meetings at our home, Ashtabhujam Road, Vepery and
I remember as a boy & my dad used to order SKC (sweet, karam & coffee) from a good hotel
and show his hospitality. His hospitality has taught me to continue to do the same at Kuwait
with lunches and dinners to fellow believers.
Late Bro. Bakht Singh, was led of the Lord to nominate my dad as one of the elders. My
dad was also in charge of finances at Jehovah Shammah. I remember as a boy, my dad used
to say that when Late Bro. Bakht Singh was visiting Jehovah Shammah now and then, he
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His main burden was to visit the poor and needy in the church. He would have a list of those
who were in hospital or going through problems of some kind. He would visit them and pray
with them even though he had a very responsible secular job. Our Elder, Bro. Jeremiah used
to take him in his vehicle to all these places. My father knew every family, their names and
their needs. He was present at every meeting during the week and would return home only
around 10 or upm.
My father Bro. D.S. Gururaj was responsible for Sunday Class ministry in the Church. As
he was in the teaching line, he was particular about discipline among the children and the
teachers adn their behaviour in the House of God. The lessons were to be taught properly
and systematically. He would insist on the teachers visiting the homes of the children and
having a good relationship with their parents.
As per the saying "Behind every successful man, there is a woman", my mother played a
wonderful role of supporting my Dad in the ministry. She spent lot of time in prayer. She
helped in the Sunday Class ministry and also encouraged sisters to pray in small groups
(prayer cells). She was a source of inspiration and comfort to many sisters who came with a
broken heart.

Both my father and mother honoured the Lord, the Lord's House, the Lord's Word and the
Lord's people till they breathed their last. Let all glory and honour be unto His name.

9

Faithful Steward - Brother & Sister B.D John

rother B.D. John was an Elder of Jehovah
Shammah. They both laboured with all their
heart and soul. Brother was an Income Tax Officer
in Chennai and Sister was Inspectress of Schools.
Though they were in high position, they served the
Lord and God's people with all humility. They lead a
simple life and gave generously to people who were
in need and God servants. They started the Sunday
school for Bentick School hostel girls: every Saturday
they visited them and used to encourage and counsel
them.

B

Bro. Devasagayam (left) and
Bro. B.D. John (right)
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used to call "Bhaskara Rao" and hand over to him all the envelopes from his pockets that
he has received as gifts from various sources, to maintain the accounts. My dad said, Late
Bro. Bakht Singh, never opened any envelope to see how much one particular person has
given and he loved and respected all irrespective of the amounts they gave as gifts for the
Lord's service. This act has also helped me in my ministry to love all the believers whether
they are rich or poor.
I also remember, once all the elders at Jehovah Shammah were asked to step down from
their positions as Elders. After a period of time Late Bro. Bakht Singh re-instated all the
elders once again. This particular action was of great encouragement to me at my ministry
at Kuwait where I was also asked to come down from my position of an elder at Kuwait but
later on I was re-instated after a gap of 12 years. I was happy during the testing period of 12
long years.
My parents had 8 children and even though my dad used to go to church and its activities
almost every evening and only our Mom used to take care of us - still, God blessed all the 8
children and their 21 grand children & 7 great grand children. When our Dad passed away
in 1981 he was 66 years old. My mother was called to glory in 2005, years after the home
call of our Dad. After my dad was called to glory, Late Bro. Bakht Singh invited my Mom to
come over to Hebron, Hyderabad to stay for a month during her days of bereavement. Late
Bro. Bakht Singh arranged for my mom and my brother Peter for fellowship at Kalimpong
Convocation in 198i. He also arranged woolen clothes for the cold climate.
My dad, Late Bro. Bhaskara Rao was a man of prayer. When I returned from my school, as a
boy, I would find him upon his knees and praying with sweat, since there was no fan at our
home during those days. Those prayers are being fulfilled in the families of all his 8 children
& the church at Jehovah-Shammah, even now after his home call in 1981
Once, when my Dad was working as Sanitory Inspector, a milk man gave him Rs. 5 as illegal
gratification. The same night when he attended the meeting at Jehovah Shammah, Late Bro.
Rajamani was preaching saying "mamool" /bribe is a sin and after that meeting my dad tore
that Rs. 5 currency note in the compound and never again was subject to such practices and
kept his testimony among his colleagues at Corporation of Madras. My dad never owned
any property. When he spoke about this he quoted John 14.2, In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you" ..He always
said that his 8 children were his property.
The funeral service of my father was conducted by Late Bro. Bakht Singh. At the time when my
dad's mortal remains were lowered into the pit, Bro. Bakht Singh shouted saying "Bhaskara
Rao!! We will meet you again, we will see you again - we will meet you again"

They were also very regular in hospital visiting. Brother was in charge of Sunday school in
Jehovah Shammah. During the Sunday class he would visit each group and ask the children
the memory verse. He would ask the teachers if they were following the scheduled portion
for the week to teach the children. He never liked any substandard syllabus to be followed
while teaching the children.
His messages were simple but powerful. Once he said "Lord Jesus, the Creator of the universe
became the carpenter first for you and me." They demonstrated the love of God through
their simple and humble ministry. They were loved, admired and respected on many counts
especially their hospitality and a togetherness as couple. That picture of them as a loving,
cheerful couple is imprinted on the minds of all those who knew them and loved them.
10

Soldier of Jesus Christ - Brother C.Samuel

rother C. Samuel, a teacher by profession, later worked in the Indian Army. After
retirement, God gave him an opportunity to serve in His house as co-worker, deacon
and an elder as he was chosen by God and advised by Bro Bakht Singh.

