to bring my brother and sister to the Lord. I used to be sent for ministry at different places.
The first place where I was sent was to minister among the prisoners and to pray with them
and share the gospel.
My wife and I were blessed with 4 girls and 3 boys. I had the privilege of travelling with Brother
Bakht Singh in the bus for outreach from Chennai to Kanyakumari. I have grand children
and great grand children. Even though I am old (97 at the time of this 75th Anniversary), I
love to be present in the house of God every Sunday. So far God has given me strength and
life to live for him.

Clarion calls, committed lives
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Life and ministry of Bro. Moses Dawn and Sis. Lily Moses with
Bro. Bakht Singh at Jehovah Shammah
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orn in 1910 as the third child to teacher parents, Bro. Moses
suffered from speech impediment till the age of nine. After he
completed school, he worked as a clerk at a magistrate's office and also
as a teacher for some years. He was also involved in politics with E.V.R.
Periyar and the Dravida Kazhagam party for some time. It was then
that some missionaries recognized his potential and tried to encourage
him to go to Bible school. But Bro. Moses turned it down as he had
other plans in mind. Little did he know that God had greater plans for
him. (Isaiah 55:8)

B

In October 1932, he went to a Christian meeting at the invitation of a friend. There he was
convicted of his sin and gave his heart to the Lord. Following his conversion, Bro. Moses
served the Lord through the Assemblies of God church for about 8 years.
It was around this time that Sanyasini Ponnamma, a dedicated evangelist heard of how

the Lord was using Bro. Bakht Singh mightily. At her invitation, Bro. Bakht Singh came
to Coimbatore in January 1940 to address a series of convention meetings. Bro. Moses,
who was by then a popular interpreter, was asked to interpret for Bro. Bakht Singh. "At the
convention the Lord led Bro. Bakht Singh to Moses Dawn of Coimbatore and Arogya Swami
Williams (Willy, brother of Lily Moses) of Coonoor, both of whom eventually became two of
his loyal and faithful coworkers till their deaths" writes Dr. T.E.Koshy in his book Brother
Bakht Singh ofIndia.
The Lord touched so many people through Bro. Bakht Singh's ministry and attendance in
many mainline churches was declining. At one time Bro. Moses' life was even threatened
if he continued interpreting for Bro. Bakht Singh. He felt so strongly convicted of the need
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to continue his ministry with Bro. Bakht Singh
that he said "praise the Lord" and left his
Assemblies of God church.
God revealed his will to Bro. Moses through
two clear and unmistakable visions. At around
11 one morning while he was praying, three
people dressed in white laid hands on him and
blessed him. An indescribable feeling went
through his body. After some time the two of
them disappeared. The third person took him
up and stood him in the middle of a golden
decorated palace and disappeared. While he was admiring the exquisite structure, the man
re-appeared and said "the time has not yet come for you to understand the beauty and design
of this place. In the meanwhile, go and serve me."
While praying to find God's direction for the ministry to undertake, Bro. Moses had another
vision. There was a sprawling field full of ripened grain ready for harvest. A reaper started
harvesting the grain starting from a northerly direction. "How can one man reap this huge
harvest all by himself?", he thought. "You also join him and reap" came a voice. This vision
confirmed God's call to Bro. Moses to join Bro. Bakht Singh (harvester from the North) in
serving Him. Since then Bro. Moses served the Lord faithfully with Bro. Bakht Singh for 37
years.
In the meanwhile, in a nearby town, Coonoor, God was preparing another young lady, Lily
Moses for a great future. After her schooling, she started her career as a teacher and came to
Christ at the age of 21. Soon after that God called her to the gospel ministry through a vision.
She clearly saw hand writing on the wall, "the harvest is plenty, but the labourers are few."
Immediately she gave up her worldly pursuits and possessions and started serving the Lord.
It was around that time that Bro. Bakht Singh was preaching in a series of meetings in
Coonoor. Having heard about the meetings and with a deep hunger for God and His word,
she and her sister Saro walked through rough mountainous terrain to listen to Bro. Bakht
Singh against the wishes of their father. They were immensely blessed through His ministry
and recognized that this was truly a man of God.
While praying for Bro. Moses' life partner, the Lord brought to Bro. Bakht Singh's mind the
verse "Consider the lilies of the field" (Matthew 6:28) Instantly he knew that Lily was the
one for Moses! Subsequently the wedding of Bro.Moses with Sis. Lily Daniel was solemnised
by Bro. Bakht Singh in what was to be the first wedding in Jehovah-Shammah. Since then,
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Bro. Moses and Sis.Lily were not only life partners, but partners in the
ministry with Bro. Bakht Singh till the end.
Sis. Lily frequently told stories of their ministry trips to North India
and Pakistan with Bro. Bakht Singh. Physically they were challenging
times when they had to move from place to place on short notice with
limited change of clothing and sleep. But the spiritual blessings were
immense as they learnt, with the example of their leader, how to lead
simple, sacrificial and godly lives trusting
only in the Lord. They were also excited
and blessed to see lives being transformed
by the power of the gospel.
Bro. Moses Dawn was also a talented singer,
song-writer, Bible teacher and artist. The
Lord used his skills to bless and enhance
Bro. Bakht Singh's ministry. He put many
of Bro. Bakht Singh's messages into song
almost soon after the meetings were over
and taught them to the congregation. He
also composed many songs directly from
scriptures. As Dr. T. E. Koshy wrote in
his biography of Bro. Bakht Singh, "what Sankey was to D.L.Moody, Moses Dawn was to
Bro. Bakht Singh". His study chart and diagrams also were a great blessing to the saints in
learning Bible truths and prophecy. He did most of the Bible verses and paintings on the
walls of JS and the sanctuary both inside and outside.
Bro. Moses' health began to decline in the
mid 70s and on the 17th of February 1977,
while on his knees in prayer, the Lord
called him home right in his bedroom in
JS. Sis. Lily Moses continued serving the
Lord and taking care of the family. She
was involved in ministry among doctors,
nurses, prisoners, women and children.
The last 3 decades of her life were
devoted to organizing and conducting
VBS ministry in several assemblies in
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Chennai and outside. She was used by the Lord in touchin~ and transforming the lives
of countless children and adults. After living and serving the Lord in Jehovah Shammah
for 66 years, the Lord called her home to glory on 30th March 2009.
Bro. Moses scriptural advice to us as his children and others was "be like Jesus", "crucify the
old man", "if anyone strikes you on one cheek turn to him the other". Sis. Lily always said
"redeem the time because the days are evil", and "never postpone or delay serving the Lord".
They not only said it, but also lived it out all their lives. We praise God for their godly legacy
and for the way He used them for His purpose and glory.
From the children of Moses and Lily Dawn and their families

3

The Prayer B.A.N.K- Investing in Eternity

ister Adaikalam was born in a Christian family on May 11, 1902. She was regular to the
Lutheran Mission Church in Purasalwalkam. There she heard of Brother Bakht Singh
through sister Ponamma in Lutheran Church. In July 1941, she attended worship service
at Jehovah Shammah and there she felt God's presence and came into the true experience
of salvation through Brother Bakht Singh's ministry. That day she returned home with a
renewed and a joyful heart. She dedicated herself to the service of the Lord by taking part in
group prayer, cottage ministry and house visiting. Sister Adaikalam formed a prayer group
along with three other sisters (Sister Beatrice, Nelli Xavier and Kanama Daniel).

S

Once Brother Bakht Singh visited their prayer group near the kitchen and asked for their
names. He named the group B.A.N.K and he also gave the explanation as (B = Beatrice,
A= Adaikalam, N =Nelli Xavier and K = Kannama Daniel). From that day onwards the
B.A.N.K became a team of prayer warriors for Jehovah Shammah. Many were blessed
because of their prayers and it is because of the prayer of these saints that we are still strong
and sustained till today.
Throughout her lifetime she lived as a testimony for Christ. Over five generations Sister
Adaikalam's family is taking part in the ministry. According to Psalm 112:2 "Her descendants
will be mighty upon the earth: the generations of the upright shall be blessed."

I
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Aminjikarai Moses

ro. J. Moses, a teacher of Wesley High School (Meston Training
College), Royapettah settled in Aminjikarai with his wife
Sis. Santhosham.

B

He started coming to Jehovah Shammah from 1950. He was very
impressed by the messages of Bro. Bakht Singh. Isaiah 30:21 (Thine
ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in
it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.) was
the verse that led him to salvation, As soon as he was saved, he was
baptized in Jehovah Shammah. From then on he brought the whole
family to church.
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He was faithful and true to his calling and remained so till the end. He conducted meetings
in school for Christian teachers and taught the students scripture along with regular lessons.
Many were saved. Brothers Dorairaj, Rajamani and Devasagayam were his spiritual guides.
In the early 1950s he started a Sunday School in Aminjikarai and regularly went for
street preaching with Brothers Bhaskar Rao, Francis Rajakanniah and his brother in law
Needhidasan. Many were saved and came to Christ.
In Jehovah Shammah he served as Sunday School teacher for twenty years with Brothers
Edwin, Victor, Cyril Dawson, Chandrasekhar and others. He went to preach in many places
in and around Arakkonamm, Avadi, Poonamallee, Maduravoil, Kolppancheri, Mitnamallee
etc. He regularly visited homes in Taylor's Road and brought them to Christ. He guided them
with care and concern and cared for their souls. Brothers Gururaj and Mani affectionately
called him 'Taylor's Road Bishop'. In Jehovah Shammah, during Love Feast, he would sit
with the disabled and visually challenged people. He was regular in participating in the time
of worship. He also used to translate messages into Tamil.
Known for being a disciplined, he ensured that family prayer was given its place. Honesty
and kindness were two virtues that he possessed. To the family he was tutor, pastor guide
and guardian.
His home call came at the age of 70.
Though he is no more, his work is continued by his niece Sis. Rosy Isaac and nephew
Bro. Alex Isaac. They started ministering in St. Thomas Mount and gave a place for the
House of God. This place was dedicated by Bro. Bakht Singh.
May God's name be glorified.
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A Shepherd's Heart: Testimony about Bro. Albert Jabez Roy
Sis. Angelin Mercy Roy

B

ro. Albert Jabez Roy was born on October 1st 1933. He was the eldest son of Bro. Dorairaj
and Sis. Manomani. Being the son of Elder Bro. Dorairaj of Jehovah Shammah, Bro. Roy
grew up in an atmosphere where he heard the Word of God preached by Bro. Bakht Singh
and other servants of God. Seeing his father's involvement in the ministry and listening to
God's word enabled help to come into the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Bro.
Roy loved the House of God even from his childhood and took active part in the work in
God's house: he used to get the place ready for meetings.

When Bro. Roy attended the Holy Convocation in 1953 in Hyderabad, he heard the call of
God for ministry and informed Bro. Bakht Singh about it. He was married to Sis. Angelin
Mercy in 1965. Sis. Angelin Mercy wholeheartedly accepted the will of God fully aware that
Bro. Roy had a call for ministry. It was from John 21:15 and Isaiah 42:1 and 43:1 that the
Lord made His will perfectly known regarding full time ministry.
There was a time when the assembly at Pallavaram was acutely in need of a shepherd. Bro. Roy
was approached by the Elders to take this responsibility. Bro. Roy received assurance from
the Word of God to go ahead with the ministry at Pallavaram. To this day, he is remembered
by the believers at Pallavaram with love and gratitude for his selfless service.

Testimony of the Believers of Pallavaram
Hephzibah Prayer House is situated near Meenambakkam, Che.n nai. It was started in 1956 by
late Bro. Srinivasan who was a deacon in Jehovah Shammah. In 1975 when Bro. Srinivasan
was unable to continue the work due to his health, Bro. Roy, took over on the advise of
the Elders of Jehovah Shammah. Bro. Roy had a secure government job. But he resigned
and came for full time ministry. He had a clear leading from the word of God regarding
Pallavaram as the place that God had chosen for him to serve. One of the verses that spoke
strongly to him was John 4:20 "You shall serve God on this mountain".
This is how Bro. Roy began his ministry and continued till July 12th 1995. Despite ailments
he was cheerful and endured patiently. As per the verse "I am like a green olive tree in the
House of God", he continued yielding fruit till his last breath.

95

6

A Woman Like the Woman of Proverbs 31: The Testimony
of Sis. Rose Mary
Mrs. Achsah Stephen

y mother Mrs. D. Rose Mary was born in the year 1924 to Sis & Bro. D'Lima. After the
demise of the parents she was under the care of her aunt Sis. Susheela Thomas Being
the eldest of the three children who survived she had to shoulder the responsibility of her
brother and sister. She was from a Catholic background. Sis John Abraham led her and her
aunt to attend the meetings conducted by Bro. Bakht Singh at Doveton grounds. During that
time she accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour and also led her siblings
to the Lord. Bro. Bakht Singh had taught her to grow in Christ's love and faith. After that
she never failed to attend his meetings. Later she was baptized at The Church of Jehovah
-Shammah.

M

She started her career as a teacher and was a multi-talented personality. Today when people
speak about my mother, the first thing they mention is her work of stitching the banners for
the Holy Convocations. It was a huge task. But she was a good seamstress like Dorcas of the
Bible. She used her talents in tailoring, painting and cooking in God's house. Apart from
stitching banners, she also stitched curtains, sashes and corners for the mats along with
Sis. Arulmani Samuel to give them long life. She used to prepare tea every evening, for God's
servants and believers who visited the church. As a great cook she had the responsibility to
prepare food for God's servants at the time of special meetings. Bro. Bakht Singh had also
enjoyed her cooking especially her Mutton Ball Curry which was his favourite dish.
She was also blessed with a beautiful handwriting and every registration book used during
special meetings and convocations were embedded with her writing. She also assisted the
editors in editingSathyam, monthly magazine along with Sis. J eba Samuel and Sis. Violet
Gabriel from the day it was started. She had worked with 5 editors Bro R.P. Durai Raj,
Bro. R.R. Rajamani, Bro. Devasagayam, Bro. C. Samuel and Bro. C. Rajamanickam.
She also witnessed the healing of the sick and casting of demons by Bro. Bakht Singh at the
early days. She also involved herself in the Sunday Class and VBS Ministries. She was a strict
disciplinarian.
The Word of God instructs us to be industrious and not lazy. My mother modeled that
quality. She lived a life that was a testimony: others could look up to her as a model for a
Christian. While she possessed efficiency and skill in all domestic matters, her prayer life is
also commendable.. Now, she is quite old and confined to her home, but she continues to be
a great prayer warrior.
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Bro. P.A.S Manickam, A Warrior for Christ

ro. P.A.S. Manickam was born in Trichy. He hailed from a Roman Catholic family and
was brought up very strictly in the customs and traditions of his family. During his school
days he joined an atheist organisation, Dravida Kazhagam (DK Movement). He enrolled in
the army in 1949. He was born again through the ministry of Bro. Abraham Joseph (Burma
Joseph) on 21/11/1951, when he was posted in Agra. During his army service, up to 1955, the
Lord used him in various parts of India to establish churches.

B

After he retired from the Army, he joined Government Service in the Civil sector. The
Lord used him to raise local churches in different parts of India, namely Nandikotkur and
Thankadenchain in Andhra Pradesh, Coimbatore and Erode in Tamil N adu, Bareilly in UP
and Jaipur in Rajasthan.
In the last few years of his life, he served the Lord in Chennai under the guidance of the
Elders of the church at Jehovah Shammah. Villivakkam in Chennai was one place where
his labour reaped a great harvest of souls. Many have been saved through the ministry of
Bro. Manickam and added to the church through his sincere ministry. One of his favourite
expressions was "No compromise". He always used this expression when speaking about
upholding the highest principles and possessing integrity as a child of God.
One of the verses that sustained Bro. Manickam through the ups and downs in his ministry
was Isaiah 58:11 "The Lord shall guide thee continually and satisfy thy soul in drought ..... "

Bro. Manickam during Open Air Preaching
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"All my springs are in Thee"-Psalm 87:7
Late Bro. P .M.David of Doha - Qatar
Dr. David Solomon

arakoti Munuswamy Damodharan went
in search of peace, visiting most of the
temples in South India. Unable to attain it
he finally decided to end his life. Early one
morning as he determined to drown in the
sea, he heard a voice behind him, saying "I
love you". He turned back to see who it was.
Finding no one, he progressed towards the
sea and again he heard the same voice. He
asked "Who are you" The voice answered
"I am Jesus whom you hate" PMD answered
"If you give me the peace I am in search of " I will always be yours" That very moment, he
experienced the Peace and Joy which he never knew earlier. He returned home joyfully. But
consequently, he was disowned by his father and asked to leave the house. Thus started a
new journey of his life.

P

Born on 15.06.1921 as the only male child of an orthodox Hindu family in Gooty, Andra
Pradesh, he studied at Pachaippas and graduated from School of Nursing, Madras University
with a gold medal in 1940. He got married to Loise Nesamany of Ambur who was also a nurse.
He began attending the church at Jehovah-Shammah, 19, Ritherdon road,Chennai and in
December 1945 both were baptized in Jehovah-Shammah and he was named P.M.David
by Bro.Bakht Singh. They were childless for 9 years . After facing much reproach and
persecution, and losing all hopes of having a child, God gave him His promise from 1 Chron
22:9 " Behold a son shall be born to you ... and his name shall be Solomon". God fulfilled this
promise on 30.06.1950 by granting a son. This incident made them trust in the Lord and in
His Word whole- heartedly.
In the meanwhile because of his excellent academic performance and his skill in playing
foot-ball, he was selected by Qatar Petroleum company on Indian Govt. Service contract and
thus he landed in Doha-Qatar on Sep 9th 1948 and started working as a male nurse.
Thus began a long spiritual journey with Bro.Bakht Singh as his spiritual mentor. The next
40 years was spent in Qatar along with his wife serving the LORD in hostile situations. Many
souls were brought into the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, both in Rumailah and Hamad
general hospital where he worked as a Charge nurse. During this period he visited many
labour camps and shared the Good News of Christ. God used him to establish the church in
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Doha and strengthen the Lord's work in Dubai,Abudhabi, Al-Ain,Bahrain and Muscat where
churches were established by the ministry of Bro.Bakht Singh and his co-workers who had
their roots in Jehovah-Shammah, Chennai. Bro.Bakht Singh on most of his visits to USA or
Europe, would invariably halt at Doha and encourage the believers in theirspiritual walk.
Bro. P.M. David returned to India on 9th Sep 1988 along with hisfamily and continued to
serve the Lord in Ambur and neighbouring assemblies along with Bro.M.Stephen, Servant
of God & his co-workers. Bro.PMD was promoted to glory on 24th Jan.2005. Many had not
seen him personally, but had heard his name being mentioned by Bro.Bakht Singh, in his
Intercessory prayer in church after the Lord's Table
Praise the Lord !

9

"One thing have I desired of the Lord........that I may dwell
in the house of the Lord" (Psalm 27:4)
Testimony of Bro. Victor Caleb, Jehovah Shammah

was born again in 1952. I came to accept the
Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour
when Bro. Aruldas, a servant of God from
Andhra, brought me to a Saturday prayer
meeting. Bro. Bakht Singh conducted this
meeting. After the meeting Bro. Aruldas took
me to the Book Room to meet Bro. Rajamani.
It was there that I was born again.

I

I took baptism on 13th July 1952. Bro. A.J.
Flack baptized me. That day Sis. Kutty (sister
of Sis. Sara Theodore) was also baptized. I
used to attend the weekly cottage meeting in
one of the houses in Mint area (in the street
Bros Victor Caleb and Daniel (Book Room)
opposite Stanley Hospital). Bro. Amos of
Vyasarpadi introduced me to these meetings. I was in secular work for some time. From
1952-53 I used to come from my house to Jehovah Shammah for the meetings. With
Bro. Samuel and Bro. Ratan Raj I used to go for Open Air preaching. One day Bro. Samuel
said to me, "Why don't you work in God's house?" So I came to Jehovah Shammah. This took
place in 1954: it was convocation time and the work was going on. People were busy with
painting and other preparatory work. I joined them and worked. After the first day, I worked
the next day as well. It was then that Bro. R.P. Dorairaj said, "Stay here itself'. Prior to
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Bro. R.P. Dorairaj speaking to me about staying in Jehovah Shammah, Bro. Rajamani asked
me, "Will you come for full-time service?"
It was Bro. Rajamani who took me to serve in Vellore in 1955. I continued, however in Jehovah

Shammah. I used to serve at the table for Bro.Bakht Singh and other servants of God like
Bro. Carter, Bro. Flack and Bro. Dorairaj. Bro. Appaji who gave the present Hebron compound
was another person who used to visit Jehovah Shammah I have served him as well. Another
duty that was entrusted to me was that of purchasing things for the Convocation. From the
early years I used to look after all the outdoor work such as going to the bank and the post
office.
I have fond memories of Bro. Bakht Singh at the dining table. He used to wait till everyone
was seated around the table. He loved to share and was such a good host. He was so loving.
I have witnessed Holy Convocations in Jehovah Shammah since 1954. But I hadn't been to the
Convocation in Hyderabad. One day Sis. Stally asked me, "Have you been to the Convocation
in Hyderabed?" That was how I got an opening to go the Convocation in Hyderabad.
Bro. Bakht Singh invited me and I went. The first convocation in Hyderabad was in 1968.
Ever since then I used to go every alternate year. As someone had to remain here in Jehovah
Shammah, Bro. Daniel (Book Room) and I took turns. (I went in '68 and he went in '69).
That is how we took turns in the years that followed.
In 1966 we had the Silver Jubilee meetings in Jehovah Shammah. It went on for one month!.
Many servants of God stayed here at that time and I used to serve all of them. In Jehovah
Shammah my close associates were Bro. Daniel, Bro. Reuben Williams, Bro. Prabhakar (father
of Samson and Solomon) adn Bro. Thangavelu. We were a group of five. Bro. Prabhakar was
introduced to Jehovah Shammah by his uncle Bro. Chandrasekhar. Bro. Prabhakar stayed in
Jehovah Shammah forthree years. He left after he got a job in ICF (Integral Coach Factory).
However, he used to come to Jehovah Shammah every day.
Though I took ill with heart problems a few years ago (having undergone angioplasty and
pacemaker implant), I recovered by the grace of God, and continue to live in Jehovah
Shammah.
10

Good Soldier of Jesus Christ - Bro. Daniel (Book Room)
Sis. Ruth Mary

t is with great joy that I write a few lines about my maternal uncle, Bro. 'Book Room
Daniel' (P.Albert Raju) and his ministry in Jehovah Shammah. He was born in a Christian
family. He spent his youth in the Indian army and fought in the Second World War. During

I
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that period he visited Jerusalem, Rome and
other parts of Italy, Greece and Egypt. He
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour
in Dr. Billy Graham's meeting in Doveton
Corrie School. At once, he resigned his
job and wanted to serve the Lord though
he did not know how to serve Him. His
brother P. Arthur Raju, introduced him to
our neighbour, a saintly person named Bro.
Christudas who also resigned his teacher's
job and was serving the Lord along with
his wife at that time. They took Bro. Daniel
along with them to attend the service at
the Church at Jehovah Shammah. Thus
from 1960 he started attending Jehovah
Shammah along with them. He went along
Bros Daniel and Victor Caleb with
with Bro. Christudas for ministry starting
Bro. E.B. Samuel and family
daily at 9 am. They visited homes in the city
and gave the Gospel and distributed tracts and New Testaments. Bro. Daniel also attended
the prayer meetings and Bible studies in the evenings and went for open air ministry.
He was introduced to the then Elders, Bro. Dorairaj, Bro. Rajamani, Bro. Devasahayam and
Bro. Bakht Singh and was assigned the task of looking after the Book Room. He was also
asked to reside in the compound with Bro. Rajamani who was sick at that time. Living with
Bro. Rajamani, a great servant of God was a good training period for him. He learnt to walk
closer with God from Bro. Rajamani. Bro. Dorairaj and his wife looked after him as their own
son.
Bro. Daniel along with Bro. Victor visited the sick and the poor who needed help. He was
popular with young people in spite of being much older than them. He encouraged them
with his love and concern. His motto was, "Rejoice in the Lord always" and he spread the
same spirit in the people around him.
He conducted Gospel meetings in the fisherman colony in Royapuram and MGR Nagar.
Bro. Bakht Singh used to call him, "GM". Bro. Daniel lived a very simple life and served the
Lord as a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ till the end.
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Sister Kamala: Servant of God
Beaulah Dinakar

ister Kamala, one of the senior most sisters, a Christ centred believer ofJehovah Shammah
was born in a Christian family on 14th October 1912. She lost her father and brother right
in her early childhood. She was under the care of her mother who made Sis. Kamala's life
was sweet and prosperous.

S

Sister Kamala always had a mind to serve humanity and underwent nurse's training and
worked as a nurse. It was at that time that she came to the saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
She attended the church at Jehovah Shammah right from the time Bro. Bakht Singh started
the ministry. She was fascinated by Bro. Bakht Singh's sermons and had a conviction about
her call to serve "full time". So she resigned her job and forsook all the worldly things and
remained a spinster in the manner described by the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:8 ("I say
therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as I".) Her wish
was only to please her God.
She lived and worked in His vineyard with Sis. Sigamani. As she loved her family very much,
they resided with her cousin, Bro. J.S. Sundararaj and his family who lived on Mount Road
(Chintadripet).
Her prayer life and life of ministry was remarkable. She prayed five times a day. Her
prayer started right from 4.30 am. She conducted prayer meetings in her house on second
Saturdays and these meetings were attended by her neighbours who were non Christians.
They benefitted spiritually from these meetings. She invited Dr. Chandy and Dr. Balu David
to these meetings. They not only met the spiritual need of the people but also gave medical
treatment for the sick, thereby showing the love of God in a practical way.
She could have led a luxurious life, but she was a very simple even. She took care of herself so
carefully. Her motto was never to "borrow" but to "give". She never forgot to give the Lord's
portion (tithe) joyfully. She was content with what she had. All that she possessed (clothes,
utensils etc) was kept to the minimum and she had simple food because she was prepared to
meet the Lord, either through her home call or at the time of His coming.
All through the week, she visited patients in hospitals and houses adn prayed with them and
consoled them. Her work with Muslims was remarkable. She also visited people in Jail and
gave them the Word of God. Her contribution to the Church was tremendous. She showed
love to everyone irrespective of their age or culture. She attended all the meetings and even
in her old age she sat on the mat till the end of the meeting. This was in spite of the hip
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fracture that she had sustained. Even towards the end of her life, she was a prayer tower,
praying over the phone for the needy. Her memory power was amazing: she recognised who
was on the phone and remembered their needs. To Sis. Philip, she was a great support in
ministry among the young girls. She counselled and encouraged the girls who attended the
Young Girls' meeting. Sis. Lilly Moses and Sis. Sigamani were her friends and she worked
joyfully with them.
Till her last breath she loved God, God's word, God's children adn honoured the house of
God. She went to be with the Lord on21st September 2013.
12

"Yesterday, Today, Forever, Jesus is the Sarne":
A Testimony about my Grandfather "Paatukara Jesudoss"
L. Samson

y 'thatha' (grandfather) Bro. Jesudoss was born in Rangoon. He was married there
and was blessed with two daughters. They had to come to India as war broke out there.
Bro. Jesudoss and Sis. Mary Jesudoss belonged the Lutheran church. He was a goldsmith
by profession. He worked in Ripon Building where he met Bro. R.P. Dorairaj, and Bro. R.R.
Rajamani who were elders of Jehovah Shammah. This association led him to participate in
prayer groups and Gospel work. He participated in the Gospel raids led by Bro. Bakht Singh
and travelled with his group of workers to many places. In those days bus services were not
available, which meant that Bro. Jesudoss had to walk long distances to do the ministry.
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Bro. Pattukara Jesudoss

Sis. Mary Jesudoss
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When Bro. Rajamani and Bro. Dorairaj resigned from their jobs, my grandfather also resigned
his job and came for full time work. He had the talent of singing. Bro. Bakht Singh used to
call my 'thatha' "Paatukara Jesudoss" (Jesudoss the singer). Even though my grandfather
was from a poor background, Bro. Bakht Singh loved him and honoured him.
My thatha was involved in various ministries of the church. If any church believer lost a
loved one, he would be the first to be there and comfort the bereaved: he would be with the
family and sing songs in their home all night.
On Sundays he would go around Jehovah Shammah and sing songs and read aloud the
Word of God. In anyone was sick, he would visit them immediately. People say that it was a
joy to behold my thatha and paati (grandma). Their togetherness is something that people
remember even to this day. They are described by many as "simple and faithful people".
They participated in all the meetings of the church.
Sis. (Mrs) Mary Jesudoss used to do a lot of work in the House of God. Recently someone
who remembered her remarked that she had "a face full of grace". She was energetic and on
her feet all the time: she lent a hand to every kind of service in the kitchen - cleaning rice,
cutting vegetables, washing utensils etc.
Every Sunday service concluded with my thatha, Bro. Paatukara Jesudoss singing and the
entire congregation would join him in singing
Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same
All may change but Jesus never, Glory to His name
Glory to His name, Glory to His name
All may change, but Jesus never
Glory to His name!
Bro. Pattukara Jesudoss dovetailed to this song Hallelujah, Hallelujah......Hallelujah, Amen.
It was a seamless transition from one chorus to the other. It was a glorious moment as
Paatukara J esudoss led the whole congregation. This small made man was gifted with a loud
voice. He used to be seated in the first row, but even the last person in the last row could hear
him and joined him in this glorious song. It rings in our ears even today. His singing was
accompanied by the playing of the chimta by another brother.
My grandfather and grandmother were truly blessed - they lived to see their children's
children. My thatha was called to glory when he was 85 years old. My paati went to be with
the Lord in her 80111 year. The funeral services of grandparents were taken care of by our
church, Jehovah Shammah.
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I'm glad to say that, we the grandchildren of Paatukara Jesudoss and Mary Jesudoss are
serving the Lord in various ways even to this day in the House of God. .

13 "Come Let us go .... To the House of the God of Jacob .... "
Isaiah 2:3
by Bro. Jacob's family

---
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·ro.Jacob, referred by all early believers as "settlement Jacob" was
.
......
a saved believer and had a strong life offaith in God's Word. He got
.
•.
..•... <:~1
..~
up early in the morning and was on his knees praying very fervently ·.,
~ -(~~. ·.·
for the Church, its ministry and his family (for each individually) for
their spiritual and material needs (1Timothy 2:1-3). Following this he
would go to each street of his area and shout Bible verses. He was a
regular attendee in all the church gatherings from the year 1941. He
always was before time to the Church even though he had to walk all
the way, even bringing his whole family, i.e. wife and six Children. He
also volunteered at the watch and ward department in Holy Convocations (Nehemiah 10:39,
Psalms 133:1, Psalms 122:1) and he also taught His family to Honor God's House and God's
Word as he did. He was found in God's House, his children were found in God's House, his
grandchildren were found in God's House and now his great grand children are found in
God's House (Psalms 79:13 Palms 92:12,13 Joshua 24:15). He took a major part in the open
air preaching along with Bro. Chandrasekar: they went to areas like Otteri, Mettupalayam,
Bashyam Reddy, Mangalapuram where there was violence prevailing. Through their
ministry God added many souls to the church. And lot of these People were raised by God
in the Extension of His Kingdom through the Sunday Class ministry at the Church (Luke
4:43,Romans 10:15, Romans 15:20) Bro. Bakht Singh, Bro.Dorairaj, Bro,Rajamani and the
other early elders visited these areas very regularly to pray for the sick and suffering. Once
Bro. Bakht Singh and Bro.Dorairaj visited and prayed for Bro.Jacob at his residence when
he was suffering with fever.(James 5:14, 1Peter 5:1-3) The love showed by the early Elders
and the believers made him a Lover of God's House and God's Work. The Love He received
he Shared it to others and Led Souls to Christ. (Ephesians 2:19)
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"And His Mercy is on them that fear Him from Generation to Generation" - Luke 1:50
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14 His Ways are Past Finding Out: A Testimony about

Bro. D. Abraham...
Early life:
Abraham hailed from Killiyur a small village in Kanyakumari district. During his teen
age he heard Bro Bakht Singh speak in a large campaign in Marthandam: the message
given on that occasion made a great impact on him. He served the Indian Army for 5 years
and later on served the Nonesuch Estate Coonor from 1946 to 1960

D

Born again:
During his tenure Bro Jordan C Khan, Bro Lazer Sen, Bro Perinban Paul, Bro S Abraham
conducted meetings in the CSI Church: through these meetings which he was saved. All
the new born believers were guided by them and started the fellowship in Coonor which he
looked after till 1962 and later on the assembly was looked by after by Mr Christudoss his
father in law

Ministry in Kotagiri:
After he took up the Superindents' post in Corsley Estate Kotagiri, Bro Jordan Khan visited
Kotagiri and had a series of meeting and many souls were saved and to cater to their spiritual
needs Sunday worship was started .Bro Bakht Singh came with Bro Dasan, Bro Martin and
OM team and had campaigns in 1969,1972 and 1978 in the Nilgiris. After these meetings
Bro Moses, Bro S Abraham and Bro Rajendran were sent from Jehovah Shammah to do
the follow up work. Bro Rajarathnam, Bro Enoch and Bro Flack regularly visited Kotagiri to
strengthen the believers.
Whenever he had set backs in the ministry
or in the work spot he was strengthened by
the visit to Jehovah Shammah and fellowship
with the elders boosted his morale. He
always came back rejuvenated by the Lord.
Very often he told his children and the
fellow believers that he felt God's holiness in
Jehovah Shammah.
Many times the church atJeohovah Shammah
sent gospel teams under the leadership
of Bro. Eddy Williams, Bro. C Samuel,
Bro. Joshua Jayakumar and Bro Anand.
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Bro. D. Abraham (Centre) with servants of God
from Jehovah Shammah

VIII. Testimonies of believers of the early days

Call for full time ministry:
In 1976 he came out for the full time ministry and started ministry at Erode, Dharapuram,
Sirumugai, Mettupalayam and Gudalur. The gospel teams lead by Bro Eddy Williams and
Bro Jeremiah, Bro Anand and brothers from Every Home Crusade lent a helping hand time
and again in the ministry
Sis Walgren, Sis Locket, Sis Ruth Rheisis spent their summer months in Kotagiri with the
Abrahams and helped in the sisters ministry

Holy convocations:
Bro Cornelius and Bro Rajamanickam were very helpful in arranging the Holy
Convocation in Nigiris, thrice with Bro K Philip, Bro Jordan, Bro Habakkuk, Bro Nevielle,
Bro John Stewart, Bro John as speakers
Bro D Abraham considered all Gods people as kings and priests and considered all of them
in the same manner. His zeal for the Lord and his church was so much that he sacrificed all
that he had for the ministry

Call to glory:
He was called to glory on 2nd March 2008 having finished his race. By the grace of God all
his six children and grandchildren are serving the Lord in various capacities wherever they
are placed. All glory, honour and praise to our Lord who has been very faithful to us so far.

15 "They that Seek the Lord Shall Not Lack Any Good Thing"
(Testimony about Bro. K. Christudas)

Sis. Kumari Thomas
y father Bro. K. Christudas accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in 1946 at one of the special
meetings conducted by Bro. Bakht Singh and Bro. Galsworthy in Cudappah. He
was a Headmaster at a Lutheran School at Kodur in Cudappah. Later he came to Chennai
with his family and was working as a teacher in Madras Christian High School and at
M. C.T M. High School. He was worshipping at Jehovah Shammah in 1954 in obedience to
God's call he resigned his job and came out for full time ministry and became a co labourer
with Bro. Bakht Singh at Jehovah Shammah. He was actively involved in ministering to
the backslidden people and brought them back to the Lord. He was involved in evangelism
and follow up ministry at various places in Chennai - Integral Coach Factory (ICF), B&C
Mills, Perambur, Royapuram and led many people to the Lord. From Jehovah Shammah,
he was sent for ministry to Arakonam, Walajah, Vellore, Trichy, Madurai, Tirunelveli and
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Nagercoil. He ministered the Word of God
in all these places. Later he was at Elim
(precursor to Hebron, Hyderabad) and from
there he was sent to Kazipet by Bro. Bakht
Singh. He laboured very hard going from
door to door doing evangelism and follow up
work ministry. He was one of the co-workers
who was responsible for starting the work
at Kazipet, Warangal and Hanumakonda in
Andhra Pradesh. He served the Lord without
any support. He never desired anything of
this world. His only desire was to serve God
faithfully till the end.