B

He always used to wonder from childhood why he was born, why he should study, work, get
married bring forth children and die. He accepted the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour,
when he attended a meeting in his hostel. One Brother Arch Paul conducted those meeting
and spoke on Isaiah 53:5. He also asked the gathering to read the verse in such a way that
where ever the word 'HE' came, he wanted the gathering to read as 'Jesus' and wherever the
word 'our' came, he wanted the gathering to read it with their name.
After his salvation, he back slid as there was no one to guide him in the right path. When
he was 33 years old, he was listening to the message of Brother Moses (Chennai). Brother
Moses was asking the same question which he often asked "Where would I go after I die?"
So he said, "Lord I am perfect, if I die I will go to heaven only". Then God brought all the sins
he committed right from childhood before his eyes. He felt as though there is a big stone on
his head. He wept bitterly and asked the Lord to forgive his sins. He promised the Lord that
he would give him the first place in all that he does and then would come his family.
He felt as though a current was passing through his body, and his whole body was shivering.
His heart was filled with joy and peace. All the old things passed away: the pride that he was
the Major and a Sargeant vanished away.
After he retired from the Indian Army, the devil persuaded him to open a workshop. So he
spent all his money on this. He had not asked the will of God nor did he pray with Brother
Bakht Singh. He thought through this business, he can earn a lot and he can give a good
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education to his children. But in the course
of the years, he lost all his money and faced
a great loss.
Then he realised his mistake and asked
the Lord to forgive him. He then told
Brother Bakht Singh that he had done a
great mistake of no consulting God or him
(Bakht Singh). Brother Bakht Singh said,
"You ask the Lord to forgive you and he
will give back all that you have lost". So he
waited on the Lord from 1965 to 1959 and
spent time in prayer. His wife also asked
him to come out and serve the Lord. It was
a time when he was serving the Lord as a
deacon in the church. His wife persuaded
Bro. C. Samuel with Bro. Bakht Singh
him to surrender to God before any death
or mishaps overtake their family. At the same time Brother Enoch was giving a message on
leading a separate life. All this helped him to take a firm decision of coming to the Lord;s
service.
At the same time, when Brother Bakht Singh saw him he asked him if he closed down his
work shop. When he said 'yes' he immediately asked him to join him in their ministry. That
is how Brother C. Samuel became a co-worker in the house of the Lord and was asked to take
up the responsibility of an Elder in the church. Brother Samuel did all the work that he had
to do as an Elder of the church, caring and shepherding the flock till his last breath.
11

From the Boxing Ring to the Service of the King of Kings:
A Profile of Bro. Mark Antony
Bro. Maxwell
(Elder, Jehovah Shammah)

y father Bro. Mark Antony was born on 18111 May1908 to a Hindu couple, Thambusamy
Pillai and Chinnamma. He was the eldest of eight children. Captain Maxwell Lawford
was coaching some children in Thiruvotriyur school. Mark Antony (then known as Palayam)
was one of them. When Captain Maxwell Lawford wanted to return to England, he asked
Mark Antony to accompany him. With great difficulty Mark Antony convinced his parents
and went with the captain. He studied there in England. The Captain coached him in boxing
and he won the London Championship and British Championship in boxing. Great Britain

M

wanted to start a college in West Africa, Goldkostte,
Achimotta College, Accra. He went there as the first
group of staff to train the children of the Royal Family.
After several years abroad, on hearing that his mother
was sick, he came back to Madras in 1936. To prevent
him from going back to Africa, his parents arranged a
marriage with a girl named Violet who was studying in
Monagan School, Royapettah.
Mark Antony had initially become a Roman Catholic
since his godfather Captain Maxwell Lawford was a
Catholic. He was baptised and changed his named to
Antony from Palayam. To marry Violet, who was a
member of the Wesley Mission Church, he became a
Bro. Mark Antony with
Protestant in May 1937. The marriage was solemnized
Bro. Bakht Singh
at Wesley Mission Church, Georgetown, Madras. He
named his first son Maxwell in loving memory of his coach, Captain Maxwell Lawford.
One day, his friend, Mr. Vedanayagam, a Railway employee asked him to join him for a
meeting in Tucker Church, Georgetown, where Bro. Bakht Singh was conducting a series
of meetings. Both of them attended the evening meeting at 6pm. After the meeting, as they
were leaving, they overheard the people talking that the same preacher would be conducting
an all night prayer at the Memorial Hall. So, his friend stayed back at his place so that both
of them could go for the all night prayer. They had supper and went to Memorial Hall. All the
benches were pushed to one corner and mats were laid. While all the others were kneeling
on the mats for prayer, Mark Antony sat on the last bench. Bro. Bakht Singh preached about
the Lord's blood shed for the remission of sins. He came under conviction of sins through
the working of the Holy Spirit. Many were openly crying and confessing their sins. He also
cried and confessed his sins and repented. The next day he took his mother and brothers.
They also were convicted of their sins and confessed and accepted the Lord as their personal
Saviour. The whole of Madras came under the fire of the Holy Spirit. In the trams and buses
many people were singing and praising the Lord. Bro. Mark Antony and his family started
attending Bro. Bakht Singh's meetings at Kariappa Street and then at Jehovah Shammah
when it started on July 12th 1941. He was very active and Bro. Bakht Singh asked him to serve
as deacon. In 1985 he along with fellow deacons Bro. C. Samuel and Bro. Mani Iyer became
Elders. He was called to glory on 20th September 1994.
We as the family of Bro. Mark Antony desire to serve the Lord sincerely with dedication and
humility. Over the years we have been involved in the kitchen ministry, in God's House,
preparing food for the love feast on Sundays and special meetings. My brother Lawrence and
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brother-in-law Bro. John Kalyanasundaram, have also been a part of kitchen ministry. Our
family joins the apostle Paul in saying, "I [We] have not been disobedient to the Heavenly
vision"
12

A Powerful Voice for the Lord- Bro. M.S.Mani

rother M.S.Mani (he was also know as Mani Iyer) served as a deacon in Jehovah
Shammah. He was a gifted man, he was a good Tamil translator and he also had the gift
of singing and led the congregational singing. Reflecting on the way Brother Mani Iyer used
to sing, a voice so loud, strong and glorious is yet to be found in our midst.

B

He had a heart for ministry among children, especially the teenagers. Every year during VBS
he would take the senior class. On one occasion, when he took the lesson on five loaves and
two fishes, he served the children fish and bread. (Incidentally he was a good cook). He has
three children and Praise God; all three of them are in ministry. His daughter Sister Padmini
Pandian is a well known singer of Christian songs in Tamil.
Bro.Mani Iyer is missed by all of us, especially on this occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the
church. He is surely singing up there in heaven in his full throated voice.

13 Bro. Cornelius
ro. Cornelius served as an Elder in Jehovah Shammah. He held a good position in the
State government. Though his physique was frail, he was strong in Spirit and dedicated
to the House of God and its needs. His knowledge of matters in relation to official procedures
was of great help to the church. He also was in charge of Sunday School ministry in Jehovah
Shammah.

B

14 Finding the Joy of Individual Audible Worship:
The Journey of Bro. Anscar Timothy and Sis. Grace
Timothy. (Bro. Kenneth Timothy)
ro. Anscar Timothy & his wife Grace Timothy grew up in Kerala from their birth: they
belonged to a nominal Brethren Christian upbringing. Due to Bro. Timothy's employment
they both migrated to Burma where Bro. Timothy worked as an Accountant in the British
Lloyd's Bank for many years. Due to the war that took place in Burma both Bro. Timothy and
his wife moved to Chennai in the year 1953.

B

In the year 1954 Bro. Timothy and his wife were invited by a member of Jehovah- Shammah
to attend the Special meetings in Jehovah- Shammah. The messenger was Bro. Bakht Singh.

The first Sunday when they attended Jehovah-Shammah they marveled and were especially
attracted to the individual audible Worship of hundreds of believers worshipping the Lord
one by one. It touched their hearts and both Bro. Timothy and his wife received the Lord Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior and Lord. And in the year 1954 in the month of May they both
were baptized in Jehovah-Shammah by Bro. A.J. Flack. It was a remarkable transformation
by the Holy Spirit in their life, from that time onwards they faithfully served the Lord in
Jehovah-Shammah till their death. Every Sunday after the Worship service Bro. Timothy
along with Bro. C. Samuel, one of the Deacons, would lead 100 brothers to go out for openair ministry from 3.00 pm to 6.oo pm in the surrounding areas of Jehovah Shammah.
Bro. Timothy was as one of the 12 Deacons set apart by Bro. Bakht Singh, this was the first
batch of Deacons in Jehovah-Shammah since the beginning of the work. Sis. Grace Timothy
was a prayer warrior, for many hours each day she would be praying for the people of God and
the work of the Lord in Jehovah-Shammah. Bro. Jeremiah, who is now the present Elder at
Jehovah-Shammah, conducted her funeral service. Describing Mrs. Grace Timothy he said, "one
of the mothers in Israel has passed away", "she was a woman who travailed in prayer for many".
Bro. Timothy and Sis. Grace Timothy raised up a godly family of four children and
grandchildren who continue to serve the Lord. Bro. Timothy & Sis Grace Timothy both
served their generation faithfully in Jehovah-Shammah.

15 The Spiritual Journey of Bro. K. Joseph with
Bro. Bakht Singh at Jehovah Shammah
Bro. Raj Kumar
y grandfather Bro. K. Joseph was one of the deacons
in the Church at Jehovah Shammah at the beginning
of our testimony. He was born in 1900 at Guntur district of
Andhra Pradesh. He came to Madras in the 1920s seeking
employment and worked at Buckingham and Carnatic
Mills. He was a Christian attending Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Chennai. During that time, Bro. Bakht
Singh started the ministry at Jehovah Shammah and he
was attracted by his preaching on salvation. He started
attending the meetings in the 4o's and was saved through
Bro. Bakht Singh's ministry. Since then, he continued to
attend the fellowship at Jehovah Shammah along with
his wife and children who also were saved and baptized in
Jehovah Shammah.

M
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Every Monday, cottage prayer meeting was conducted regularly at his house, No.32,
Bashyam Street, Otteri, Chennai. All the elders including Bro. Bakht Singh would attend
the meetings to preach the gospel. God used him to visit several Telugu families in Chennai
and to preach the Gospel. Many families came to the Lord and started attending Jehovah
Shammah through his ministry.
As many Telugu families started attending Jehovah Shammah, some of them could not

understand Bro. Bakht Singh's messages with only Tamil translation. He approached
Bro. Bakht Singh and requested him to arrange for Telugu translation. He immediately
conceded his request and since then it is continued.
All the families of his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren attend our assemblies
wherever they are.
Praise be to God.

16 "And David recovered all!"
(Testimony about late, Bro. Joshua Jaykumar, Deacon, Jehovah Shammah)
By the children of Bro. Joshua Jaykumar
ruly this word from I Samuel 30:19 was the enduring force in the life of our father
Bro. Joshua Jayakumar, who served as the Youth leader and Deacon for the Church
that gathered at Jehovah Shammah. Bro. Joshua was recovered from a life of misdirection
when he read "David Recovered All" written by Bro. Bakht Singh in the early 70s. Having
surrendered his life then to the Lord, he "held faith and a good conscience" from 1972 till
the year 2005, serving the Lord in various responsibilities. He was saved more than once
miraculously from sure death: he understood that he had to go through these experiences in
order to fulfil the plan and purpose of God in and through his life.

T

Born in the tiny town of Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh in the year 1940 (June 11) he lived most of
the years of his life in the city of Chennai, moving to the city to complete his schooling and going
back to Guntur for his college education and returning soon to build his career in the glass wool
industry. His parents (Mr.& Mrs John Prakasham) were both believers and strict followers of the
Lord Jesus through the ministry of Bro Bakht Singh. His parents were both teachers at school.
Their family was a large one with five boys and two girls. Bro.Joshua Jaykumar was the eldest.
In 1966 he was married at Hebron, Hyderabad to Prem Shanthi, a Tamilian, who worked for the
Indian Airlines. The wedding was solemnized by Bro Bakht Singh.

It was in the early 7o's that they started to attend the church that gathered in Jehovah
Shammah . Both of them were very much encouraged by the ministry of Brother Bakht Singh
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Goo.