Bro. & Sis. Christudas, parents of
Sis. Kumari Thomas

He was physically very weak and worn out because of fasting, travelling and being away from
home. Due to a brief illness he was admitted at the General Hospital in Chennai. A Brahmin
who was in the bed next to him testified of how he shared his testimony and the Gospel
message. He said that if was absent here he would be with Jesus his Saviour and Lord. He
said, "If I close my eyes here, I will be with my Lord". After testifying to the Brahmin, Bro.
Christudas closed his eyes and was called to glory on 26th May 1964.
My mother Mrs. Sarojini Christudas was working in the Corporation School in Chennai.
In 1958, in obedience to God's call, she also resigned her job and joined her husband, Bro.
K. Christudas in the full time ministry at Jehovah Shammah. She was actively involved in
house visiting, follow up ministry, cottage prayer meetings, hospital visits, fasting and prayer
meetings along with Mrs. Pandian of Royapuram, Mrs. Rangachari of Purasawalkam. Many
people came to know the Lord through her ministry. She was a Sunday School teacher and
was involved in all the Church activities. Every Sunday the whole family would come very
early to Church and be involved in vegetable cutting and cooking. In one of the Gospel raids
in St. Thomas Mount, she suddenly fell very sick and they diagnosed it as cancer. She was
very close to Mrs. Francis (wife of Dr. Francis who was the Chief of the Maternity Hospital).
They took very good care of her and treated her. They did everything possible. She suffered
from a lot of pain due to cancer. All the members of the Church who were very close to
her and all the sisters loved her and the whole family. On 31st January 1968 Sis. Sarojini
Christudas was called to Glory.
The lives of Bro and Sis Christudas was a challenge to many as they both and the whole family
lived by faith and served the Lord even though they were going through so many difficult
situations. The families at Jehovah Shammah loved them. Even though we their children
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(Kumar and Kumari) were left behind, God undertook for us. He blessed us abundantly with
lovely families and we are serving the Lord.
16

"Well Done Good and Faithful Servant" - Matthew 25:21
"Godly Mother" - Sis.Jeba Samuel

is.Jebamani Samuel was born to godly parents in Ramanad District of Tamil Nadu. She
had six brothers and three sisters and Sis. J eba was the 9th child. She was lovingly called
"Jeba" and true to her name, she was a prayer warrior. In 1930 the family came and settled
in Chennai.

S

In the year 1940 there were revival meetings held all over madras and the Main speaker
was Bro. Bakht Singh. They were inspired by his messages and Sis. J eba attended all the
meetings regularly.
Sis. Jeba worked as a teacher in Bentick School. As a teacher she brought many souls to Lord
Jesus. In the year 1966 Bro.Jordan Khan gave a message "Feed my Lamb" she was touched
by the Lord and later she resigned her job and became a full time God Servant.
Sis. Jeba helped her Brother in Law, Bro.Dorairaj in the Sathyam Ministry (A daily reading
·bible magazine) for more than 50 years efficiently. She
used to write each and every address by hand prayerfully
(praying for their families)
She also used to help in Sunday Class Ministry as well
as in Vacation Bible School. She used to visit the Sunday
school students house regularly. She was a Godly woman
like Anna the prophetess who was always in the House
of God. She would pray, counsel people, encourage the
depressed and broken hearted. She was very humble
soft natured, even while correcting the students she was
gentle and kind.
So all the Sunday school children, young and old loved her
like a mother. She was a friend of the destitute, orphans,
sickly, poor and unwanted. She cared for the poor widows
of the Church. She shared her food, clothes and money
with the poor and needy. She used to give Gospel tracts to
the children and youth and ask them to distribute to the
public. She inspired others to share the Gospel.

Sis. Jeba with the VBS
children at the Procession
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She had great burden for the ministry of the house of God. She was cordial to anyone who
entered Jehovah Shammah. She welcomed them with a smile and would make them feel
at home. She knew the Bible thoroughly and was called "Bible Dictionary". If anyone was
looking for a particular verse or a reference quick came the right answer.
Towards her later years, she was very weak and sick but she never grumbled, she cheerfully
carried on her humble ministry. She said the greatest secret of ministry is "Humility". She
led a patient sacrificial and selfless life in ministering to the Lord. She was called to glory on
7th June 2012.

17 The man who delighted in the word of God - Brother
Dhanraj Samuel
rother Dhanraj came from a Christian family from Christianpet. He came from a big
family and all his siblings were in the ministry. He joined the postal department of the
Railways. He started attending Brother Bakht Singh's meetings in 1938. He is one of the few
people who first entered into Jehovah Shammah. He went for open air meetings and gospel
raids. He kept the accounts of the church for a very long time. He was in charge of the Bible
Correspondence Course, 'Peace With God', and led hundreds of people to the Lord.
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He was a creative artist, He painted hundreds of verses wall text and painted hundreds of
books marks with bible verses. He was regularly sharing the Word of God in Madhavaram,
Ayanavaram, Vyasarpadi etc and in many branch assemblies.

18 Bethany: The Work of Dr. (Mrs) Chandy
Sis. Kasthuri Barnabas

metDr.(Mrs.o Chandy in 1958. She was from
Bombay. She practised General Medicine in
Washermanpet. The clinic was called Bethany.
She took prayer meeting every Monday with all
the sisters - Sis. Devasagayam, Sis. Kamala, Sis.
Sigamani, Sis. Rosy Paul and Sis. Kanthamma
Prabhakar. Mrs. Joseph used to translate
for her. Every first Saturday, she conducted
Sisters' Meeting in her house. Meetings were
also conducted every Saturday in different
houses, i.e. in the residences of Sis. Kamala,
Sis. Aquila and others. They visited hospitals
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Sis. Chandy (seated secondfmm right)
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in the city - Mental Hospital, T.B. Hospital. She conducted Sisters' Meeting every Sunday.
At her clinic she gave the gospel to all Hindu patients and many were saved.
Sister Chandy was a beautiful Servant of God who inspired us by her life of service to the
poor and needy and her great concern for the salvation of their souls.

19 Brother N. Rajamanickam - Servant of God (Walajapet)
Sis. Freeda Augustine (D/ o Bro. Rajamanickam)
od's servant, late Brother Rajamanickam began his career in the Indian Navy and
became a Physical Education teacher in Walajapet Boys Higher Secondary School. He
got married in the year 1953 to Sis Alice Lizzy and had two daughters Freeda and Persis.
In 1958, he attended the Holy Covocation at Jehovah Shammah. During that time he
gave himself for full time ministry when Brother Bakht Singh gave the altar call. But Bro
Rajamanickam wanted to be sure and looking for a proof of his calling. At that crucial time,
he was shown the verse, II Corinthians 13:3, which has confirmed the calling. He was sent
to Tanjore for God servants training. Late Bro Rajamani, Brother Carter, and others were
his guides and teachers. He was posted to Walajapet and he was working there ever since.
Late Brother Devavaram, then circle inspector and late Brother Rangachari were his close
associates in the initial stages of the ministry at Walajahpet.

G

His main aim was to have gospel raid during the holidays. He used to start on Wednesday go
up to Polur (Tiruvannamalai) for Gospel Raid by foot and return to Walajapet on Saturday
to be there for Sunday's worship service.
He was closely associated with Brother Noel Barrow and Co. in Vellore District. He used to
frequently go with Brother Bakht Singh for
the South Campaigns in the 1970s.
Though undergoing hardship such as
manhandling, tearing of clothes and stoning,
h e still proclaimed the Good News. His
prayer has brought into being a beautiful
prayer house at Veppur (on the way to
Vellore). He also actively participated in the
construction of worship centers at Adaiyur
near Tiruvannamalai as well as Pondicherry.
In spite of many persecutions he continued to
be meek and humble and never hurt anyone
by his words. He continued to stand for the
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Bro. N. Rajamanickam, Servant of God, Walajapet,
with Bro. Bakht Singh
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truth and that which is good in the sight of God. He continued to do the gospel work till his
last breath.
In the year 1983, Brother Bakht Singh fell down and injured his leg. Inspite of that he came
and solemnized the wedding of his daughter Mrs. Freeda Augustine on 14 Oct 1983.
He always maintained that our citizenship is in heaven as it is mentioned in Philippians
3:20. True to his faith on the penultimate day, he was on foot, visiting patients at Scudder
Memorial Hospital and house visiting at Ranipet near the hospital till 11 am and was returning
to Walajahpet by bus. While he was travelling, the Lord called him home. He entered the
glory of God on November 29, 2001.
After Daddy's demise, we are still worshipping at the House of Rest, Walajahpet. Every
Sunday, Brothers come from Jehovah Shammah for ministry. Since Daddy was so loyal in
the ministry upto 80 years, His abundant blessings are there in the ministry.
20

Naomi Paatima: A Strong Witness for the Lord
Bro. G. Prabhakar

y grandmother was a pious Hindu devotee. Her name was Sivagangai. In 1941, Bro.
Bakht Singh was conducting meetings in many churches. When he was speaking in
Memorial Hall and Tucker's Church in Broadway, both my uncle and Paati (grandmother)
attended the meetings. First, my uncle, Bro. Martin accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his
personal Saviour. Through him my father accepted Christ.

M

After accepting the Lord Jesus Christ she was so zealous for the Lord that she instantly
removed all idols from her house. Immediately after her conversion, she shared about her
salvation and the Lord Jesus Christ with all the people in Queen Mary's College, where she
was working as an ayah in the Sick Room. Even though she was doing a menial job, many
professors/lecturers accepted the Lord through her witness. She was a prayer warrior and
also started a prayer cell in Queen Mary's College. In the meantime, my uncle Bro. Martin
who accepted the Lord Jesus Christ, committed himself for full time ministry when he was
sixteen years old. Since he was a good singer and harmonist, Bro. Bakht Singh always kept
him along with him in the ministry.
My Paati always appropriated the Blood of Jesus Christ. That is why she did not take
medicine. For instance, when she was staying in Jehovah Shammah in Room No.14, she
fell down and broke her hip. Many servants of God including Bro. Bakht Singh and elders
of Jehovah Shammah advised her to get admitted in the hospital and take proper medical
treatment. But she refused to do so till the end of her life.
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My grandmother used to be called s paisa Paati. Cs paisa grandma) because she used to give
s paisa to all whom she met every month. She believed that s paisa speaks of the 5 wounds
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Even Bro. Bakht Singh used to ask her, "Where is s paisa?" Till the
end of her life she stayed in Jehovah Shammah and refused to stay in the homes of any of
her children. She lived by faith as a living testimony. I pray that God should raise many such
faithful and prayerful sisters as living testimonies in Jehovah Shammah.
21
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Brother James Ambrose

want to share briefly my testimony of the fellowship I enjoyed with the saints at Jehovah
Shammah.

To begin with I was saved in the year 1952 and came to the Lord's service in the year 1958.
By God's grace, Lord spoke to me from Psalm 119:71 by this word the Lord brought me with
the fellowship of saints in Elim in the year 1952. From that time onwards I learnt through
the fellowship of Bro. Bakht Singh and the saints that gather as a church at Elim, Hyderabad.
God made me understand 3 things in my life, (1) my responsibility to my house (2) my work
place and (3) the fellowship in the House of God. I don't think at any time I have missed the
worship in my life, except for the days I was hospitalized till today.
I was called for the exclusive meetings for calling God Servants for the full time ministry in
the year 1958. This was informed to me by Bro. Dorairaj, elder, Jehovah-Shammah to attend
the meetings held for 15 days, which were addressed by Bro. Jordan C Khan, Bro. El-Carter,
the theme was from Acts 13:22 (I found David the man after mine own heart who will fulfill
all my will). The word 'found' struck my heart like an arrow because I disobeyed God for 4
years after when the Lord called me for His service in the 1952 at Kharagpur when Jordan
C Khan was giving the word from Joshua 24:15 (as for me and my house we will serve the
Lord). I surrendered my life for Full-time ministry on that day of the farewell address given
unto me. When I left my Foundry Modern Practice which I underwent, this was sponsored
jointly by the Govt., of America & India. One person was chosen from each state and I was
chosen from Hyderabad (the then Hyderabad State),
After coming to Hyderabad, I saw the circumstances of brethren like Bro. C.E. Dawson,
Bro. S. Martin, Bro. Yesuratnam, Bro.KN. Augustine and their families living a simple life.
Hence, I found it difficult to adjust myself to such a life. Therefore I withdrew from my
commitment to serve the Lord. But after that I suffered for 4 years physically, with my family
and financially also. I came to Madras, that is how Lord's word came to me very strongly 'I
found David' that struck me because for 4 years I was absconding from the truth. That
night Bro. Jordan C Khan when he gave the word 'I found David' the whole meeting I went
on weeping. That night while I was on my bed, still awake I found as though 10 people shook
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me, I knew that it was the hand of God. So that night I surrendered and said "Lord I commit
myself to serve thee for the rest of my life." Then I had a very sound sleep which I never had
in my life. Next day morning I went to the upstairs and told Bro. Jordan C Khan, El-Carter,
Bro. Dorai Raj, Bro. Rajamani, Bro. Devasahayam and other elders about my commitment.
Then Bro. Dorairaj told me "when I came to Elim, Hyderabad for 1 month God spoke to me
that you and Bro. D.R. Devadas (Book Room) are meant for the Lord's service". So I decided
and came and resigned my job and Bro. C.E. Dasan, Bro. K. Philip arranged for a meeting
and then laid their hands upon me and sent me to Jehovah Shammah, Madras. After staying
for few months and had Bible Study at Patmos, Tanjavur for 6 months. During that period
Bro. El-Carter was giving the word, Bro. Rajamanikham also with us. After 1 year Bro. Bakht
Singh and Elders of Jehovah-Shammah prayed and sent me to Chittoor as God Servant.
After that I was transferred to Machilipatnam again back to Chittoor then to Eluru after that
to Rajahmundry. At present I have been serving the Lord at Rajahmundry since 1971. In
those days there was holy atmosphere, when we step-into the House of God. Every Sunday
people used to come for worship with singing, playing music picking each family on the way.
There used to be much joy and peace in the midst of God's people. Believers used to respect
God servants, and abide by their word. God's servants also used wait in the presence of the
Lord for their future ministry. For each Convocation, Youth Camp, and Special meetings,
people used work hard round the clock, singing while doing their work for the Lord.
In conclusion I want to thank the Lord for the burden that saints who gather at church at
Jehovah Shammah have and their invitation to God Servants for the ministry by which souls
are saved the true church is established in every place. It is a New Testament church as seen
in the Church of Antioch (Acts 13:1-3): we see how they laid hands on servants of God who
were the gospel of God to be taken to the different parts of the world.
In closing I want to testify about the wonderful work that the Lord did through Bro. Rajamani.
In one of the Convocations though he was sick and weak, he gave the message from Isaiah
53:10. The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. That word deeply worked in me: it
spoke to me about how our Lord Jesus Christ lived in the world doing the will of God. After
that he sang the song "Oh Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder". I still feel today that
song and message ringing in my heart. Praise the Lord, God bless you

114

VIII. Testimonies of believers of the early days

22

Man of God who worked with a Mission: Bro. Cyril Dawson
Simon Dawson

ro. Cyril Dawson hailed from a godly family. He is yet another jewel for the kingdom
of God from this great family. While he was studying in Madras Christian College, he
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as His personal Saviour through the testimony of a Brahmin
convert. He dedicated himself to serve the Lord. There was no turning back from then on.
He was a man who lived with this mission - One More for Jesus. After he accepted Christ as
His Saviour, he brought the two sons of his aunt to Christ. One of them is Bro. Eddy Williams
who is a Servant of God and also one of the Elders of Jehovah Shammah. His elder brother
C.E. Dasan was a great evangelist and a co-worker of Bro. Bak.ht Singh during the early days.
After the family shifted to Madras he joined Madras Christian College School as a teacher.
He was also actively involved in Sunday School Ministry in Jehovah Shammah. The first
question he asked anybody was, "Are you saved?" He loved children and knew every Sunday
School child personally.

B

So committed was he to his ministry that he came early to church even before the service
commenced to clean the rooms and lay the mats for the Sunday Classes. It was delight to
watch him sing in Sunday School: he also taught them new song and he did it with full
involvement and love. The sole purpose of his labour was to ensure that every child received
the Lord Jesus Christ as his/her personal Saviour.
Vacation Bible School ministry was one more area in which he served with dedication. He
paid attention the Teachers' preparation. He led them spiritually to take classes for the
children. Through his love, counsel and prayer, he led many children to Christ. He is well
known for his humility and patience. During his entire lifetime he remained true to God and
his calling. It was no wonder that his favourite song was, "I have decided to follow Jesus. No
turning back"
23

My Heavenly Physician: Testimony of Sis. Joyce Sundaram

am a living testimony of God's miraculous healing through His servant Bro. Bak.ht Singh. I
was sixteen years old when I was affected by jaundice. Doctors had given up. I was critical
and my parents had also lost hope of my survival. That was when Bro. Bak.ht Singh had
come to Nagercoil for a revival meeting. He visited my house and prayed for me on a Friday
evening. Praise the Lord! I was completely healed and attended church on Sunday to the
amazement of all. Since then I have been worshipping at Jehovah Shammah.

l
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24 A Turnover in Life - Sister Christy Aquila
Sis. Kasthuri Barnabas
Daughter of Sis. Aquila
was born in a Hindu family. I attended a Sunday class in Taylors
Road when Sis Asirvadam, mother oflate Sister Sarah Navroji
used to take Sunday Class and tell us about the Lord Jesus. I
was very much fascinated by these classes. At the same time, Sis
Kanama Daniel invited me to come to Jehovah Shammah. I was
truly blessed by coming over here. My Sunday class teacher was
Sis Sigamani. She taught me the word of God very faithfully on
Sunday and prayed for me. As a result, I gave my heart to the
Lord Jesus at the age of 8 in 1955.

I

I had a desire that my parents also should come into the joy of
salvation. God heard my prayer and my mother Krishnaveni
Sis.Aquila
accepted the Lord and she was called Christy Aquila. Later my
father also accepted the Lord and was baptized. So Nagalingum became Nehemiah. We as a
family grew up in the fellowship of this assembly. We wanted everyone in our area to know
about the love of the Lord Jesus. Sis Chandy used to regularly visit Taylors road and conduct
sisters meeting. Later young brothers would come and conduct young boys meeting during
which many non-christian boys were blessed.
My mother joined with Sis Devasagayam, Sis Kamala, Sis Sigamani, Sis Rosy Paul and
visited the mental hospital and TB hospital along with Dr. Chandy every Thursday and gave
them the gospel. She used to go to young women's home at Santhome every Saturday with
Sis Theophil, Sis Kamala and Sis Theophil and Sis Ebenezer.
Every Thursday, she would go to the hospital with Sis Flack, Sis North and Sis E.V.Philip.
She was also a VBS teacher from 1972. During convocations she used to be at the reception
counter and distribute mats and allocate booths and guide those who come for the meetings.
After we shifted our residence to Arumbakkam in 1975 she arranged for sisters meeting.
Sis Lily Moses used to give the word and many sisters were helped by this work. They were
delivered from their sickness, troubles and need. Sis Christy Aquila was called to glory on 6
Feb 2007. She served the Lord in His vineyard throughout her lifetime.
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25 A Lively Race - Bro Silvanus
Bro. Subodh Sylvanus

A braham was called the father of faith. In Genesis 12.2, we see how
1"1..Abraham obeyed God's word. He went out not knowing whither
he went.This verse is quite true for my father Bro. Silvanus. He was
born in Trivandrum and hails from a royal family the "cheranperumal
raja". His parents were Bro Manuel Jacob and Sis Leyal Jacob.
He was born on May 28, 1913. He was the fourth of 10 children. He
studied in a school where lessons were taught under trees and he
Bm. Silvanus
would write only on sand as he learnt. He excelled in English and
Malayalam. He accepted the Lord Jesus as his savior right in his
young age. He loved everyone who worked in his father's estate. Not only that he had good
relationships and loved everyone irrespective of whether they were rich or poor. He did not
go out and work in other places but preferred to work in his father's estate. During World
War II he was working as a male nurse in Burma. In 1939, not knowing where to go he took
a ticket to Chennai and landed there. He happened to meet Bro John Richard who was
narrating about Bro Bakht Singh's ministry.
After coming to Chennai in 1940 he got a job as a proof examiner in the Diocesan
press. It was during that time that he was convinced and attracted to the principles of
Bro. Bakht Singh who was a chosen apostle in the 20th century by God.
My father was in the fellowship from 1941 and helped in the ministry. His wedding was
solemnized with Sis. Mahima Mary on May 181955 by Brother Bakht Singh.
My father was an instrument who counselled how to prepare the bread and wine for the
Lord's table. He also was instrumental in naming our church street as Church Lane.
In 1970, he came for full time ministry. He ministered among the poor, slums and children.
He translated Tamil tracts to Malayalam and distributed them as he was serving the Lord.
He had a strong faith that the Lord who called him was faithful and would lead him to the
end. On Jun 17, 1993 . He was called to glory after a lively life of serving the Lord faithfully.
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26 A Dedicated Kitchen Worker - Bro. Essacu
Esther Raja
ro. Essacu (Isaac) was born in 1926, in a Hindu family. He was once so ill that all
medical help failed him. At this juncture he came to Jehovah Shammah and the Church
prayed for his health. The Lord heard the prayers and healed him. Since then , he started
fellowshipping with this Church from 1949.