Bro. Joshua Jaykumar at the 50111 Anniversm·y meetings in Jehovah Shammah

who led them into spiritual maturity: they regularly attended the fellowship including the
convocations at Chennai and Hyderabad.
Bro. Joshua grew in the faith and nurture of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Prem
Shanthi who was baptized in the church at Jehovah Shammah, ably supported her busy and
oft-travelling husband. His life of quietness and contentment was an example to follow, for
despite worldly responsibilities, he was always available to fulfill the services he was called
upon to render in the Church.
It is a joy to recall the efficiency and speed in the service of the food during the Convocations

when Bro. Joshua led the serving team. Bro. Joshua was very much in love with the type of
folk gospel singing that is associated with Jehovah Shammah and the assemblies of Bro.
Bakht Singh.
His chief calling was leading the Church youth: many young believers benefited from their
association with him and testify about it till date. Even to this day the Church has a monthly
youth fellowship (each month). The youth meetings (each year in Jan) served to fulfill the
growing desire to hear the word of God expounded by elders and ministers from India and
abroad. The Youth Class conducted by Bro. Joshua was also an opportunity for learning indepth the Word of God.
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19 "Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when He cometh
shall find so doing'(Luke 12:43) A Brief Testimony about

Bro. Inbaraj Samuel
ro. Inbaraj Samuel served the Lord as a deacon in the Church at Jehovah Shammah. He
and Bro. Victor (Thinnanoor), who was incharge of the Sunday School, were brothers.
Bro. Inbaraj Samuel ministered extensively in the assemblies around Chennai. He was
regular for church intercessory prayer and Bible Study.

B

He took the Thursday Bible Study many times. One of his favourite topics in the Bible was
the Second Coming of our Lord. At every opportunity he reminded the congregation to be
prepared for the Lord's second coming. No one can remember Bro. Inbaraj Samuel without
thinking about the Second Coming. So strongly was he identified with this subject.
In secular life he worked for the Southern Railway as Senior Section Engineer in the Electrical
Department. He earned the respect of colleagues and bosses for his sincerity in duty. With
his vast experience in the Electrical Department of the Railways he was able to guide the
Church and carry out all matters relating to installation of lamp posts at strategic locations
in the compound. His love for the Lord and His word will be remembered for years to come.
20

"In the House of the Lord forever": The testimony of
Bro. Solomon Gabriel, Deacon, Jehovah Shammah
Sis. Sheeba Gabriel
(W/ o Bro. Solomon Gabriel)

ro Solomon Gabriel, son of Dr. Gabriel was born in Burma
and their family moved to India by ship during World War
II. They arrived at Madnapali and started their new life. It was
there they started attending Bro Bakht Singh's fellowship. At
a young age he grew up with Bro Bakht Singh and under his
discipleship. Bro. Solomon Gabriel and Sis. Sheeba were blessed
with three children, Isaac, Susan and Esther (all three children
and their families are following the Lord.)

B

Bro. Solomon Gabriel led a very simple life. He was the friend
Bro. Solomon Gabriel
of the youth. He was a humble and simple person. He cared for
those who were lonely. He encouraged people by talking to them. He lightened their spirits
with his quick humour.
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He travelled to various places in India and abroad: he used these opportunities to spread the
word of God at the Churches in these places. His life was an exemplary one to emulate, as he
testified for Christ in his daily activities. He worked closely with fellow elders and the Lord's
servant Bro Phillip in fulfilling the needs of the church.
Close co-workers remember him as a cementing personality, able to negotiate and bring
reconciliation between diverse opinions. For many years, he was given the responsibility to
take the gospel meeting on Sunday evenings for he was an enthusiastic participant in gospel
outreach.
His promise for the year 2005 was "I shall give thee a crown of life". He worshipped at
Jehovah Shammah on Sunday Sep 11 and as per the will of God, he was suddenly called to
glory on Wednesday Sep 14 while he was at home (at the age of 65). His services and duties
may have been incomplete, but that was His call. On the day of his home call, he sent an SMS
to his children "the vision is yet for an appointed time .....wait for it...The just shall live by
faith" from Habakkuk Chapter 2.
Summing up, he lived a life of faith in the midst of challenges in both his secular and spiritual
life. All glory to God! His wife and children (Isaac, Persis, Deborah, Gideon & Solomon)
thank the Almighty God (an expression used by Bro. Bro. Joshua at the beginning of every
prayer) the Lord Jesus Christ for his life, and the opportunity to testify about him in this
publication.

17 "Great Treasure in an Earthen Vessel" - The life and
Witness of Bro. J.C. Samuel
""{A Then Bro. J.C. Samuel came to the pulpit to preach the word of God, everyone listened
VV with rapt attention. His spoke eloquently in Tamil. He quoted extensively from the
Word of God. People called him a "mobile Bible" because he was so thorough with the Word.
Born in the year 1928 to Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Dayamani, J.C. Samuel in his early age was
irreverent towards God. But there was a turning point in his life and he accepted the Lord
when he was a young man. He loved God's house and was involved in ministry, going and
preaching the Word in assemblies to which the elders sent him. He went often to Thinnanoor,
Thiruvottriyur, Royapuram and Perambur. He participated every Sunday in the Open Air
Ministry and during the week, he visited families, those in hospitals and needy people.
He was appointed as a Deacon in the church. He surrendered himself for full time ministry
after\he had a trying time with his health. His leg gave him a lot of trouble and eventually
became dysfunctional. He had reached the point of death. At that time to gave himself to the
Lord for full time ministry. His leg was healed completely.

73

Another trial in which his faith stood firm was when he lost his only son through a road
accident. Believers in Jehovah Shammah still recall the shock waves that went through the
church when they received the news of this sudden demise. But Bro. JC strengthened himself
in the Lord.
He served the Lord as a teacher in Saidapet Training College. He taught the Vocational
Stream. Bro. J.C. Samuel served faithfully till the Lord called him home.

18 Ready Reckoner of the Word of God: Bro. E.B. Samuel
Daniel Samuel
benezer Barnabas Samuel was fondly referred
to as Bro. EB or EB Samuel. He was married to
Mrs.Devakumari, a pillar who stood behind him as Gods
given rock to support him in his entire life journey. He
was a loving father of 5 Children and grandfather of 14
children.

E

He began his career with the Madras Regiment-East
Coast Battalion and later joined Tamil N adu Electricity
Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Samuel
Board during British rule and retired as Head Clerk. He
was known as a fine gentleman and had a powerful vocabulary in the English language.

J

After accepting the Lord Jesus Christ he understood that this world's connection and fame
are meaningless: he forsook all and took up the cross to follow Jesus. His life was transformed
completely from that day forward serving the Lord in his vineyard.
In May 1966, he started attending worship services at Jehovah Shammah as a family. As he
delighted much in the work of God he was made a Sunday school teacher for few years. He
turned many young people unto salvation. He always visited his Sunday school children and
those in hospital joyfully as unto the Lord.
Considering his integrity and truthful work in the House of God, the Elders appointed him
as a Deacon in the church. He was actively involved in ministering the word of God in the
Church's Bible Study, Prayer and Gospel Meetings. The Lord gave hi~ excellent memory
power as a result of which he quoted Scriptures by heart in all his preaching. He also knew the
believers' contact details and sister assemblies' contact numbers by heart. He was prayerfully
involved in assigning God servants to minister the word of God for Sunday Worship Service
in 90 sister assemblies scattered in and around Chennai. He looked after the Royapuram
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As a young man on Saturday's Bro Philip and Bro Solomon used to wash Jehovah Shammah

and lay the mats for the next day's worship. He went for open air and gospel raid regularly.
He had a great concern for God's servants and their families.
He was a deacon at Jehovah Shammah and once a week with Bro Maxwell visited many
people. He took Bible study in Jehovah Shammah. He loved the church and the believers in
the church with all his heart.
Whenever the church sent him for ministry, whether far or near, he went willingly and
without hesitation. He was so committed to sharing the Word of God.
In spite of his ailing health he agreed to go to Vellore for Sunday ministry on Feb 25th 1989.
When he was getting down from the bus at Vellore bus depot he had a massive heart attack
and was called to glory. He died in harness as did his father Dr. Paul Gabriel who also was
called to glory when he was at a gospel raid in the south with Bro Bakht Singh.
Bro Solomon Gabriel fought a good fight and finished his course serving the Lord.
21

Bro. Paul Vivekananda - Devoted Deacon

ro. Paul Vivekananda was a devoted and a dedicated worker and a Deacon at the church
at Jehovah- Shammah. All through his life, he rendered his best services to the church
and also had great concern for the welfare of believers. He cheerfully supported the various
activities of the church and the branch assemblies.

B

He was an ardent singer of Tamil Gospel songs and also a good Alto singer. He used to lead
the congregation in singing and also went to nearby assemblies to share the word of God.
He was also committed to the up keeping and the maintenance of discipline in the church
premises.
His love for God's children knew no bounds.1He set a good example to his children and to
the people of the church.
He was called to glory on 151311991 (Good Friday). Though he is no more, people still
remember him for the good work he had contributed to the church at Jehovah -Shammah.
All praise and glory to God!
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& Tiruvotriyur assemblies' ministry with much prayer and dedication. Those were the places
he visited often after Jehovah Shammah. Due to glaucoma he had almost lost his sight in
both eyes, but by God's grace he had cylindrical vision in one eye and he carried out the
Lord's service cheerfully and wholeheartedly till his last day with his limited vision. He had

lost his sight, but not his vision.
He was always on time at 10 am in the morning in his chair sitting and praying to the Lord.
He was present at Jehovah Shammah every day from 1982 till his last few days before he
departed to be with the Lord. He was glad whenever someone asked him to pray and did
so with a bright smile on his face. He would recognize individuals by their voice and knew
many by name and upheld them in prayer. Believers from all the branches, far and wide
loved him so dearly and he loved them all and enjoyed a very good personal relationship and
friendship. He carried out all tasks assigned to him faithfully and fearfully "as unto the Lord"
thus impacting people's lives. He served God with a zeal and great passion for the Gospel.
He was a Man of God with the fruit of the Spirit in him - love,joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness,faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." Galatians 5:22-23.
He was a practical testimony who led a Christian life as per Philippians :4:8 "Finally,
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things".
He had the word of God hidden in his heart and one of his favourite verses was
Psalm 116:12, 13.
What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.
The Word of GOD, house of GOD, work of GOD and the people of GOD was his life in total.
. He ran his race victoriously winning souls for the extension of the kingdom of God. He was
thankful to the LORD beyond measure for spending 44 years in this wonderful testimony
- "Jehovah-Shammah".
In 2010, due to his infirmities, he was hospitalized for close to a month and was promoted
to glory with much readiness on October 26, 2010.

"Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of the LORD" would have
been his reception at heaven beyond the shadow of any doubt.
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"By faith Abraham when he was Called...... Obeyed"
(Hebrews 11:8)
(Testimony about Bro. S. Abraham, Servant of God and
Co Worker of Bro. Bakht Singh 1941- 1986)
By Bro. Joe Abraham

y father Bro. S. Abraham was born in a village near
Tirunelveli. After completing his studies, he worked as a
clerk in the office of the Inspectress of Schools, Tirunelveli. In
1941 he was transferred to Chennai and worked as Head Clerk
in DPI office.

M

At that time Bro. Bakht Singh was conducting Gospel meetings
at Tamil Methodist Church. My father used to attend all the
meetings regularly and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his
Bro. S. Abraham
personal Saviour and testified in the waters of baptism. Within
a short time the Lord called him for full time ministry. To
confirm this, he fasted and prayed for two days and resigned his job. Regarding this he had
a lot of opposition from his wife, his relations and also from his officials at office. But my
father stood firm and decided to serve the Lord at any cost.
We stayed in Jehovah Shammah as a family and my father served the Lord with Bro. Bakht
Singh and co-workers. My father also ministered for sometime in Bangalore along with Dr.
Rajendran. He was of great help and encouragement to God's Servants in North Arcot. He
took the Gospel to almost all the villages in North Arcot. Every weekend he ministered in
Nammaneri, Kaveripatnam and Poondamallee. He had a great concern for poor believers
. He was well versed in the Bible and could quote many verses spontaneously. During the
Holy Convocation in 1974, Bro. Bakht Singh gave him the responsibility oflooking after the
accounts.
He was known for his simplicity and humility. While doing God's ministry, he was satisfied
with what was offered to him, whether was a simple meal or a plain mat to sleep. He was
faithful till the end.

'·
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Missionaries from Overseas

Bro. Flack and Bro. John R Rice

Bro. John R Rice with Elders

The Golsworthys

Young Girls' Meeting with Sis. Stally
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Bl'Os Dan Smith and Flack with Bro. Bakht Singh

1.