B

In 1958, he was married in this Church to Sis. Pushpam and was blessed with six children.
By the grace of God all are fellowshipping at this Church. Even though he had a secular job
with the Fisheries Department, he took his full share in the ministry God had given him. My
mother had the privilege of serving the Servant of God, Sis. Stally. In fact it was Sis. Stally
who arranged my parents marriage. My father's prime ministry in the House of God was
cooking in the kitchen. His delicious sambar and rasam is remembered often by believers,
especially during the Holy Convocation. He always had a bright smiling face and could work
tirelessly and cook for any number of people, at any time of the day. He did this ministry till
the end of his life very faithfully and joyfully. He entered into glory on 4.12.96.
I say all this for the glory of God.

Bro. Essaku with Bro. Victor Caleb
Bro. Essaku (second from left) in the kitchen
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during Convocations and all the Promise cards for the year used to be written by her. She
had the gift of writing placards and wall texts in Gothic style with wooden pen and ink. Both
sisters (Mrs. Rangachari and Miss Bangaru) were involved in personal counselling after the
love feast. Her other daughter, Mrs. Shanthi was dedicated to the service of the Lord and was
trained at Hephzibah home where Sis. Stally taught her to serve the Lord. She was trained
in Hephzibah along with Sis. Ruth and Sis. Esther. Later these three sisters were married to
three Godservants viz. Bro. Pushparaj, Bro. Martin and Bro. Jordan Khan respectively. My
father Mr. Paul Vivekananda served as a deacon in this church. He used his talent of singing
for the glory of God.
The youngest in the family was Mrs. Suganthi. She worked in this fellowship along with her
husband, Mr. Gururaj, who served faithfully as an elder. As per Isaiah 54: 13 all her children
were taught of the Lord and she left a great legacy for future generations.

29 "For we Cannot but Speak the things which we have Seen
and Heard" (Acts 4:20)
Bro. Joe Abraham
t the outset I would like to begin with this admonition, "Remember them which have
:the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God, whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation." (Hebrews 13:8)

A

In the early days of my life, as a small boy I was brought up inside Jehovah Shammah
compound. I had the privilege of witnessing Bro. Bakht Singh's ministry at Jehovah
Shammah, Madras. I've seen a team of dedicated brothers in God's Service. They were
trained according to their talents under the leadership of Bro. Bakht Singh and through the
Word of God. Those brethren, were my father S. Abraham, Bro. Dawn Moses, Bro. Martin,
Bro. Burma Joseph, Bro. S.C John, Bro. J. Jones, Bro. Eliah, Bro. Daniel, Bro. Kutty and
many others. Bro. Bakht Singh was very strict with them and would not allow them to go
on their own. I have never seen them having more than two sets of clothes. They were welltrained to be content in any situation and to exercise their faith for their needs.
Many a time they were sent for Open Air preaching in the early morning without breakfast.
They used to return at 3pm. After lunch, they would rest for an hour and then they had to
clean the compound. Bro. Noel Barrow had a long beard. He played the banjo. Bro. B.J. Paul
wore 'Kaavi' was a good singer (in Telugu), Bro. K. Philip wore a white 'jiba'. All of them
laboured as a team with Bro. Bakht Singh in this place.
\
In the beginning when Bro. Bakht Singh started All India Holy Convocation meetings for 14
days, most of the believers were from North India and Karachi in Pakistan (Urdu and Hindi
I
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speaking people). I remember Bro. Allerakka playing the 'simta' (musical instrument) and
Bro. Lal Din from Pakistan (whose appearance was like Goliath). At the time of thanksgiving
for food, Bro. Lal Din in his loud voice would shout "Bolo Kudawand Yesu Masih Ki" and all
of us would respond, "Jai"
Bro. Bakht Singh used to welcome everyone for All India Holy Convocation meetings as
they arrived from different places. He would pray for them and hug them. Bro. John Paul
used to give the main message in Hindi from St. John's Gospel and Bro. Bakht Singh used
to translate into English. Afterwards Telugu believers from Gudur, Guntur, Cudappah and
later people from Hyderabad and surrounding places in Andhra Pradesh attended the Holy
Convocation in large numbers. Once, from Elim, Hyderabad, a huge number of mangoes
were sent to Jehovah Shammah for the Holy Convocation. This gift of fruit was served for
lunch.
Similarly a team of dedicated team of sisters for the Lord's Service stayed in a separate
bungalow in Egmore. It was called Hephzibah. Sis. Green was in charge of them. A foreigner
named Bro. Carter, stayed here with his family for some time. He played the piano accordion
and taught us many English chorus. Bro. Flack, Bro. Galsworthy, Dr. Kinnear, Sis. Stally and
Sis. North served the Lord in this place and had fellowship with us. They used to sit with
us on the mats and had their food joyfully without any reservation. Sis. Stally learnt Tamil
and helped the needy believers. One Anglo Indian sister, Nellie served as steno typist for
Bro. Bakht Singh. She was very sincere and hard working and handled all the correspondence
from Bro. Bakht Singh.
In conclusion I would like to state that Bro. Bakht Singh gave top priority to the Word of
God, the Holy Bible. He always began the message with a Bible chorus. He used to preach the
Word of God with full authority and the whole congregation listened with pin drop silence.
He taught us to read the Word of God prayerfully, to hear His voice patiently and to know
His will clearly. Someone asked Bro. Bakht Singh, "You always say and preach about the will
of God. Now tell me what is the will of God?" Bro. Bakht Singh replied, "The Word of God is
the will of God"

30 Faithful to the Calling - Testimony of Sis.Leela Jacob
Sis. Vanitha Premkumar
(Daughter of Mrs. Leela Jacob)
ister Leela Jacob was born and brought up in a Nominal Christian Family. In the year
1938-1940 Bro.Bakht Singh conducted meetings at the Tamil Methodist Church, during
the meetings as Sis.Leela was listening very carefully and the Spirit of God worked in her
heart. She came under the great conviction of sin and turned to the Lord.

S
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this he was wonderstruck and came out of the church. As he was waiting upon the Lord as
to where he should go for fellowship, God lead him to Jehovah Shammah. According to
Acts 16:31 the entire family was saved.
Bro. Santiago would declare boldly about the Lord Jesus to his colleagues in the office. He
was burdened to bring many Catholics to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
According to his desire, several members of his family were saved.
He was sent by the Church at Jehovah Shammah to minister in sister assemblies. Through
this ministry he won many souls for the Lord. He also laboured in the Goshen Home and
brought souls to Christ. His race on the earth was finished when he was 84 years old. He was
called to glory on 131h February 2001.

32 "(S)he that winneth souls is wise" : A testimony of Sis.
Maragatham Gurusamy.
Bro. Rajasekharan
y mother Maragathavalli was born in a Hindu family near Sivakasi in the year 1930.
She had her school education in Sara Tucker College in Palayamkottai in Tirunelveli
District. During her school days she came to know about the Lord Jesus Christ. After marriage
she came to Chennai and came into contact with Dr. Chandy when her eldest son was sick
as a child. Also, she used to attend the sisters' meeting in the house of Bro. Dharmapandian
where later on the Royapuram church was established in the year 1970. She took baptism on
21/5/1970 in the All India Holy Convocation along with her eldest son.

M

She was instrumental in the church at Bethesda, Royapuram, by bringing many souls to
the church including her eight children and husband. Her husband Bro. A. Gurusamy was
saved by the faithful living testimony of his wife. She used to go regularly for house visiting
ministry: she had access to homes where most Christians couldn't enter and brought these
souls to the church. She loved God's word, God's house and God's servants very much. She
read the Bible 118 times in her lifetime. Never one to miss worship on Sunday, she attended
the fellowship even when she was sick. Tract distribution was one of her regular activities.
Every person who came in contact with her received a tract. This ministry she carried on in
hospitals and marriages.
When Sis. Maragathavalli was called to glory on 7/7/2007, many testified of her faithful
witness at the funeral service and her funeral procession glorified the Lord Jesus Christ
through the preaching of the gospel.

123

33 Fervent, Faithful Sunday School Ministry - Testimony of
Bro. Victor (Thinnanoor)
"And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free." (John 8:32)
n 1941 there was a great revival in Chennai as a result of the ministry of Brother Bakht
Singh. He was invited to many churches to deliver God's word. Once he was invited by
St. Paul's church. My father who was there at that time was saved and baptized later. He
began having fellowship at Jehovah Shammah. My father was here right from the time the
ministry started. He enjoyed the fellowship of Brother Rajamani, Brother Dorairaj, Brother
Devasagayam, Brother Don Moses and worshipped the Lord in the assembly. He also led his
siblings late Brother George Samuel, Brother Inbaraj Samuel, Brother Alex Samuel and Sister
Soundaryabai Nelson and Sister Lily Samuel to the truth. He fellowshipped with his entire
family in the church. His wife, Sister Margatham and their two children also fellowshipped
here in the church and were benefitted spiritually.

I

My father has the burden for children and hence joined with Brother Rajamany and worked
with him in children ministry. After Brother Rajamani was called to glory, my father was
given the entire responsibility of Sunday school ministry. He brought up his children with
good discipline. He had so much of zeal for the House of God. He taught his children to come
to the House of God even before the service started. He taught his children to obey the word
of God and work accordingly.
He was so sincere in his work assigned to him by the church. (Sunday school ministry).
Every Monday evening, he would conduct a preparation class for Sunday School teachers.
He would give the necessary notes for the lessons to be taken at different levels. During the
days of his illness too, he was faithful in carrying out this work well.
All the fellow believers and co-workers were blessed by the ministry.
All glory be to God.

34 Bro & Sis.George Aaron - Taylors Road
Bro. Robert
"But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name .. " John 1: 12.

T

he Lord fulfilled this verse in the lives of Bro.George Aaron & Sis.
Lydia George Aaron who resided at Taylors Road, Kilpauk.

The Lord through his unconditional love sought Bro & Sis. George Aaron
in a miraculous way and enabled them to obtain the unspeakable gift of
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salvation in the year 1948. Thereby they were led into the ministry here at Jehovah Shammah
in the year 1949. After being led by the Lord to obey in the waters of Baptism through
Bro.Bhakht Singh's message Bro & Sis George Aaron were baptised at Jehovah Shammah in
the year 1949 and were given promises from Rev 3: 12,21. They continued to attend Sunday
service and other weekly ministries at Jehovah Shammah.
The Lord, through the ministry of Bro & Sis. George Aaron enabled many families in Taylors
road to be led into the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ by the prayers and support of His
saints at Jehovah Shammah. Bro & Sis George Aaron were encouraged by the Lord Jesus
Christ to open their house for gospel meetings to be held by Gods servants from Jehovah
Shammah. Soon the numbers began to increase. The Lord began to work through these
meetings and many more families were added to God's Kingdom. Bro. Bakht Singh along
with his co-workers used to continually visit, pray and encourage Bro & Sis. George Aaron
and nurture them in the Lord.
In the year 1971 Bro.George Aaron went to be with the Lord. Sis. Lydia now with a burden
to raise six young children alone, sought the Lord's help and his guidance. The Lord Jesus
Christ in his faithfulness and through the prayers of His saints at Jehovah Shammah
enabled Sis. Lydia to bring up her six children in the way of the Lord. All the children of
Bro & Sis George Aaron (Mercy, Gercy, Jessie, Robert Immanuel, Edward Ebenezer and
Wesley Samuel) accepted the Lord as their personal Saviour and were baptized at Jehovah
Shammah. Sis. Lydia was being influenced by the counsel of others to leave the fellowship
in 1956. But according to the promise given in Rev 3:12, 21 'Him that overcometh will I
make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out.. ....' , the Lord enabled
Sis. Lydia George Aaron to be an overcomer in the midst of trials and temptations and
enabled her to stand firmly and be planted in the Church at Jehovah Shammah.
Sis Lydia and her Children continued to conduct meetings at Taylors road with the help
of God Servants from Jehovah Shammah. By the Grace of the Lord, many ministries like
sister's meeting, cottage prayer meeting, Youth meeting and Sunday Class ministry were
conducted in Taylors Road with the help of Sis.Lily Moses, Sis.Chandy, Sis.Philip, Bro. Eddy
William and Bro.Joshua Jayakumar. The Lord through His saints wrought many miracles
in this area.
Bro. Simon (son in law of Bro. George Aaron) and his wife were also involved in many
ministries at Jehovah Shammah, Hyderabad, Kalimpong and in Arumbakkam. Bro. Simon
(Arumbakam) with the help of God servants from Jehovah Shammah enabled many families
in Arumbakkam to be added to God's Kingdom. Bro. Simon went on to be with the Lord in
the year 1986.
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Sis.Lydia George Aaron was a prayerful warrior and witnessed the Lord's leading in her life.
She was instrumental in leading her children, grand children and great grand children into
salvation and planting them in the church at Jehovah Shammah. She was called to Glory in
the year 2013.
It is indeed evident that this family and many families in Taylors road were saved and

blessed by the labour of Bro. Bakht Singh and his co-workers at Jehovah Shammah. Lord
Jesus Christ has been faithfull in fulfilling his promise in the lives of Bro. & Sis. Lydia. May
the Lord enable the rest of the family of Bro & Sis.George Aaron to continue in the way of the
Lord and be true to the vision shown through Bro.Bakht Singh.

35 Telugu Translator
Sis. Mercy Regina
y father Bro.Purushotham was born in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. He came to Chennai
to study at Presidency College. He used to attend a Baptist Church in Triplicane. At
that time he was invited by Bro. Benjamin to attend Jehovah Shammah. He was attending
the service regularly. He used to participate in open air ministry also. He was given baptism
by Bro. Bakht Singh when he was a college student. Later he was given some responsibilities
in the Church like taking care of chappals in the Chappal Stand. He was also a Telugu Sunday
Class teacher. He also took Bible classes in Bentinck School, Vepery.

M

God gave him the gift of translating messages in Telugu. Though he had a secular job as
Manager in the Ripon Building, Chennai Corporation, he served in the House of God. He
used his talents for the glory of God till his last breath.

36 God's Work at Gunpowder Compound
Sis. Saramma Mathai
t is a joy for me to share our testimony. God has done great things through his servant B
ro. Bakht Singh in our lives and in Gunpowder compound. In 1950 when Bro. Bakht
Singh conducted a Gospel meeting in Vetapalem, Chirala, Andhra Pradesh, Bro. Mathai and
Sis. Salome were saved. In 1955, my husband left the Army and joined the Railways at
Perambur, Chennai. We took up a rented house in Gunpowder area.

I

Our family was saved and went to Jehovah Shammah for fellowship along with a few believers.
When we met Bro. Bakht Singh, he encouraged us and we started to share the Gospel to
the people around our home. In 1967 God helped us to purchase a place for worship. We
shared this with Bro. Bakht Singh. He showed us Psalm 84:7 and named the church Zion.
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My husband, Bro. Mathai put up a board with the name Zion in front of the church. From
then on believers in Gunpowder assembled and prayed in that place.
In May 1968 there was a major fire accident, which destroyed the houses of believers. They
lost everything. At that time Bro. Bakht Singh along with Bro. Chandy, Bro. Bhaskar Rao and
Bro. B.D. John came and provided the basic needs of the believers. They gave us words of
assurance from Psalm 44 and prayed for us.
In 1969, Bro. Bakht Singh along with Bro. Chandy, Bro. D'Monte & Bro. K. Philip, came to
Gunpowder compound where along with the responsible brothers Bro. Mathai, Bro. Pedda
Lazarus, Bro. Silas, they visited the houses of believers.
Based on Luke 14:16-24, Dr. Mrs. Chandy visited our house once a week to share the Gospel
in the afternoons. Sis. Mrs. Rangachari, Sis. Joseph, Sis. Kamala, Sis. Sigamani, Sis. Chandra
Vivekananda also shared the word. Sis. Aquila, Sis. Raja Rao and Sis. Devasagayam also
encouraged us.
On October 2°d 1974, the Lord's Table was started. Bakht Singh came accompanied by Bro.
Daniel (Book Room), Bro. K. Philip and Bro. C. Samuel. On that day 25 families gathered for
worship. Through Bro. Bakht Singh we were encouraged to start childrens' ministry, youth
ministry, sisters' ministry and gospel meetings. Bro. Bakht Singh taught us to be faithful to
the Lord, to love the Lord, God's house and God's people. /
Blessed is the Lord who loved us and saved us and established the ministry at Gunpowder.
We are grateful for the fellowship of Bro. Bakht Singh and Jehovah Shammah.