Bro. Bakht Singh and
Bro. Carter

Overseas Missionaries
Testimony by Bro. John Vinookumar (Norwich, UK)

rom the inception of the ministry of the church which followed the New Testament
pattern in India, several overseas missionaries were also involved in assisting Bro. Bakht
Singh. Among them the prominent ones were Bro. A.J. Flack, the Carters (Bro. Leslie Carter
and Mrs. Carter), Bro. Galsworthy and his wife, Bro. Daniel Smith, Sis.Grace Stally, Miss.
V.D. Green and Dr. Kinnear (who was Director of CMC, Vellore and also worked at Donavur
Fellowship). These were men and women who have served the Lord faithfully for the building
of the church and the edification of the believers by their life's example and teaching.

F

Bro. Flack was an excellent Bible teacher and his sacrificial service to the ministry was an
immense blessing. He was a faithful and humble brother. I recall his ministry particularly
in the subject of the Tabernacle and of John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. At a young age I
began to love the Word of God because of the exposition by these brothers.
Bro. Leslie Carter and his wife helped in the ministry of the young God Servants, developing
and nurturing them to their full potential. Many of them went on to do full time ministry
like Bro. C.E. Dasan and Bro. Ambur Steven. They were taught through daily Bible study
and open-air ministry. The Carter's lived a life of exceptional sacrifice, having to sell their
personal belongings (even clothes) to support themselves. Bro. Galsworthy's involvement
with the fellowship from the inception of Jehovah Shammah is well known. However, the
contribution of the Carter's and the Flack's is lesser known. Bro. Ward also was assisting and
helping the work in Chennai. Miss. Grace Stally was instrumental in helping and overseeing
young sisters especially those who came for full time God's Service: She was watching and
guiding these sisters and very effective in her evangelistic work among them. She has also
contributed to the VBS ministry in Jehovah Shammah.
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I recall Miss. V.D .. Green with great affection as she was a good Bible teacher for she to
my knowledge has written at least one book, i.e. on the life of Esther. She was the only
woman who was permitted to take Bible study in public meetings. She lived just outside the
compound on Ritherdon Road.
Bro. Bakht Singh was able to use and involve them in the ministry although they came from
different missionary societies. Many of them moved on from their missionary societies to
serve with Bro. Bakht Singh in the ministry in India, thereby losing mission support and
having to live sacrificially and by faith.
Bro. Daniel Smith served for many years in China with the China Inland Mission. After
evacuation from China he was led by the Spirit of God to labour with Bro Bakht Singh. He
spent time with the fellowship. He ministered at the Convocations in Jehovah Shammah. He
has written a book about the ministry in India titled Prophet of the East (whose circulation
in India, Bro. Bakht Singh, did not permit as he did not want adulation for himself). This
book emphasizes how the movement began and developed and how barriers of caste, creed
and culture.were broken among the believers. He has, in this book described the pattern of
worship, the corporate lives of.believers and how they labour together in the House of God.
His book titled House of God, speaks of the Church as the House of God, a precept that is
practiced in the assemblies founded by Bro. Bakht Singh.
2

The Man who went the Extra mile ... Brother A.J .Flack

n 1April1973 our ship reached Bombay and from there we made our way to cunoor,
to the 'Soldiers Home'. Lady Ogle was in charge of that home and gave us a warm
welcome. We had not been four or five days in cunoor before an Indian leader, a good Bible
teacher whom she prayed for, came to stay in the same house we were staying. His name
was Bro.D.Samuel. He invited a man named Bakht Singh, a Punjabi from North India. He
had heard him in the Sialcot conventions. Bro.Bakht Singh was a real Evangelist with gift,
Vision and Purpose. ·Bakht Singh was invited to madras and he came in 1938 for three weeks
of gospel preaching.

O

The city was stirred-huge meetings, long processions of witness, love feasts and a great
awakening and hunger for the word of God. Bro. Bakht Singh majored on the Bible; "You must
have a Bible, you must read the Bible, go by the Bible and not by your Church constitutions."
There was such a great stir and awakening at that time that you could not even buy a Bible
in second-hand bookshops in madras.
In 1939, I had jaundice, rather severely. I was in the Nilgiri hills and Lady Ogle at that time
was in charge of the Missionary Guest House. I was staying there and while being looked after

81

and recovering, Brother Bakht Singh came to cunoor for a gospel campaign at the YMCA.
I was well enough to go to the meetings, I thought, "This is it. This man has an astonishing
knowledge of the Bible and a true basic ministry-this is the man that God is going to join us
to." Raymond and I Met with and had a chat. We told him what we believed. He said, "Yes,
I believe God has sent you; we shall work together we did not have a big discussion; in fact,
we did not discuss anything really except that. From that time, we started to move with him.
There was no local church or assembly at that time. We started to move with him to different
places all over India. He would take us along during his gospel campaigns and after these,
leave us to follow up his ministry by Bible teaching for the new converts.
I had the privilege of being part of the First Holy Convocation which was held in Jehovah
Shammah in December 1941 for 19days with 450 People attending. Brother Bakht Singh
preferred Biblical Name for Christian events, so he chose the word 'Convocation' instead of
'convention' or 'conference'as found in Leviticus 23.
From that time the ministry of the Word of God opened up into all the parts ofthe Subcontinent
of India, Because the work grew so fast. As the work grew and the churches multiplied, so
also my travelling increased. All my travels were by Public transport, by train or bus. As a
matter of interest, for one year, in which I expected to travel much, I kept a record of the
distance and the expenses. The total distance amounted to 26,000 miles at the cost of 800
rupees.
On 23rd June 1949, Myself and Sis.Meg Sprackett were Solemnized by Brother Bakht Singh
in Madras. The wedding service lasted for 3hours and everything was done in Indian Style.
We had 800 guests. They all sat on the floor, eating rice and curry from banana leaves. We
all ate the same food, all the sisters kiss my wife Sis.Meg on both cheeks and most of the
wedding presents were wrapped in newspaper.
Brother A.J .Flack labored with Brother Bakht Singh, He was delighted to do any kind of
work like sweeping, washing etc. He used to be very good in organizing teams for serving
food for so many thousands during the time of Holy Convocations. There was an occasion
when food supply was rationed and there was very little rice, Brother Flack preferred to eat
Kangi (Gruel) while he let others eat rice.
Brother A.J. Flack was able to adapt himself from the western culture to Indian Culture
learning to be humble. He used to enjoy the sambar and rice, he used to sit down during the
Worship service and also sat on mats for eating along with others after serving others. Such
was his simple life. Brother A.J. Flack indeed was a man who went an Extra mile.
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Sister Stally

ister Stally a dedicated young British lady came all the way from London to Chennai.
At that juncture, a separate place called Hephzibah was set apart for Sisters who were
dedicated to serve the Lord. Brother Bakht Singh requested Sister Stally to take care of these
young sisters who came out to serve the Lord. Sister Stally very lovingly and prayerfully
trained these sisters to work for the Lord. She did not want communication to be a barrier
for the spread of the gospel. So she took all the pains to go to Tirunelveli to learn Tamil. By
the grace of God she did excel in this language. She was very much interested in the ministry
of the word of God to the young girls. She started the young girls meeting on Sundays. She
handled them very carefully and helped them to grow in the Lord. She would go along with
Sister Lily Moses to take the Bible class for the nurses on Saturdays. She gave medical aid
during the holy convocation and helped the sick to be relieved of their sickness with motherly
care. She served the Lord for 40 years at Jehovah Shammah and went back to her home land.

S

4

Sister North

A young Australian lady came to CMC hospital Vellore to work and help the sick. Often
.r\.she would come to J.S and give a helping hand to Sister Stally in the ministry. Sh~.~~s
dedicated servant of God who brought many young girls to God. She was a very good singer.
After a brief illness she returned to Australia and was called to Glory. She run the race and
won the crown. She was only 38 years old then.
Bro. Daniel Smith served for many years in China Inland Mission. After evacuation from
China he was led by the Spirit of God to labour with Bro. Bakht Singh' s work in India. He ·was
so deeply impressed by what he witnessed of God's work through His servant in India that
he published a book titled Bakht Singh: Prophet of God. Bro. Daniel Smith also wrote House
of God, which focuses on the church as the House of God.

llll
Testimony of Hephzibah
rother Bakht Singh took on rent a house to accommodate women who had dedicated
their lives for the Lord's Service in Madras. It was also meant to be a place of shelter for
young women whose families had thrown them out because of their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. This place was appropriately named Hephzibah, which means, "God's delight is in
her" (Isaiah 62:4)

B

Sis. Esther and Sis. Ruth

Sis. Stally was in charge of'Hephzibah'
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A Hindu girl's journey to Hephzibah Sis. Salome Balu David
uring the year 1938, Bro. Bakht Singh came to South India and was preaching the Gospel
at various churches. Once he was preaching in Tucker Church, Broadway, Chennai. My
Hindu grandparents were living there and a nominal Christian friend named Ruby invited
my mother for the meeting. She attended the meeting for two days and on the third day,
the message was from Proverbs 23:26, "My son, give me thine heart." She felt as though
the message was directly pointed towards her. She was convicted by the Holy Spirit of God
and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as her Saviour. She received great joy of salvation and
told her parents about it. They were shocked and scolded her as well as Bro. Bakht Singh.
They prevented her from going to the meeting and filed a petition against Bro. Bakht Singh.
The magistrate gave the verdict on the basis of religious tolerance by which my mother was
permitted to follow her faith and be with Christians.

D

Sister Stally and Sister Green who were working along with Bro. Bakht Singh took her to
Hephzibah (it was a rented house where young girls who were sent out of their homes because
of their faith in Jesus were kept and given food and shelter). Then my mother approached
Bro. Bakht Singh asking for baptism as she wanted to testify openly. This created a new
problem for Bro. Bakht Singh as he had not baptised anyone until then. So he started praying
with others. Soon, some men also approached Bro. Bakht Singh asking to be baptized. They
were all baptised at the Cooks Road Baptist Church, Choolai. My mother's Hindu name was
changed to Mary. She sta~ed in Hephzibah along with other sisters and grew steadily in the
Lord. They had regular Bible studies and prayer meetings in Hephzibah. My mother was
trained by Sis. Stally and Sis. Green for the ministry: she was involved in outreach work
among people living in the slums of Egmore.
When Hephzibah was closed my mother was brought to Jehovah Shammah and there also
she ministered to the Lord in various capacities along with other sisters. She joined Bro.
Bakht Singh in Gospel campaigns and was a strong witness for the Lord until the end.

All the Way, the Saviour Leads
(Testimony of Mrs.Jordan Khan and Mrs. Martin)
arvellous are the ways of our Lord and Saviour who desires that "every creature" should
"should not perish, but have everlasting life." My mother Mrs. Esther Khan came to
know to know the Lord from a non Christian background.

M

As a little girl in the 1930s, my mother attended primary school at the mosque. There she