37 Blind, Yet I See
Esther Manickam
My father Peter (who was known as Pagalmedu Peter) was born in a Hindu family. After a
few years of his married life he lost his sight due to a brief illness and eye infection. When all
medical treatment failed, someone lead him to a Gospel Meeting, where he had the assurance
that Jesus Christ is the Living God and that h e cares for him. Through his life's experiences
he proved that Jesus can answer prayers and do wonders and he began to declare His mighty
works to the heathen along with his family at Pagalmedu. He had a desire to help in setting
up a testimony in that place. Bro. Rajamanickam, an elder of Jehovah Shammah at that time
inspired him in his pursuit to build a place for the House of God. With the prayer support
of the saints at Thinnanoor the church was built. The bright face with which he shared the
Word of God cannot be forgotten.
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38 My Church in Time of Need
Bro. Moses (Munusamy)

A fter the demise of my father in 1960, my mother and I were living on the platform in
1"'1.Purasawalkam. I was then put in a Corporation School in standard 1. I had a teacher
named Gnanabaranam Samuel who was filled with God's love. She taught Bible stories and
verses to the children. When she knew of my condition she took a lot of interest in me and
treated me like her son. She had no children of her own.
She used to take me to Jehovah Shammah, the love of the people, the songs and the sambar
rice fascinated me. I loved singing those songs. I thank God for helping me to come into
fellowship with God's children, which was a "large family". My name was changed from
Munusamy to Moses.
One day a close friend of Bro. Samuel (husband of Sis. Gnanabarnam) came to visit him.
After a brief conversation, they placed their hands on the Bible and promised each other that
they would do the last rites for each other. I was a witness to this.
After one or two years, Bro. Samuel was called to glory. Reminded of the promise of her
husband's friend Sis. Gnanabaranam sent me to inform him of her husband's death. But to
my surprise, the friend refused to come to perform the last rites as promised. Disappointed,
Sis. Gnanabaranam informed the Church at Jehovah Shammah. The call was attended
to by one of our elders, Bro. Sundarajan, who at once said that he would take care of
everything. Within a few minutes, the Elders and the members of the church gathered at
Sis. Gnanabaranam's place. The whole street was crowded - it was filled with believers from
the Church. They were a great source of comfort to the lonely Sis. Gnanabaranam.
The Church took the entire responsibility of the funeral service which was conducted
gloriously and without any expectation. I was able to understand the love of believers for
each other. These believers had learned from Bro. Bakht Singh to be simple, sacrificial,
humble and to do everything according to God's will.
Sis. Gnanabaranam spent her last years in an old age home. She had made that home into
a heaven by conducting family prayer, giving the gospel to old people and encouraging the
depressed. Sis. Gnanabaranam's life and the principles of this church as well as their love
made a great impact on me. I now desire to walk in her footsteps. Now I'm so delighted
because we as a family are serving the Lord. I, a street dweller have become a street preacher
and a "fisherman" to catch children for the Kingdom of God.
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39 "Ye are God's House, Ye are God's Building"
Mary Cowen
n 1954 Mrs. Meadows of Sathyavasanam (Back to the Bible Radio Program) led us to
Jehovah Shammah. My grandmother, Sundarammal (fondly called Kondithoppu Paatima
by everyone) was the first to come here and she brought all of us with her. My parents
faithfully attended this assembly of believers along with their eight children.

I

I would like to share for the glory of God about the love that we as a family received from
the Elders of the early days, right from our first contact with them. It was Mrs. Meadows
who told the Elders about our family. When they heard about us, the Elders - Bro. Dorairaj,
Bro. Rajamani & Bro. Aminjikarai Moses - visited us and brought us to the fellowship.
The Dorairaj family considered us as their own: Bro. Dorairaj even paid the fees for my
sister's tailoring teacher course. Whenever he introduced us, Bro. Dorairaj would refer to us
as his "sister's children" and Mrs. Dorairaj would say, "My brother's children!". Whenever
we fell sick, Dorairaj uncle and aunty would bring us over to their home and take care of us
till we got well.
Even recently, when I met someone from the early days, that person said, "You are
Bro. Dorairaj's relation, aren't you?" That is how it was in the early days of Jehovah Shammah.
In those days if a family did not turn up on Sunday, Bro. Dorairaj would be the first to visit
the family on Monday and within half an hour, Bro. Devasagayam would also be there to
visit and enquire about the welfare of the family and find out why they were not able to come
to church.
We participated joyfully in the work in the church. My grandmother used to clean the rice
and my mother used to cut vegetables. We grew up in this atmosphere where people loved
the House of God and loved each other. I have two sons and 3 grandchildren and count it
a joy that my grandchildren are the fourth generation of Kondithoppu Paatima's offspring
worshipping at Jehovah Shammah.
I am grateful to God for the privilege to share these memories when Jehovah Shammah is
celebrating its 75th Anniversary.
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40 The Work of God among the Settlement People of Madras
Bro.Jeevananda01
would like to share, how the Light of God
shined on the Settlement Area of the city of
Madras and how many were added to the House
of God.

!

We belonged originally to the Settlement Area.
My father's name was Solomon. His actual
name, however, was Karupusamy (when he was
in school, someone named him Solomon and
that is how the name came to stay)
In the early days of the ministry in Jehovah
Shammah, Bro. Bakht Singh and his co-workers
had Open Air preaching in the Settlement area.
I used to attend Sunday School at Jehovah
Shammah. I used to come from the Settlement
to this church. Later I went to the hostel and
lost touch with Jehovah Shammah.
My father died in 1956. After my father died, I
B1'0. Jeevanandam with Bro. Bak/wt Singh
came here. It was Bro. Dorairaj who had got a
job for my father in the Corporation of Madras.
and Bro. Phillip
After my father's death we invited Bro. Dorairaj for the prayer meeting. When he prayed at
that meeting, Bro. Dorairaj mentioned that my father had stopped coming to the church and
that this misfortune may not have occurred if he were coming to the House of God. When I
heard that, I thought, "Why can't I attend the church at Jehovah Shammah? Bro. Dorairaj
was so kind as to help my father and get him a job". When I came to Jehovah Shammah,
someone who met me offered me a job. But I declined the offer: I told them, "I already have
a job with WCC (Women's Christian College)".
Later I got a better job with the USIS (United States Information Service, i.e. American
Consulate in Chennai). Someone informed Bro. Bakht Singh that a brother from U"ehovah
I
Shammah was working in the American Consulate. I was able to meet him whenever he
came to the American Consulate. That is how I got the oppo1tunity to have a close interaction
with this great Servant of God. One day I heard that Bro. Bakht Singh was coming to the
Consulate. I took leave so that I could spend time with him. I was so excited. I did not want
Bro. Bakht Singh to stand in the queue. I managed to get a chair for him. I made a request
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for a photograph with him. He agreed and after the work in the consulate Bro. Bak.ht Singh,
Bro. K. Philip and I went together to the studio and took a photograph. I treasure this photo.
My wife hails from Vysarpadi. This area is also full of darkness (like our Settlement Area).
It is a bad place full of swearing and fights. From such a locality, my wife came to know the
Lord Jesus. Life changed because of this. My wife also got a government job.
I want to emphasise that if children of God like Bro. Bakht Singh and the Elders of Jehovah
Shammah had not visited the Settlement and Vyasarpadi, we would have remained in
darkness: People who were school dropouts and outside the mainstream of society have
come into the knowledge of Christ and have also done well in life. I praise God for His
Servant Bro. Bak.ht Singh and the Elders who raised this church.

41 "Go on Hammering with the Word of God"
Bro. Caleb (Perambur)
'"{A Th.en I entered the compound of Jehovah Shammah in 1972, I felt that this atmosphere
V V was different - I had not experienced something like this in my whole life. I was
astonished by what I saw - they were people who were highly placed but they were seated
on the floor and the time of worship was so solemn and reverent. I was not a believer then.
But what I felt at that moment was PEACE. Sometime after that I accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ as my Saviour.
One evening in 1976, I met Bro. Bak.ht Singh. I greeted him. He asked me "How are you? What
is your name?" I introduced myself and t.o ld him, "Brother, I'm giving my Hindu parents and
my family the Gospel, but they are not responding". Bro. Bakht Singh replied, "God has kept
you as a wedge in your family. Go on hammering with the Word of God."
My job was on the ship. I used to visit my parents and the family once a year. I used to
tell them about the Lord Jesus Christ. I have two younger sisters. One of them didn't have
children. I told her to believe in Jesus because He is the Living and True God. I told her to
accept him as her Saviour and ask him for salvation. She sincerely prayed and committed
her life saying, "Lord if You give me a baby I will surrender my life to You." Miraculously,
three months after this prayer, she conceived. Her name is Sathya. This sister and her family
are serving the Lord in Tirutani. In the course of time my father and mother also accepted
the Lord.
My wife Helen was instrumental in my family coming to the Lord as she showed Christian
love to them.
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I am so happy to share how the word of encouragement given by the Servant of God
Bro. Bakht Singh on what seemed to be a meeting by chance, came to full fruition in my life
and gave me the joy of seeing the entire family accepting the Lord Jesus as their Saviour.

42 The Man who Made History
Bro. Solomon Jeyaseelan
uring my post graduation (M.A. History) I had to write one paper. The title of the
paper was Social and Cultural History of Tamil Nadu. While I was preparing for the
examination, I was surprised to note that it contained an article about Jehovah Shammah
and it had the following lines, "Bro. Bakht Singh, a Sikh convert started a church
called Jehovah Shammah, which is an independent church." When I read it I was
surprised and overwhelmed with joy because Bro. Bakht Singh created history.

D

I have been associated with this church for more than fifty seven years. When I was one year
old, I was very sick (not able to retain anything that I ate) and my parents went to the extent
of tying magic black threads on my hands. The doctors gave up on me: there was no hope.
But somebody directed my parents to the assembly of believers at Ambur. Bro. Stephen
who was ministering there prayed for me and told my parents to remove the black threads
and asked my parents to feed me with the food prepared for the love feast in the church.
Immediately I was healed and this made my parents commit themselves to the Lord and
they started attending this church at Ambur. Later, my father Bro. Moses, served the Lord
as an Elder of a branch of the this church atVaniyambadi.
There was another occasion when I had high temperature and boils all over my body. At that
time Bro. Bakht Singh came to Vaniyambadi: he was on his way for the southern gospel raid.
Bro. Bakht Singh prayed for me. Immediately, the temperature subsided and the boils began
to disappear. We witnessed a miracle.
The Lord spared my life yet another time. We were travelling by train with other believers
to attend the Holy Convocation in Chennai. All were singing joyfully along with musical
instruments. The train stopped at Katpadi station. I was standing near the door of the
compartment. A boy in our group pushed me out and I fell on the track. No one was aware
of it and they did not hear my cry for help because of the singing. The Lord sent an angel to
rescue me. A passer by heard my cry and rescued me.
I am sharing these testimonies for the glory of God who in His mercy healed me, saved me
and brought us as a family into a fellowship founded by a man who made history.
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43 For who hath despised the day of small things?
Isaac Emmanuel (Son of Late. Bro. Joshua J aykumar)
"For they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand ofZerubbabel with those seven;
they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth." Zech. 4:10
rejoice to mention here the day of small things because it has grown in significance over
the years. Having been raised in a family that worshipped at the Church at JehovahShammah (being in the Sunday School and later in the Youth fellowship) I humbly place
here the mighty acts of the Lord which he has done in the past 3 decades.

!

The turning point arrived on Jan 13, 1985 when a servant of God tapped my shoulder and, as
though seeing through all my hypocrisy through the eyes of the Lord, said, "Isaac, surrender
to the Lord before it is too late!" I gave then my heart to the Lord Jesus Christ through a
simple prayer of confession and began the journey of faith so precious.
Before, I was known as a 'good' boy, blessed with the talent to sing and play the guitar; but
that day changed all that: the scope broadened. Soon after I was baptized, the way cleared
for the power of the Lord to begin acting in my life. One thing I did: I did not miss a single
youth class, or special meeting, or gospel preaching. I realized much later how vital it was to
keep this discipline as a preparation for the future work of the Lord on my soul.
Surely, it is true that not a small number of youth from JS have gone on to witness for the
Lord all around the globe! Those who are faithful in little things are given more.
Bro. Phillip paid special attention to our group as we gathered every Saturday to sweep the
meeting hall, lay the mats and set the arrangements for the Sunday worship. He coined it the
Body Building Ministry - BBM - Broom Basket Mat, the Basket referring to the serving of
the love feast which was another joyous discipline learnt at JS.
There were memorable moments galore that thrilled us youth during the Holy Convocations,
much before they actually took place, when we began preparations. The military-like
guidance of Bro C Samuel cannot be forgotten, nor the efficiency of Bro. Joshua (my father)
at serving the food, the camaraderie of Bro Lawrence at water works, and the painstaking
labor of Bros Ambi and Amos at the kitchen. What an army!
From the age of 15 till I left Chennai at the age of 30, the Lord trained me in the kitchen duty
every first week, where a wonderful team quietly toiled to take care of the preparation of the
love feast. On the other doing the Chappal Stand duty ensured that one stayed humble.
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However, a dark period followed during my post-graduate college and early work life when
wrong friendships threatened to engulf me in debt and loss of blessing. Succeeding that
phase, the gentle hand of the Lord took me 2000 kms away to Delhi, away from the wings of
protection and alone in the palm of God. God's work of repairing my life was completed when
I met with a near-fatal accident in 2000 when the car I was travelling crashed into a parked
truck. This was the second touch - 'tap' rather, and the Lord began a new work in my life.
North India was, and still is, a far cry from the richness of spiritual fullness which the South
has been blessed with. Few and far between, the churches were small. But that was the way of
the Lord, as he taught many precious things, including the ministry of the gospel through new
and different ways. I cannot forget the group which the Lord himself put together, including
a German intern at BMW in Gurgaon, as we went about on 'guerilla' outreach, slipping from
bus station to highway dhaba with tracts and cassettes, as well as distributing 'Resurrection
Newspaper' on Easter Sunday! The labor involved helping in starting special meetings and
gospel campaigns. Bro Alex Devasahayam was a great source of encouragement to us as we
reached out regularly to prisons and conducted 'Yeshu Masih ka satsangs' at home.
Next stop: Mumbai, where currently I live with my wife Eunice and children Talitha, Tassella
& Timothy. With anti-Christian elements threatening to stifle free preaching, the Lord opened
a new door: the opportunity to partner with publishing houses in translating, printing and
publishing Hindi Christian literature, chiefly written by Bro Bakht Singh. With teams spread
out in Mumbai, Delhi & Punjab, the Lord has enabled small contributions in Hindi, Marathi,
Odisha, Punjabi and Urdu languages. You can see more at www.bereabookroom.org
The beginning was in JS - the choice of the Lord as the centre of the revival in the 1940s.
Bro James Victor from Delhi and I were burdened by the Lord to reprint the inspiring title
'Monsoon Daybreak' in 2011, released by Bro Phillip on the 7oth anniversary day. It eventually
came out in Punjabi and Tamil too!
In closing, I wish to challenge the youth of JS on two counts as you stand at the threshold of
the 75t11 anniversary.
One, the Lord moves in a mysterious way. And he works in love and holiness. Over many
years, the Lord has taught me to reach out to diverse denominations and missions, with
the sole objective of ministering the gospel of Christ and serving through the Word, either
printed or spoken. This is a humbling yet enriching experience. The more you engage in this
way, the more God reveals his mysterious ways.
Two, the Lord is calling for laborers in North India, either those who seek jobs or work as
part-time or full-time missionaries. The fields are vast and dry; time is fast running out! The
Lord is using many diverse vessels, but the need for dispersing the gospel is high.
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Bro.Bakht Singh spoke on II Corinthians 6:2, ".... Now is the Accepted Time... Now is the
Day of Salvation" and also from Hebrews 2:3,4 spoke to her heart Sis.Leela accepted the
Lord Jesus Christ as her savior and in one of the meeting Bro.Bakht Singh challenged to lead
lives of Holiness, Simplicity and Separation from the World. When this challenge was given,
Sis.Leela removed all her jewels and wore very Simple white sarees. Sis. Leela was transformed
and all her Old desires, Habits, behaviors, all changed and she became a New Creation.
Sis. Leela was regular at all her meetings and never neglected the prayer and bible Studies.
Later She joined the Sisters at the Sister's Home - HEPHZIBAH and met for Prayer and
Bible studies with Sis.Stalley and Sis.Greene.
She was a staunch Believer and dedicated her life for the Lord. To bring new souls to Christ
was her only goal. She served the Lord by her generous giving to God's House, God's children
and spent hours in prayer in the prayer booths in Jehovah Shamma and opened her home
for Sisters prayer meeting and also to those who needed accommodations during the Holy
Convocations.
In the Year 1944 Bro.Bakht Singh united her in Holy Marimonywith Dr. H.R.Jacob who was
in Punjab as a Captain. Together they built a good witnessing Christian home and they were
blessed with Six children, all who are now witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. Sister Leela
lived for God's Glory and till the end of her life was faithful to the call she received.

31 Catholics to Christ
Rosalind Gopaldas
y father Bro. Santiago hailed from a wealthy Roman
Catholic family. Due to the torture from his stepmother
who indulged in witchcraft he forsook his wealth and walked out
from his father's house with my mother empty-handed.
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My parents faced many losses, even the loss of their children,
because of which my father lost any hope and belief in Mary. He
then began to read the Word of God. After this they were blessed
with five children. My father was not able to completely leave
the rituals followed in Catholicism like praying with a rosary. He
would go and pray regularly at the Sacred Heart Church. One
day, when he went to this church on a Sunday and was praying
without bowing before the idols, he heard a voice saying, "Come
out from her. Do not be a partaker of her plagues". When he heard
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In 1991, Bro T E Koshy caught my hand along with another friend and said these words:
Pray for North India and think of serving in North India! I was totally caught off-guard but
the injunction firmly registered in my mind. The Lord brought things to pass in his time. I
am now catching the hands of some youth - man or woman - in tearful request to pray for
North India and think of serving in North India!
May the Lord bless this testimony of small beginnings! May the Lord bless you!

44 With Love to Jehovah Shammah From the Sanky Family
Dr. Sanky and Mrs. Prema Sanky
y greetings for the 75th Anniversary and Convocation at Jehovah Shammah: I first
entered intC1 the JS compound around March/ April 1963. I was 19yrs old then and
in my 2nd yr. M.B.B.S., at Stanley Medical College. A senior Christian friend took me to
Jehovah Shammah. Though I was born again I was not spiritually satisfied in churches that
I had attended.

M

When I came to Jehovah Shammah it was a Sunday and worship meeting was going on. I
was thrilled hearing the message and individual audible worship by the believers: it was
a new experience for me. I felt the presence of the Lord Jesus right in front of me. From
then I started attending the meetings regularly and took part in open air meeting and other
activities.
I was very happy with the fellowship of the fellow believers. I am very thankful to the Elders
and the Church for praying for me when I was seriously ill and nigh unto death few years
ago and The Lord answered their prayers and gave me a promsie from Proverbs. 9;11" FOR
BY ME THY DAYS SHALL BE MULTIPLIED AND THE YEARS OF THY LIFE SHALL BE
INCREASED.
Now I am 72 yrs and settled in Secundrabad and having fellowship in BERACHAH PRAYER
HOUSE. I take part in the ministries and the elders and believers here are very helpful to me
as I am not keeping good health. My wife Prema Sanky has been a Sunday School for more
than 45. She was a Sunday School teacher in Jehovah Shammah and today she continues
this ministry at Berachah in Hyderabad. We are blessed with three daughters who are in the
Lord and well settled in life.

Dr. SankyNagarajan
I am grateful for this opportunity to share what Jehovah Shammah means to me. I attended
this Church from my childhood. I had seen wondrous works of the Lord. On one occasion,
Bro. Bakht Singh told the people to bring to the church their possession which were not
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pleasing to the Lord and told them to set those things on fire. To my surprise many brought
such things and everything was set on fire. Though I was very young I could feel the Holiness
and the Presence of the Lord in the Church. I was spiritually blessed very much by the
fellowship at Jehovah Shammah and praise God for the same
Mrs. Prema Sanky

45 Testimony of Amirthamma
would like to share the role that Jehovah
Shammah has played in my family, in bringing
people to the Lord. My aunt Amirthamma ( my
mother's sister) grew up in a stable Christian
home. She started fellowshipping with the saints
at Jehovah Shammah since 1953. Through her
experience of being born again, her personal walk
and personal relationship with God her 3 sisters
Vijayamma, Sugunamma and Nancy were also
saved. Through her life she even reached out to
my father Bro. S.K.Samuel who then was a Hindu.
He accepted the Lord and is serving the Lord now
when he is in his mid eighties.

!

My aunt was a close associate of the "praying
sisters", Sis Kamala and Sis Sigamani who were
together serving the Lord through fasting and
prayer, open air ministry and house visitation.
My aunt was strengthened by her association Sis. Amirthamma (seated, centre) with S. K.
Samuel and Nancy Samuel at their wedding
with them. According to Psalm 37:23-24 the Lord
delights in every detail of our lives: we will never fall, for the Lord holds us by our hand.
Thanks be to God who placed Sis. Mrs. Amirthamma in a loving and godly family and a solid
church.

46 Remembering a Gifted Translator, Bro. S. Emmanuel
Sis. Sharon
(Daughter of Bro. Emmanuel)
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. Daniel 12: 3
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ro. S. Emmanuel served as translator/
interpreter from Tamil to English
in Jehovah Shammah and other branch
assemblies from a very young age till his
demise in 1990. He was born on 31st January
1946 to (Late) Bro. C. Samuel and Sis.
Sampoornam. As the eldest of 5 siblings, his
early life as young boy and man was marked
by implicit obedience to parental authority
and responsibility towards members of his
family and church. His life was also marked by
a keen intelligence, unique people skills and
proficiency for language that his family views
as God-given. And, it was these God-given
skills that were finely honed and brought into
use in the Lord's ministry and for His Glory
during his adult years.

B

Bro. Emmanuel with Bro. Bakht Singh

Bro. Emmanuel was an active member of the Dawn preaching team of young men from
Jehovah Shammah that took to the streets in and around Jehovah Shammah during the
early hours of Friday and Saturday. Members of the team recall the commitment with which
Bro. Emmanuel engaged in this ministry and the many lives that were touched through his
ministry. In addition, he was, by the Grace of God able to positively impact the lives of the
young men who engaged in this ministry.
Bro. Emmanuel also served the Lord through the Young men ministry at Jehovah-Shammah
alongside his peers Bro. Christy and Bro. Kenneth Timothy. His peers and younger men of
his time recollect that his active involvement and encouragement motivated many young
men of his time to actively seek and serve the Lord in His sanctuary.
One of his younger siblings recounts Bro. Emmanuel's foray into the translation ministry
through Bro. George Werver of Operation Mobilization. It was through him that
Bro. Emmanuel was initiated into the ministry of translation as he was asked to translate
a book authored by Bro. Werver from English to Tamil. Following this, the Lord in His
time, led Bro. Emmanuel into the translation ministry at Jehovah Shammah and its branch
assemblies. The anointing of the Lord was upon him to help him interpret the messages
of numerous servants of God from India and abroad, most noteworthy of all being
Bro. Bakht Singh. He was undoubtedly blessed with the ability to understand the accent of
those messengers of God who were from other countries.
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Like a shooting star, his life shone brightly, albeitfor a short span of time,for the Glory of
His Heavenly maker.

47 A Bright Shining Light - Brother Cyrus

B

rother Cyrus was the second son of Brother Inbaraj Samuel and Sister Jemima. He
was saved and was baptized when he was 16 years old. He excelled in his studies in the
Madras Veterinary College and was working as an Assistant Professor. He was a witness in
the place of work. He was a bright shining light (John 5:35).

From 1970 he took part in the church ministry. He was not only a youth leader, but could
play instruments well and lead the church in singing. He could be found in the church much
before the service began. In his ministry in the church which was for nearly three decades
or more he was walking worthy of the Lord, talking worthy of the Lord and worshipping
too. He ministered effectively to establish and edify children and youth, besides those of his
own household. Above all, because of his Biblical knowledge and spiritual understanding,
he shone in the ministry of translation English to Tamil - so apt and swift. This unique gift
was for the blessing of the hearers and conveyed the true spirit and burden of the speaker.
On the last day of the VBS he told the children "If I die I would go to heaven but what about
you?" He gave a message so emphatically. Three days before his home - call, he sang with
his daughter, "There will be a glad reunion day... " - pertaining to the resurrection union of
all saints. More than 2000 saints attended his funeral service on 6 th May. We are reminded
of the words in Genesis 5:24. And Enoch walked with God ... for God took him. He was a true
example of John 12:24 is very true in the life of our dear Brother Cyrus.

48 Here Abideth Faith, Hope and Charity: A Portrait of
'Christy'
Sis. Helena Gnanamuthu
y brother Isaac Christopher, fondly called 'Christy' was loved by everyone in Jehovah
Shammah. He was the eldest son of my parents Mr. and Mrs. Gnanamuthu. As both
my parents passed away, my father first and my mother later, the responsibility of caring for
us - two younger sisters and one brother fell on Christy. He got a job in thE\Indian Overseas
Bank and held a good position in the bank. Even though he had a good position, he led a
simple life. This is because he followed the example of Jesus, his Heavenly Master. Others
came first for him: he cared more for the needs of others than his own needs. The poor
especially found a friend in him. Whoever came to him for help never went away empty.

M

VIII. Testimonies of believers of the early days

One of the services that Christy is remembered for is the support he gave to families in
bereavement. Those were the days when we did not have mobile phones or whatsapp. Christy
took the responsibility to see that information about the home call reached all the believers.
He stood by the bereaved family, rendered all the practical help they needed and comforted
them in their hour of grief.
It was the same with weddings. My brother Christy helped the family with all the arrangements

for the wedding. He would completely take over the responsibilities in relation to the
arrangements and lighten the load on the family members.
All this Christy did because he loved the House of God. For the youth of the church, he was
an example to be followed. Older people also loved and respected him because he carried
out the responsibilities given to him fully and perfectly. With a group of young people, he
engaged in open air preaching and dawn preaching just as his father, Bro. Gnanamuthu used
to do.
After a brief illness (even while he was quite young), he entered into eternal rest. He quietly
finished his work. He was such a source of inspiration and encouragement for the youth of
the church. Even to this day his life is a challenge to the youngsters of Jehovah Shammah.

49 "Fervent in Prayer, Serving the Lord": The Life and
Witness of Sis. Rosy Paul
Sis. Sheeba Samson
y grand aunt Sis. Rosy Paul was a prayer warrior of Jehovah Shammah. During the
1940s she used to attend Zion church. Her brother Jesudas Paul was a pharmacist to
the British Governor General who was living in Ooty. When Bro. Bakht Singh came to Ooty,
he conducted special meetings in a Government School . Many servants of God accompanied
him and lunch was lovingly prepared by all the women in the house of Sis. Rosy Paul. This
was time of sweet fellowship. Whenever Bro. Bakht came to Ooty he would visit Bro. Jesudas
Paul (my grandfather and brother of Sis. Rosy Paul). On one of his visits to Ooty Bro. Bakht
Singh said that every person should possess his/her own copy of the Bible. On his next visit,
every person had a personal copy of the Bible. On this occasion Sis. Rosy Paul accepted the
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour and took baptism. Her decision to follow the Lord
fully inspired other members of the family and every one of them was baptized.
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In Jehovah Shammah she spent time with Sis. Green in fasting and prayer. Along with
Sis. Kamala and Sis. Sigamani she visited families. During the time of worship, in the Sunday
service, she lifted her voice, without fail every Sunday. She is remembered for worshipping
with the song "Anbe, Anbe, Aaruyirudave, Anandam Anandame."
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She was a spinster: her life was one of total commitment to God. Her nephew Samuel Paul
always said that she was his "spiritual mother." Bro. Samuel Paul and his family came close
to the Lord through her exemplary life and ministry. Her life continues to inspire believers
in the House of God. Her Christian example was so outstanding and unique - she was like a
city on a hill that cannot be hid.

50 Prepared in God's House for God's Work
Theodore Perianayagam
y father Theodore Perianayagam started having fellowship in Jehovah Shammah in
1942. Brother Christudoss and Brother Theodore used to go for house visiting and
tract distribution every week. My mother Mercy known as Dada did ministry with Chandra
Doss, Devasagayam, Sister Kamala, Sister Sigamani and Lily Moses under the guidance of
Dr Chandy.

M

My mother took special permission from the central government to visit the central jail to
preach the gospel. Miss Green an overseas missionary used to accompany my mother to
preach the gospel to the villagers. My mother used to interpret Miss Green's messages. My
elder Sister Rita went to U.S for higher studies. There she used to do the gospel work. Later
she worked in Baroda and God helped her to spread the gospel along with Sister Stally.
My second Sister Sarojini Victoria worked with Dr. Mrs Chandy to promote the gospel among
the college students. They took special permission from Ethiraj College to preach the gospel
to the students every week.
All my 3 children attended the Sunday class in J .S and were baptized there and were able to
grow in the Lord.
I give all these details to say that whether in India or any other part of the world whatever we
learnt at Jehovah Shammah we have been able to demonstrate in our lives.

51 Serving God with a Song and a Smile
(Testimony about Sis Glory Charles)
Sis. Sheeba Samson
thank God for giving me this opportunity to write about my beloved mother Sis.Glory
Charles. She was born to Bro. Jesudoss Paul and Sis.Caroline Paul in the year 1933 in
Ooty. She was brought by her aunt Sis. Rosy Paul, a prayer warrior at Jehovah Shammah
to attend the special meetings of Bro.Bakht Singh. She responded to the altar call given
by Elder Bro. Rajamani to do service amongst them the children in Sunday School. She

!
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ministered as a Sunday school teacher at Jehovah Shammah and added to that she was a
very good singer. She was fully involved in her ministry and loved children: the children in
turn were very attentive. In this way she was actively involved in the ministry and reaped
souls for the kingdom of God. She always insisted that the children read the word of God
and participate in family prayer. She has also had a great burden that the children should
not watch television.
She also was a very committed school teacher. She worked as a teacher for nearly 25 years.
Also during those years she led many Hindu boys and girls in her class to accept Jesus Christ
as their personal Saviour, and sowed the word of God among them. She continued serving
the Lord throughout her lifetime and she was called to Glory at the age of 82 in the year 2013.

52 A Tireless Worker - Bro. David Raju
Meshach, Zechariah and Joshua
(Sons of Bro. David Raju)
"By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life". - Proverbs 22:4
rother R. David Raju was born in 1936 on October 10th in
Taylors Road in a Hindu family. One brother Ramalingam
(Reuben) used to bring him in his cycle to Jehovah Shammah
when he was 13 years old. He was just attending the church now
and then. Around this time the Elders of Jehovah Shammah had
an Open Air preaching at Taylor's road and also visited a few
houses there. There was a brother who came to visit this home
too. That brother counselled Brother Raju to attend the church.
Brother Raju was working for the Physical Education department.
Brother Raju and Sister Jeyaseeli attended the church regularly.
Till that time they had no children. One day they went for prayer
to Brother Devasagayam. Brother Devasagayam then took them
Bro. David Raju
to Brother Bakht Singh and explained their background and their
need. After this God blessed them with three sons. He had to travel to many places due to his
secular work and was privileged to have fellowship with many of our assemblies.
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He would apply for leave during the convocation days and work in the house of God tirelessly.
He would very happily work in the kitchen with the cooking team and also help in the watch
and ward. He will go for serving food during love feast.
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53 "Them that Honour Me I will Honour" A Testimony about
Bro. James Ebenezer
Sis. Beaulah Jegaraj & Sis. Ruby Jeyaseelan

''Them that Honour Me I will Honour" was the
key verse for our father James Ebenezer as he
trod along the way oflife. When he was working
in Binny Mills he used to attend Methodist
Church. In 1948, he heard Bro. Bakht Singh's
message and was touched by it and surrendered
his life to the Lord Jesus Christ. God had given
him the talent of playing musical instruments
like harmonium, mouth organ and violin. After
his secular job, he would take his harmonium,
go around the streets of Chennai, sing songs
and give the gospel.

Bro. Ebenezer and Sis. (Mrs) Ebenezer

In 1950 he got married to Sis. Bhagyam. The unique thing about this is that Bro. Bakht
Singh not only conducted the wedding ceremony but also drafted the wedding invitation.
God blessed our parents with five children. In 1960 the Lord called our father for full time
ministry. Accordingly my father resigned his job. The manager of the company refused to
accept his resignation and shouted at him saying, "Don't kick your job which is feeding you
daily." But our father declared that he would give his strength and blood for the Lord Jesus
Christ who gave Himself for mankind andrefused to withdraw his letter of resignation.
He then took up the post of Director of India Every Home Crusade. Even then he promised
Bro.Bakht Singh and the Elders of Jehovah Shammah that he will continue to fellowship
with the saints at Jehovah Shammah and also take part in the ministry. My father had the
gift of composing gospel songs. He composed the well known gospel song, "Andavar Yesu
Alaikirar" . He was very particular about coming to the House of God on time, i.e by 9.25 am.
He worked hard for the spread of the gospel. He selected places bearing the prefix "Thiru"
(e.g. Thiruthani, Thiruvannamalai) in the name and visited those places with the sole desire
to evangelise these places. He used to write tracts, print them and distribute them. He also
translated in Tamil ·the messages ·given by Bro. Bakht Singh. Gathering•a few believers he
went all the way to Mahabalipuram: they went on cycles and preached the gospel.
Our parents always started the day with the family altar. My father used to play the
harmonium and would insist that the children sing aloud. There was a time when we were
having the family prayer, there was a man who was standing near our house taking shelter
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from the rain. He was a backslidden believer. Hearing what was going on in the family
prayer he was convicted about his fallen condition and came back to the Lord. Later, he
testified of the same. Our mother was also involved in Sunday Class ministry, VBS ministry,
hospital ministry and sisters' meeting at various places. The ministry rendered among the
sisters helped in founding many of the sister assemblies as well. The best example of this the
assembly at Oragadam.
From the time my parents accepted the Lord as their personal Saviour up to the time they
were called to glory, they were faithful to the Lord and serving the Lord in His vineyard.

54 A Full Reward - Under His Eternal Wings
(A Testimony About Sister Dairiabai & Sister Ruth)
"The Lord alone did lead him and there was no strange God with him." Deut 32:12

Sis Suganthi Sunderaj
is Dairiabai was born in a Hindu family in the year 1915. In her 35th year she had a deep
thirst to find out who the true God was. So one day, she shut herself in a room and was
fasting and praying that the true God may reveal himself to her. She saw a great light shining
around her and the Lord Jesus revealed himself as the true God. As she hailed from a Hindu
background, she was rejected by everyone in the family and as a result, she left her home
boldly, came out for the Lord, lived in faith and served the Lord in different parts of Salem.
Later she associated with Bro Hakkit who was ministering with Bro Bakht Singh and came
to Chennai. She was then kept at Elim where sisters were then trained for the Lords work.

S

She was very much burdened for her children who were serving the heathen gods and was
praying for their salvation, along with the sisters over there. God heard Sis. Dairiabai's prayer
and her elder daughter Sita (Ruth, my mother) was saved.
Sis Ruth was married to Basuvappa of Rasipuram who was a staunch devotee of Hindu gods.
Sis Ruth accepted the Lord as her Saviour after reading a tract which was crushed and thrown
at the door. Moreover she prayed and waited for her husband to accept the Lord Jesus as
his personal Saviour. But it was all in vain. He due to his strong caste feeling was torturing
Sis Ruth. All this she bore patiently for the Lord. Later her husband decided to poison
Sis Ruth or drive her out of the city and take the five children. When Sis Ruth perceived this
she was very upset and said "Lord if I die I will come to your kingdom, but if these children
are snatched from me they are lost for eternity." At this juncture, the Lord gave my mother
three promises. Even though she could not understand the Bible much yet God spoke to her
through Genesis 12: 2. "Get thee out of thy country, thy kindred and thy father's house unto
a land that I will show thee ... thou shalt be a blessing.
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Then she asked the Lord as to where she should go. The Lord spoke to her through Exodus
33:14, "My presence shall go with thee and I will give thee rest." Further she asked the Lord
as to who will feed her. God spoke to her from Isaiah 40:11."He shall gather the flock like
a shepherd he shall feed the lambs ... that are with young. Having all these promises, my
mother stepped out of her house carrying the 5-month babe and with the other four children
shut the door of the house and walked out in faith. She did not even take the spoon with
which the children would be given medicine. She was confident that the Lord who would
even supply the milk to feed the baby. He would certainly provide for her children. The Lord
honoured her faith and led her wonderfully even though she had to cross so many hurdles.
My mother Ruth, along with Sis Dariabai came to Chennai in the year 1960 for the Holy
Convocation at Jehovah Shammah.
Here, the elders and the church seeing my mother's faith helped her in different ways. They
put the children in different hostels and gave her a house to stay in Avadi. Later, she learnt to
weave mats as she hails from a home who are weaving merchants at Rasipuram. She learnt
to weave mats with the help of a believer and earned her livelihood with the help of God. She
was able to buy a piece of land at Avadi.
As she was weaving the mats, a government official happened to pass by in a jeep. He seeing

my mother weaving mats got down and asked her if she would be willing to be a teacher to
teach weaving of mats and baskets to village women. She readily agreed and started doing
the work joyfully. She took this opportunity to share the gospel to the women there and also
taught songs to the children.
According to the principle taught by Bro Bakht Singh she always depended on God for
everything and taught this to her children as well. She was very particular to follow Acts
2:42 which is the vision of the church and also desired that her children should fall in line
with that.
Moreover all her five children Padma, Daniel, Punitha, Manasseh and Suganthi were brought
up in the fear and nurture of the Lord. All are saved, baptized and fellowshipping in the sister
assemblies of Jehovah Shammah at different places. By the grace of God all our children and
grandchildren are blessed materially and spiritually. God indeed honoured the faith of my
mother and all are being used in his vineyard. Let all glory and honour be to His name.