read a book which gave a vivid description of both heaven and hell. She was completely
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horrified to read about hell and started searching and asking questions about eternity and
purpose in life.
Questioning her mawlana (teacher) she inquired, "What must I do to get into heaven?
The teacher admonished her to read the Quran and say the Namaaz five times a day and
fast when the month of Ramzian came along. She was relieved to think that fulfilling these
religious practices would cause her to escape the punishment of spending eternity in hell.
However as years went by she realized that though she followed these practices faithfully ,
they still did not deliver her from her sinful habits. As time went by depression set in. This
worsened to the point that she wanted to commit suicide together with her sister, but the Lord
intervened and they were not able to follow through. Some time later, their cousin offered to
help them become actresses and eventually movie stars. They were excited by the proposal
both felt that would be the way they could achieve happiness. A scheme was orchestrated.
They decided to disguise themselves as Hindus, changing their names from Kathija and
Miriam to Lalitha and Vasantha. On the morning that they were supposed to leave, there
was an incessant downpour, and the majority of the city of Madras was flooded for three
days. Obviously, they were eager to leave after the third day when the water subsided.
Grace Thangamony, a nominal Christian lady who was a friend of their cousin was the one
who had affiliations with the movie industry. Their aspirations were directly connected to
the help she would offer them. During the flood her house was under water and Bro. Bakht
Singh V'.rith co-workers went out with boats, with the aim of rescuing those stranded before
presenting the gospel to them. Bro. Bakht Singh and his team had been praying faithfully for
a long time earnestly asking God for revival to visit Madras. In the midst of the calamity at
hand, however, it seemed that their prayers were being answered as many responded to the
outreach. Grace was one of them, receiving the Lord Jesus as her personal Saviour. She was
a teacher by profession.
When my mother and aunty presented themselves to her at school, she welcomed them
with warmth, but certainly discouraged them from becoming actresses. Instead she took
them to Hephzibah. My mother was very infuriated by the fact a staunch Muslim like herself
was admitted to a Christian centre instead of being equipped for a future as a star actress.
They both felt deceived by Grace, but God's hand was definitely on their lives amidst the
circumstances.
Bro. Dorairaj, an Elder and co-worker of Bro. Bakht Singh had a wife who was an intercessor.
The Lord had given her a definite burden to pray for two young girls who were seriously
hurting. She faithfully prayed for them for three years. When my mother and aunt arrived
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there Bro. Dorairaj went home and informed his wife that finally the two young ladies who
were being prayed for had arrived in Hephzibah. In spite of their repulsion, they met some
loving and dedicated Christian sisters there. This, genuine love and concern thoroughly
amazed them. These sisters would be singing while cooking and doing household chores.
My mother had never seen such Christians before. She still argued with them when they
witnessed to her though she felt superior to them. She exclaimed that she would rather die
for her Muslim faith than accept Christianity. In spite of this, the sisters fasted and prayed
for them. It was also customary that Bro. Bakht Singh would come in the afternoon and
share with them the way of salvation.
One Sunday morning, the newcomers agreed to attend the worship service. This service
began in the morning and continued up to the evening. When they returned from the worship
service the sisters again invited them again for a prayer session. They flatly refused to go.
Howev~r, with the loving persuasion of one sister, they changed their minds and joined them
in prayer. My mother said to herself, "they will pray to their God; I will pray to my God." As
the prayer session continued it took momentum under the Holy Spirit's control. There was a
particular sister with an overwhelming burden as she prayed for her. Suddenly, my mother
felt the presence of God and she started to tremble from head to foot. She immediately
realized that she was in the presence of the Living God. She then prayed a small prayer in
her heart, "Lord, who is this Living God? Please reveal yourself to me and I will put my trust
in You, even if I have to lose my life." After she had prayed this prayer, all her sins that she
had committed from her childhood started appearing before her mind's eye like a movie, as
if somebody had recorded it in a book. She wept bitterly as she saw her sins before her. The
sisters present knew at once that she was under deep conviction of sin. They began to sing
songs on the blood of Christ and on forgiveness. After she had repented of all her sins, she
felt as if a great burden was removed from her shoulders. When she got up from her knees
she was a brand new person. She dedicated her life to the service of the Lord and promised
the Lord three things.
1.

She would not complain about food and lack of necessities

2.

She would go to any place the Lord would send her

3.

She would do any kind of service.

Not long after my aunt also received the Lord. Following their baptism, Bro. Bakht Singh,
after much prayer, named my mother Esther and her sister Ruth. Eventually, my mother
was united in marriage with Bro. Jordan Khan and my aunt with Bro. Martin who were both
serving the Lord in the ministry with Bro. Bakht Singh.

Shanthabai: A Vessel Fashioned at Hephzibah
By Grace Bangaru

M

Y mother Shanthibai was the fourth daughter of Pastor

Gurupadham. She also was the first daughter who was born
again and was the only one from the family who dedicated herself for
the Lord's service. After seeking the Lord's perfect will she decided to
stay in the Jehovah shammah (Hephzibah) inspite of opposition from
the family. She stood for the Lord firmly and served the Lord along
with our dear sister Stally, Sis. Ruth Martin and Sis. Esther Khan.
Finally finding God's perfect will she was married to Bro. Pushparaj,
who also was serving the Lord in Jehovah Shammah. The wedding
was solemnized by Bro. Bakht Singh on June 121h 1946.

Shanthibai

In the Year 1981June12th according to her Promise in Deutronomy 8:7 "For the LORD your
God is bringing you into a good land- a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing
out into the valleys and hills" she was called to Glory.
During her life time she won many people for the Lord and was in the Lord's ministry till her
last breath. She was in the God's House "Horeb" at Malakpet along with the family.
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1.

A Man Who Loves the House of God - Brother John Dass

M

Y first encounter with Brother Bakht Singh was at Tamil Methodist Church when he
came to minister the word of God. I was 23 then. During the meeting, he asked about

how many had brought their Bibles how many read their Bibles. He asked his congregation
to lift up their hands. Sad to say that there was no hand which was going up. Brother Bakht
Singh said "you should be ashamed of yourselves."
On the third day of the meeting I went to see Brother Bakht Singh to get prayed for. I had a
new testament in my hand. He asked why I had no full Bible. I replied that I did not have it.
He put his hand on my shirt and said "Go sell this shirt and buy the Bible." When I hesitated,
he said "You have Rs 10 /-in your suitcase, go buy a Bible with that." I was surprised as
to hear that from him." How did he know about Rs 10/ - in my suitcase? Anyway I went
and bought the Bible. Brother Dawn Moses was taking Bible study at Royapuram when I
accepted the Lord. After my salvation, I was convinced about witnessing in the waters of
Baptism and was baptised in Royapuram Beach. I was shocked to see Brother Bakht Singh
baptizing his own father. Many shed tears as it was something new, son baptizing the father.
Brother Bakht Singh's message used to be powerful and he gave the word with simplicity.
There was time when Brother Bakht Singh was travelling from Chennai for ministry. Many
believers came to see him off at the station. The station was jam packed and then Brother
Bakht Singh said "Let us pray" and knelt down and started to pray. Everyone at the station
knelt down to pray. As they were praying the signal was given. But the train did not move as
the engine driver and the guard were also praying. There was a picture of Jesus Christ in the
house. I stuck a verse which said, "Be prepared to meet thy God." My mother said," Do you
want me to die." I then spoke to her about the Lord and took her to the meeting. I was able
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