55 Testimony of brother Anandraj of Royapuram
Bro Anandraj was born in the year 1956 and was the fifth son of Bro & Sis. Gurusamy. He was
brought up by his mother in a God-fearing manner: he attended Sunday school conducted
by Sis, Dharmapandian in her house in Royapuram, and also to the Sunshine Sunday School
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run by the Brethren Assembly. After the establishment of the Royapuram assembly in 1970
at Bro. Dharmapandian's residence, as a boy he did various little jobs in the House of God.
He accepted the Lord Jesus Christ when he was a young: this was in answer to the tearful
prayers of his mother, Sis. Maragathavalli (Refer 7(33)). He was baptised in the year 1978
and took active part in the growth of the assembly at Thiruvotriyur.
Later, he was married to Sis. Ruth, daughter of Bro. D. Abraham of Kothagiri on 21/10/1983
and their marriage was solemnized by Bro. Bakht Singh. After marriage also he continued in
the ministry at Thiruvotriyur. He came for full time ministry in the year 1987 and served the
Lord in the assembly at St. Thomas Mount and then at Pallavaram.
He was very sincere in his service to the Lord and guided the congregation in the ways of
the Lord. He brought up all his seven children in the fear of the Lord and also in his service.
He established several assemblies in and around Chennai. He was ministering in all the
churches regularly and gathered all the believers in one place every Sunday evening for open
air ministry and gospel meetings. He also conducted VBS in Pallavaram and Cuddalore
every year.
He served the Lord in several places in India, like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab,
Chattisgarh and foreign countries like Singapore and Netherlands. The Lord took his servant
to glory in a road accident near Tambaram when he was returning home in a two wheeler
after attending fasting and prayer in a believer's home in Katangulathur on 5/1/2015.

56 "By Thee have I been holden up ......my praise shall be
continually of Thee"
(A Testimony about Sister Kannamal Daniel & Sister Agnes Balasundaram)

Bro. Barnabas
is Kannamal Daniel was born in a Hindu family. She worked
as a teacher in a CSI school in Pursawalkam. Sister Kannamal
and Sister Agnes heard about Brother Bakht Singh and started
fellowshipping at Jehovah Shammah from the year 1943. They
accepted LORD Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and were
baptized at Jehovah Shammah. Both of them stayed in the same
house. Whenever Brother Bakht Singh came to Chennai they
used to come and pray before going to school.

S

Sister Beatrice, Sister Adaikalam, Sister Nellai Xavier and Sister
Kannamal Daniel were great friends. They ~ll used to visit the
Sis. Kannammal Daniel

145

slum areas and preach the gospel. Through their ministry many were saved and brought to
the saving knowledge of the LORD Jesus Christ and were added to the church. They were
called as BANK sisters by Brother Bakht Singh.
Brother Bakht Singh solemnized the wedding of Sister Agnes with Brother James
Balasundaram at Jehovah Shammah in 1944. Later their son Bro. Barnabas was also
dedicated and named by Brother Bakht Singh. After the demise of Sister Agnes and Brother
James Balasundaram, Sister Kannamal Daniel took care of their son, Brother Barnabas, the
Lord was with me according to Psalm 22:10.
Because of the persistent prayer of Sister Kannamal Daniel brother Barnabas and Gopal
Daniel accepted Christ as their personal Saviour. They took part in every meeting. Brother
Gopal Daniel fellowshipped in Perambur assembly and helped in the ministry. Due to the
prayers of Sister Agnes I am still a living witness to the grace of God and attending the
fellowship at Jehovah Shammah. I praise God as the Psalmist says in Psalm 71:6 "By thee
have I been holden up from the womb: thou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels:
my praise shall be continually of thee."

58 A Testimony about Bro. Bakht Singh, "The Kneeling
Christian"
Brother Prabhakar
In 1975, I was in Bahrain and Brother Bakht Singh visited
Bahrain twice that year. I had the privilege to stay with Brother
Bakht Singh for three days and as the church believers requested
I served him food. I wanted to learn about the prayer life from
him. He did not prefer a 5 star accommodation but rather
stayed with the believers. He will never talk unnecessarily.
When I served him food, he always said thank you. Brother
Bakht Singh slept only for two hours a day and the rest of the
time he spent in praying and re~ding the Word of God. When
he spoke in National Evangelical Church, he spoke only about
prayer and its importance in a believers' life.

(

At a meeting, which Brother Bakht Singh, Dr. Mrs Christopher
and I attended Brother Bakht Singh first removed his shoes
and started praying. When the pastor was about to introduce him, He was still praying. Then
Brother Bakht Singh spoke about our forefathers in the bible like Ezra, Nehemiah, Daniel
and The Apostles and their prayer life. He stressed that we have to kneel down whenever we
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prayed to our God. At that time, everyone pushed aside their benches and knelt down for
prayer. It was an unforgettable scene.

58 Through His Saving Grace Into the House of God
Caleb Suresh Motupalli

A fter a brief encounter with the living God through the ministry of Bro. Aravindam of
.i-\.zion in Guntur, AP we, as a family, moved to Madras (Chennai) in 1978. My brother and
I used to tag along with my mother every Sunday to Jehovah Shammah, where Uncle Phillip
used to serve as god-servant. We were then in our 8th grade in Don Bosco high school where
John Phillip (junior to us), Uncle's son, also happened to be studying. These are among the
many remarkable ways the servant of God has touched me.
In 1978 he wrote a personal typed letter sharing his faith to my non-believing father, with
whom I think, the engineer in Uncle Phillip could easily identify. I still remember from that
letter, my first introduction to John 17:3, "This is eternal life that they may KNOW You,
Father God, and the One whom You have sent, Jesus Christ,." (My father was later baptized
in 2013). But that verse, Jn17:3 really began to work a miracle particularly in me, when I got
to read the letter.
Another significant experience with Phillip uncle's ministry was when I wanted to change
my name from Suresh to Caleb. All night before August 20th, 1995, I wrestled with God in
prayer (trying to hear God's voice through scripture) to know His will regarding the change of
my name. At daybreak, even though I did not take a wink of sleep, I read my daily devotional
from Streams in the Desert by Sis. Charles Cowman. The meditation was from the portion
where Jacob wrestles with an angel of God all night and finally blesses Jacob saying, "You
will no longer be called Jacob, henceforth you will be called Israel." Here I was in the middle
of changing my own name and the Holy Spirit puts His seal of approval by alluding to JacobIsrael story of change. As planned the previous day, I took a taxi just at about sunrise and
went straight to god-servant Bro. Phillip to do the needful change of my name from Suresh
to Israel as the Spirit in the devotional seemed to now suggest. But Uncle Phillip assured
me to go with the name 'Caleb' as planned. He showed me from a Bible dictionary what the
name Caleb means: "a dog that yelps". I was quite pleased by my new name; thanked uncle
and went on to publish my name change in the government gazette as well as in a couple of
news papers and in my passport. It was only later i came to know that Caleb was the name
of an old testament biblical personality, who followed the Lord wholeheartedly and the one
who made claim to Mt. Hebron, a Hebrew word meaning fellowship/church/association.
Later I understood Hebron to be a spiritual mountain made of spiritual living stones.
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Uncle Philip has entered into that Heavenly rest. He has joined that cloud of witnesses
spoken of in Hebrews 12:1. May we take the admonition in this verse of scripture to "lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us" as did our forefathers and mothers in Jehovah Shammah

59 Serving and Praying Till their Last Breath
(A Testimony about Bro. and Sis. Gnanamuthu)
Sis. Helena Gnanmuthu
is. Kamala Jeremiah, (full time servant of the Lord in Hebron) and Sis. Swarnammal
were instrumental in bringing my parents, Bro. and Sis. Gnanamuthu into the saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

S

My father was a Sunday School teacher and also took share in the Watch and Ward ministry.
He would go for open air preaching on Saturdays with Bro. Best & Company Moses. Even
before his death he went around the area in the vicinity of the cemetery preaching the gospel.
However, on the next day, i.e. 9.9.1974, he entered into Glory.
My mother, Mrs. Flora Gnanamuthu was a Sunday School teacher and was also involved
in hospital visiting ministry. A day before my mother passed away she came for the prayer
meeting in which she prayed three times with much burden. The next day, she passed away.
My parents were survived by four Children, Isaac Christopher (Refer 7(49)), Jayakumari,
Helena and Sathya. We lost our parents early in life. But in all those difficult years since their
demise the Lord has been faithful to us. All glory be to the Lord

60 The Best Company: A Testimony about Bro. Moses of
Vepery Studio
Sis. Jemima Sheela Fredrick

T

here were many who possessed the name Moses. There had to be some way of
differentiating one from the other. My father was known as Best and Company Moses
because he worked for Best and Co. He was also known as Vepery Studio Moses. Though he
had ajob with Best and Co, photography was his hobby and he had a studio in Vepery.
My mother's name is Victoria. My father belonged to the Baptist Church and my mother to
the CSL My mother came to know the),ord Jesus Christ through the preaching of Bro. Bakht
Singh. My father used to drop my mother in Jehovah Shammah for the service and come
again to pick her up. He never discouraged my mother from attending the worship service at
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Jehovah Shammah. Soon my father also joined my mother in coming to Jehovah Shammah
and did so till the end of his life in 1976.
My father Bro. Moses loved Jehovah Shammah and the activities of the church. He
participated in as many activities as he could as per his capacity like open air preaching and
voluntary help in the Holy Convocation, mainly in the Water Works.
He visited Goshen Home along with Bro. Pandian (Thiruvottriyur) and Bro. John Abraham.
The three of them were the best of friends ("the Best Company"). They were prayer partners
and had regular prayers in Vepery Studio. Whenever they went for ministry, they went as a
trio. They spent much time in prayer before they went for ministry.

Greetings and Reminiscences from Overseas
61 That we may flourish in the courts of our God:
A Testimony about the ministry of Bro. Neville (Sri Lanka)
e at Jehovah Shammah are conscious of the prayers
of God's children scattered in different parts of the
world. We are also indebted to God's children who have
come into our midst to share the Word of God, to exhort us
and encouraged us to be a separated people.

W

Bro. Neville Jayasundara from Christian Fellowship Centre,
Sri Lanka has labored in our midst since the mid Sos. He has
been visiting us and sharing the Word of God at the Youth
Retreats (held every year in January), Anniversary Meetings
(in July) and makes time for the believers in Jehovah
Shammah every time he transits through Chennai. Bro.
Neville has often spoken the Word of God to Sunday School
Bro. Neville
children in Jehovah Shammah. Bro. Neville's ministry is of
great value to us because he has been trained by the pioneering Servant of God, Bro. De Alvis
in Colombo.
Knowing how important it is for believers to keep the House of God at the centre of their
lives, Bro. Neville set a tune for Psalm 92: 12, &13. In this song verse 13 precedes verse 12.
"They that be planted in the House of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God
The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree. They shall grow like cedar in Lebanon."
We thank the Lord for using His servant Bro. Neville to inscribe this great precept about the
House of God in our hearts.
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62 A Seed from Jehovah Shammah Bearing Fruit in
American Soil
Bro. Thangavelu, New York, USA
y wife Ruth Kamala and I are from a Hindu background. We accepted the Lord as our
personal Savior and were fellowshipping in Jehovah Shammah during the late 7o's. As
a family, we started our ministry in MGR Nagar and later as led by the Lord, moved to the
United States of America. Before we could leave India, Bro. Durai Singh after praying said
that the lord has a ministry for brother and sister Thangavelu in America.

M

For two and half years, we attended other churches. However, in the year 1983 three families
gathered in my house and started fellowshipping. For 5 years, we gathered in a similar
fashion. The Lord began to bless the gathering and he showed a place which we could hire
on monthly rent. His honored servant Bro Bakht Singh visited us and after praying gave the
name "Bethany House of Worship."
Brother Koshy and Bro. Lazar Sen prayed and appointed the elders. In 1986 it became a
registered church and we had a burden to buy land and build the Lord's house. The Lord
heard the prayer of the saints. One couple named Bro. John and Sis. Ruth came forward and
gave their land freely to build the house of the lord. When the foundation stone was laid, one
sister who was a widow gave her mangalsutra as an offering. On 14th November, 2015 the
church building was dedicated.
Traditional Indian instruments such as tabla, dholac, chimta, tambourine, maracas are still
used as it used to be during the early days of Jehovah Shammah. From just 5 members, the
Lord graciously blessed and started the fellowship. Today around 80 saints gather every
week.

63 "Thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy
name" (Psalm 61:5)
Bro. John Vinookumar
(Norwich, UK)
was born in Vellore to Christian parents. My mother Mrs. Devaraj was a born again
person through the work of Bro. Sadhu Sunder Singh, and from that time, she was praying
that God would raise someone like him and consequently she heard of Bro. Bakht Singh.
My parents were able to write to Bro. Bakht Singh and were invited to the Convocation.
I recall my first visit to Chennai. We received a letter from Bro. Bakht Singh stating that
we should arrive at Central Station to be met at P.O. Box 47 (This post box was located
on the platform). We were met by Bro. Williams who was a young bachelor and another

I
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brother (whose name I cannot recall now) who brought us
to Jehovah Shammah. From then on we had close fellowship
with Jehovah Shammah. Within a short while my father
passed away. At that time, Bro. Bakht Singh and his team
were in gospel ministry at Tirunelveli. A message was sent to
him about the passing away of my father. We didn't think of
it as anything more than information of the home call. But to
our surprise - three days after his death, Bro. Bakht Singh
arrived at 10 o'clock in the night from Tirunelveli to Vellore.
Bro. Bakht Singh went to the house of the local CSI pastor,
Rev. Ponnurangam to know where my mother resided. Rev.
Ponnurangam brought Bro. Dawn Moses and Bro. Bakht
Singh to meet us. It was a great shock to us to see them at that
time from such a long distance, as we had never experienced
such concern. He could have written a condolence letter, but he chose to come and visit us
personally. Bro. Bakht Singh read a portion of Scripture, spoke few words and then they left.
Later, we came to know that they travelled to Katpadi station, spent the night sleeping in the
waiting room and caugpt the first train to Chennai. This made a great impression on me and
we were drawn much closer to the fellowship. From that time onward, my mother kept in
touch with Bro. Bakht Singh by letter. We would often come to the Convocation. We would
arrive ten days prior (to help with the preparatory work), and leave one week after. We were
school kids. But I think this long span of being away from Vellore did not affect our studies
as it was the summer holidays. Bro. Bakht Singh had fatherly concern for the widows and
fatherless.
When I was about nine years old we were at the convocation at Jehovah Shammah. Sisters
were accommodated in the sister's quarters in the adjoining compound and brothers
in Jehovah Shammah compound. My brother who is much older was able to stay in the
compound, but I found it difficult to be away from my mother. One evening, when my
mother and other sisters were leaving back to their quarters, I was crying and wanting to go
with her. At that time, Bro. Bakht Singh was having his meal at the bottom of the stairs. He
happened to see me: he left his meal and came up and asked my mother what the problem
was. My mother said, "He wants to come and spend the night with me". I recall vividly, he
caught my hand and said, "You come with me". So I went with him and sat with him, while
he finished his meal. He took m'e to his r9om which had a simple bed, one pillow and one
mat on the floor. He put the pillow from his bed on the mat and said to me, "Now you go to
sleep". I was unable to sleep and kept one eye closed and one open. Every time I looked, he
was on his knees praying. I'm not sure when he went to sleep. I eventually went to sleep. At
five in the morning I heard a thundering voice saying "John, John, wake up". When I got up,
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Bro. Bakht Singh said, "Now you can go." So I got up and went. For the rest of the period, I
had no difficulty settling in the brothers' quarters.
The ministry began in Vellore through the instrumentality of sisters Annie Joseph, Helen
Dasan, Ida Samuel, VioletThyagaraj, Mrs. Devaraj, Rajamma Thomas and the Gideon family.
They were all praying that the Lord will bring revival to Vellore. This group of sisters made
a special visit to Jehovah Shammah and requested Bro. Bakht Singh to come to Vellore. At
the invitation of the CSI church a gospel campaign was held in the Voorhees high school
compound. The CSI Central Church was fully packed. We had never experienced such a
thing. After the campaign, the sisters began to gather every Friday for Bible Study. God
sent several men who came on transfer professionally like Bro. Desenna, Dr. Kunjappan,
Bro. Andrew, who were placed in Vellore and conducted the Bible study and nurtured this
new group. They continued to attend the CSI church, but this group had an inward desire
to attain their full potential. Dr. Gabriel (senior) and his family moved to Vellore. He was a
strong guide for the fellowship. To me in particular Dr. Gabriel was the chief guardian as at
times my mother found it difficult to manage me. For every little thing that she was grieved
about, she would make it a point to tell Dr. Gabriel who summoned me and corrected me
and put me in the right path. In 1953 a house was hired and named as House of Worship
and people began to gather at Army Road, Vellore. During this time brothers like Bro. Flack,
Ca1ter, Kinnear, Rajamani, Dorai Singh, C. Samuel, S. Samuel, Sam Chacko, Sam David and
finally Bro. Noel Barrow came to minister. Bro. S. Abraham and Bro. Noel Barrow were a
great influence on my life in particular and were truly spiritual giants. After few years the
fellowship moved to No. 23, Officers' Line, Vellore, which was occupied earlier by a Roman
Catholic Bishop (and the owner was a Muslim).
In 1967 I left for the UK. Bro. Bakht Singh was in Vellore. He prayed for me and sent me.
My first return to India was only in March 1974. I arrived in Madras and met Bro. Bakht
Singh along with Bro. Simon Gabriel and Bro. Noel Barrow. It was around u am when we
were talking to Bro. Bakht Singh. Bro. Bakht Singh suddenly called out to another brother to
get a barber. I thought to myself, "He doesn't need a haircut". Soon the young man brought
another young man with a wooden box and said, "Here's the barber". Bro. Bakht Singh said
to me "Now you have your haircut." I must admit that I did not have time to have a haircut
due to my work commitments. So we went upstairs to the verandah, (the 'barber' and I). I
remember the green stool I sat on while having the haircut. At this time Bro. Bakht Singh
arrived with a soap and towel and said, "Now go and have a bath". Even to this day I cannot
imagine anyone who could deal with me in this manner.
During my stay in England, irrespective of whether I wrote to him or not, at the end of
every year, he would write with the church promise and individual promise. This went on
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for more than thirty years. In 1969 I got married in England. In 1970 when Bro. Bakht Singh
was passing through England my wife and I met him. He was overjoyed to see us. The first
question he asked my wife was "Are you born again?" The second question was "Are you
baptised?" My wife replied that she was born again, but not baptized. Bro. Bakht Singh took
her through several references and instances on the importance of obedience in baptism.
That is how my wife was led to obedience in baptism.
Bro. Bakht Singh always spoke with wisdom. We felt that godly reverence and fear when he
was on the pulpit, but he was so approachable when we interacted with him on a social level.
On one occasion during the Holy Convocation in France, in a general discussion, one sister
asked Bro. Bakht Singh which group would be the greatest in heaven. At that time, seated
with Bro. Bakht Singh were Malayalees, Dutch, English, Tamil, Telugu and German people.
Bro. Bakht Singh looked at each one individually, then calmly looked around and said to us,
"The list is not complete." We could have such conversations around the dining table. But,
on the other hand, when he was speaking from the pulpit, he spoke like a lion.
PS: Sadly Bro.John Vinookumar went to be with the Lord on the 13th of April 2016. On the i 11
of April he dictated this testimony to the team who were preparing this book. As he narrated
there were tears rolling down his cheeks. He left Chennai for Vellore on April 1ot11 • On the
13th of April, he succumbed to a heart attack and entered the presence of the Lord. He also
shared with the team the material that he had in his personal collection, i.e. the writings in
Hebron Messenger, 1966, which are in No.3 of the Contents (History of the Work at Jehovah
Shammah). He also gave photographs of Bro. Golsworthy and Bro. Leslie Carter.
The sole purpose of his visit to Chennai, braving the heat of the Indian summer, was to enjoy
the fellowship of believers at the Holy Convocation at the 75th Anniversary. He has now
joined our heroes, the saints who have gone before us and he is enjoying their fellowship in
heaven. What's more - He is in the presence of his Saviour, Lord Jesus Christ.

64 Reminiscences, Prayers and Greetings from the
Australasian Region
Bro. Ron J arlett

Padstow Heights Christian Assembly
Sydney
Brother Bakht Singh came into our lives in 1958 in a special visit to the Sydney area for
ministry. My intended wife and I were 20 yrs of age. We were swept along by the godliness
of this special servant of God. One day he was met by some believers in the main shopping
centre and in the conversation he said that 'the Lord was closer to him than his right hand.' He
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led a life of complete devotion to our Saviour and we will always
be effected by this. The time with dear Bro. Jehovah Shammah
in 1967 was an unforgettable time: learning to depend of God
and prayer for every matter.
A spirit of worship was also created in our lives as believer
priest to be used in the House of God. We sat at his feet to be
instructed in the things of God and subsequently shared in
ministry in many places throughout India travelling with him
in Gospel Campaigns and teaching times. The vision of the New
Testament Church was instilled into us through his ministry and life. The funeral service of
Bro. Bakht Singh, from Hebron, while not there myself, was especially moving. His favourite
verse, mentioned many times in his ministry, also appearing on his casket was 'not being
disobedient to the Heavenly Vision.' As a result of his visit to Sydney there are a number of
meetings in the Australasian region. Meeting him and living with him changed the direction
of my life in service for the Lord Jesus Christ. The time at Jehovah Shammah has been a
leading milestone in my walk and service with the Lord.
I regret that I am unable to participate in the Holy Convocation on this 75th Anniversary of

Jehovah Shammah. vVe will continue to pray that the Lord may presence Himself among
you all in a real way during these meetings.
Yours because of Calvary
Bro. Ron J arlett
Padstow Heights Christian Assembly
Sydney

65 My Foundation: Testimony by Bro. John Somaiah, Kuwait
(Eldest son of Late Bro. M. C. Bhaskara Rao, Elder at Jehovah Shammah)

A great

spiritual foundation has been laid in my life at Jehovah.l'"lshammah during my childhood days and youth from the year
1947 till 1970 (23 years). I remember my Sunday School Teachers, who
used to gather for Sunday School preparatory meeting and prayer for
children once in a week and then teach us the lessons every Sunday. My
Sunday School teachers were Late Bro. Nelson, Late Bro. Victor, Late
Bro. Purushotham, Late Bro. Gnanamuthu, and Bro. Moses. I have not
forgotten them even now. Our Sunday school teachers encouraged us to
pray and made us memorize so many portions of Scripture which I still
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remember in my heart. More than their teaching, their exemplary lives and the white dress
they wore had an impact on my life.
When I grew to become a youth, our Youth leader, Late Bro. Sunderarajan, Elder at Jehovah
Shammah was not only teaching us but gave an opportunity for me to get a secular job in
the Fisheries Department, Government of Tamil Nadu, which I could not take up since I
left India in 1970. One remarkable thing is that even though sometimes, other young men
could not come for the Young Men's class due to their jobs and other reasons on Saturday
evenings, and even though I was the only person attending the class, Late Bro. Sundera
Rajan said, "Do not worry John, even though you are alone still I would continue to teach the
Book of Revelation" Believe me, that inspired me to take up study on the Book of Revelation
at Kuwait and I could use the teaching of Late Bro. Sunderarajan.
Late Prof. Enoch, Elder at Jehovah Shammah was a great inspiration in my spiritual life. I
remember once he ministered the Word of God at Jehovah Shammah on Mathew 6.33 "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto
you" As a boy when I heard this message I said to Lord within my heart "God - this promise is
only to those who are educated like Prof. Enoch and rich who can travel to different parts of
the World but not to me, a poor boy financially" But God challenged me immediately saying
"No, John this promise is for you too provided you also seek the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness when all things shall be yours too" To glorify our Lord, I can assuredly say that
I began to seek God's kingdom and righteousness and now in 2016 I can boldly say that Lord
fulfilled this promise of Mathew 6.33 in my life in the past 68 years in taking me around 20
countries to serve our Lord. Prof. Enoch also helped me to get a seat at Madras Christian
College, Tambaram and arranged to grant me scholarship of fees too.
I was born again on April 19, 1957 while I was 9 years old during our family prayer. It is now
59 years since I was born again and I thank God for His faithfulness even though I not worth
anything.
Bro. Bakht Singh, I remember used to pray in the church at Jehovah-Shammah "Lord take
these thy children as they witnesses to different parts of the world" I used to think how
can it be ever possible for people like me to travel in airplanes being so poor financially.
But I had the privilege of visiting so many of our testimonies all over the Gulf countries
and U.S.A., where I could personally see the answer to the prayers of God's servant, Late
Bro. Bakht Singh even after his home call.
Bro. Bakht Singh used to visit Kuwait during the year 1969 till 1985 almost on a yearly basis
and I had the privilege of arranging visit visas for him and have him stay at our small home
at Kuwait. I have also learnt that Late Bro. Bakht Singh did not come to Kuwait alone, but
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he always brought along with him other God's servants like Bro. K. Phillip, Bro. Martin,
Bro. C.D. Benjamin etc., teaching me the spiritual lesson that I should be working as a team .
Bro. Bakht Singh used to minister at our assembly, Telugu Christian Congregation, Tamil
Christian Congregation and at one time at English Language Congregation, where around
40 nationalities of believers fellowship - all at Kuwait.
I am so thankful for Bro. Bakht Singh's prayer around the Lord's Table where he used to
mention along with other big list of names "John Somaiah at Kuwait" and you know he used
to pray that in every place and every week.
During 1969 January at the Youth camp at Vellore, Bro. Bakht Singh taught us how to find
God's will, what are the conditions to be fulfilled in order to find God's will and proof of
being in God's will. All these 21 points I wrote in a book and when I had an opportunity to
come to Kuwait, I prayed for 18 long months and found God's perfect will when God gave me
a promise from Gen 12. 1 to 3
Now the LORD HAD SAID UNTO ABRAM, GET THEE OUT OF THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED,
AND FROM THY FATHER'S HOUSE, UNTO ALAND THAT I WILL SHEW THEE:
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.
I h ad the privilege to serve Late Bro. R.R. Rajamani, Elder at Jehovah Shammah while h e was
sick at Jehovah Shammah. I used to help him in small jobs by staying at his room through
out day time during my summer vacation at the sch ool. He prayed for me and blessed me
which blessings I have enjoyed in my life of 68 years.
Even though, I was at Kuwait, for every All India Convocation at Chennai, I used to attend
in order to be blessed by the Word of God and fellowship with many believers and God's
servants across India.
/
Recently, I was at Jehovah-Shammah sitting along with others at love feast on a Sunday &
when I saw boys serving glasses, water and rasam, I shed tears of joy for the reason, "Lord
I was serving like this in my childhood and youth and you have blessed m~ so much" and I
prayed for more blessings to those young boys in the years to come!!
Every Sunday evening joining for open air preaching along with our parents was a great joy
and I remember Late Bro. Timothy (Dad of Bro. Kenneth Timothy, Australia) used to buy
sweets for us, boys and encouraged us very much. The outreach work that I was involved led
me to start outreach work at Kuwait for God's glory.

VIII. Testimonies of believers of the early days

I have to mention Late Bro. C. Samuel who sent me along with his son, Late Bro. Emmanuel
to Kalimpong and to minster the Word over there. Bro. Eddy Williams, elder was kind to
take me to Amritsar, Pathankot and other couple of areas for ministry. Our Youth took
me to Kerala for ministry along with them. Bro.Jeremiah, elder took me to Andamans &
Nicober Islands for ministry along with others. Bro. Paul Devakumar my Sunday class mate
at Jehovah-Shammah, took me for ministry to Jammu at Kashmir.
All these experiences have given me strength and foundation for His ministry at Kuwait and
abroad . .

66 Testimony of Sis.Mary Deenadayalu: (Daughter of Late Mr
& Mrs. E.V.Philip.)
yparentsMr.&Mrs.E.V.PhilipwereamongthepeopleofthefirstgenerationatJehovah
Shammah. Both were saved and baptized under the ministry of Br. Bakht Singh. They
were privileged to be part of the assembly. All of us, 7 children in the family, were brought
up here for most of our lives. My father, Bro.E.V.Philip served as a Deacon and later as an
Elder for several years. He was very much involved in the ministry of the Word of God. We
as children, were privileged to grow up at Jehovah Shammah. We were blessed during our
childhood by the Sunday school ministry. We were blessed by the ministry of Bros. Bakht
Singh, Rajamani, Durairaj, Devasagayam, K.Philip, Jordan Khan, Martin, Moses, Noel
Barrow, Enoch, and many other saints of God. We were also blessed by the ministry of Bro.
and Sis. Goldsworthy, Bro. and Sis.Flack, Sis. Greene, Sis.Stally, Bros. Carter and Kennedy.

M

The Holy Convocations were the highlights of the ministry of Jehovah Shammah as
many thousands came from different parts of India to attend those special meetings.
I was privileged to be saved and be baptized at Jehovah Shammah. Scripture memorization
was a very big part of the Sunday School Ministry, for which I am so grateful. God has used
the ministry at Jehovah Shammah to be blessing to countless people. We praise the Lord
for that. We also had the privilege of serving many of these servants of God at our home, in
Madras, Bombay, Trivandrum, and also in the U.S.A.
What a blessing! May the Lord continue to use the ministry of Jehovah Shammah
to bring more souls into His Kingdom and for the personal growth in Christ of those who
respond to His call.
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1

Punjab Ministry

Punjab God Servants with Bro. Philip in Jehovah Shammah

KING OF KINGS
i-.i:
LORD OF LORDS

-

IX. Going into all the World .......

2

Declaring the Word in the Island - Isaiah 42:12
ANDAMAN MINISTRIES
Bro. M. Jeremiah

A s per the Promise in Psalms 2:8" Ask of me and I shall give
.1"1..thee the heathen for thine inheritance and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession", by the Grace of God we
launched into Andaman island in November 1988.
The group consisted of Late Bro.Sunder Raj Elder of Jehovah
Shammah with the two deacons - Bro. Amos and myself (Bro.
Jeremiah) along with 12 dedicated young brothers. We went
there with great burden, much prayer and waiting upon the Lord
to minister unto them.
As our aircraft was flying towards Andaman the climate
Bro. M. Jeremiah
became so bad that the aircraft could not land, there was an
announcement that, since the climate was bad, the aircraft will
be now going back to Chennai due to bad weather. Immediately we all prayed fervently that
we should never go back, as we have stepped out for the Lord. Finally they announced that
the flight will land in Nicobar Island. We continued to pray feverently and after an hour or
so we landed at Andaman Islands.
We stayed there for a week and did the Lord's work, people were very eager to hear the Word
of God. The Bibles and the Gospels got sold within a week. After our work, we sailed back
to Chennai. Again we were confronted with a terrible storm. We were afraid and visualized
Paul's experienced on the ship when he journeyed to Italy. The wind was boisterous and the
waves were very high. In spite of all this, the Lord brought us back to Chennai safely.
We could not go ahead with the ministry for various reasons for a number of years. Then
in the year 1990 God gave a promise in Psalms 2:8, so again in February 1991, fifteen of us
launched back to Andaman. We knew no one there in Andaman, but one Brother Mr.Kolgar
gave us a small room to stay. Since that room was too small, we used that room as kitchen
and slept on the platform for 25 days and preached the gospel. God's name was glorified.
By the Grace of God a church named "Bethel" was started in the month of April 1991. It so
happened that we had to stay longer than the scheduled dates to preach the Gospel.
At that time all the rations that we had taken got exhausted and we had to live on Pongal
both for lunch and dinner. We were not able to buy anything as it was an island. One day,
it so happened that we were preaching the Word of God near some hotels and I happened
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to see a 5-star hotel. I wished I could eat in that hotel as many people do. But I felt sad as
I could not afford it. Finally after finishing all the ministry, we had to send some of our
brothers by air as they had to attend to their secular work and the rest had to travel by ship.
AB soon as we arrived at the airport, they announced that our flight which was scheduled to
Chennai was cancelled. So they put us in a van and took us to a 5-star hotel that night. It was
the very same 5-star hotel outside which we were preaching. God fulfilled my heart's desire
too and we stayed in that hotel with good food.

The ministry which was started with few has now expanded and about 100 believers are
gathering there. We have youth meetings and convocations in the same place during different
months of the year. We have to pray that god would establish this ministry further in the
days to come and fulfill the promise," A little one shall become a thousand and a small one a
Strong nation .. .I the Lord will hasten it in His time".

3

ECR Ministries - Fishers of men

"And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming
the word with signs following" Mark 16:20
y the Grace of God, we were enabled to do this ECR ministry. God had put a burden in
my heart that I should go and give the message to the fisher folk. I shared this burden
with other elders and we prayed about it. Due to this prayer and waiting on the Lord, we had
our East Coast Ministry for 25 days. This ministry was challenging.

B

We faced many situations in which we were threatened to be put to death. In spite of all
these threats, God helped us to continue the ministry. Not only that, I used to take a survey
of the place where we were going to minister. So concerning this I approached the headman
of that village. He was very angry and told us that we should leave that place immediately
before the people got too angry. There were about 100 believers in the Church bus. So I
asked the bus driver to move the vehicle from that vicinity. Accordingly the the bus left but
I stayed behind to ensure that everyone was safe. When our car reached the highway, about
15 youngsters surrounded my car. There was nobody except the car driver and myself. The
young men had harmful weapons and they asked me 3 questions
1.

Why did you come to our village?

2.

Why did you bring a car which has a Bible verse?

3.

Do you know that there was a murder in this place?
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They also threatened me saying that they were going to kill me and they abused me with bad
words. They tried to come close to me; I stayed quiet and was praying in my heart. The Lord
wonderfully protected us. Not one man was able to touch us.
Through this ministry God's name was glorified, Many fisher folk were saved and many
bought Bibles. Since we went door to door to preach the gospel, many were delivered from
their sins. Even though there were hindrances and opposition to the Gospel, the Lord fulfilled
His will and purpose to bring many to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

4

Ministry in the Hills

n the year 1984, God.burdened some young people from the church to preach the Gospel
in the Tribal areas. The Gospel was taken to Yanaipallam, Chittuvanai, Pambalakumbai,
Kolakumbai, Pillor, Vellingiri, Athikavu with much Prayer and sacrifice.

I

While ministring at the different Tribal areas, God saved us from wild animals like Elephant,
Tiger, Bison, Leopards etc.There was no transportation in the forest area so we had to walk
all the way to reach the Tribals with the Gospel: even to a distance of 40 kms.We had to cross
deep slippery valleys and it was difficult to get proper food in those areas.
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Inspite of the above difficulties, God used us mightily to spread the Gospel in the hills and
through the ministry many accepted Christ as their personal Saviour. Further the ministry
also spread to Valparai, Pollachi, Gudalur, Periyamalai, Thengaikottai and Pachamalai. After
the government restricted entry into the forest area without permission, it became difficult
to reach the forest areas. But God enabled us to carry out the ministry in the townships near
the reserved forest areas. The ministry in the tribal area is still being continued faithfully
and we are now able to reach the other Tribal areas in Niligiri District.
God has helped us to establish two small assemblies at Munnar in the year 2000 and Valparai
in 2006. Brothers are being sent to the above places on Sundays for Ministry. Please continue
to Pray for these ministries.

5

Gospel Raids (Street Evangelism) on National Government
holidays

treet evangelism was first sta1ted in India by the servant of God Brother Bakht Singh.
It is followed till date. Church believers of Jehovah Shammah join together on National
Holidays viz; January 26t11, August 15th, October 2nd and other major holidays where we get
an oppmtunity to preach the gospel in the streets.

S

After much prayer, all the believers gather at the place where the church has decided to
conduct Gospel preaching. The believers come by all means of public and private transports
like buses, Lorries, vans and even by bullock carts.
The Elders give a short message to prepare the believers to take the Gospel, followed by a
short time of prayer and general instructions relating to how to take the gospel, the price of
the literatures, safety instructions for brothers and sistersa and precautionary instructions
for brothers who preach the gospel using the portable PA system. Then the brothers and
sisters are divided into small groups of equal proposition with not more than 25 members.
Each group is assigned a Leader and a Route guide: who is from the local assembly or local
area. Each Gospel group is assigned an area to preach the gospel and are given resources
like Gospel Tracts, Bible Booklets, testimony of Brother Bakht Singh, New Testament of the
Bible and also the Full Bible in the Local Language and other regional languages like Tamil,
English, Telugu, Hindi, Malayalam, and Urdu. Each team was also given a Portable Public
Addressing System.
Once the Group reaches their area for the Gospel Preaching, they begin the ministry with
prayer, kneeling down on the streets, praying for the Holy Spirit to speak to the people
of that area through the songs, Gospel preaching through the PA system and literatures
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distribution. While the Gospel is preached through the PA system the other members sta1t
distributing the Gospel literature to each house covering each street of that area.
After the Gospel message is shared which is usually for about 15 minutes, a Gospel song is
sung, which is an indication for the Group members to return to the the group as they would
be moving to the next location to preach the Gospel. The believers move in an orderly fashion
following their leader, singing Gospel songs, shouting Gospel verses and distributing Gospel
literatures all the way.

If any person in that area requests the believers to pray for them, senior brothers from that
group go to their house, share the Gospel and then pray for their needs. If they are willing
for more spiritual help, the believers get their address for future follow up by the Local God
Servants and the Elders and the believers also encourage the people who accept the Gospel
to fellowship with the local church for further spiritual help by providing the address of the
local Church.
The Ministry starts at 10:00 am and ends by 1:30 pm after which all the groups return.
The elders receive the teams with prayer, they collect all the addresses of the people who
need further help from the leaders and the money from the sale of Gospel literature. The
Literature team collects the remaining Gospel literature and the other resources like the PA
system, etc, which were given to the group. Then the Gospel teams are served love feast.
From the time of the commencement of the Gospel preaching till the end, separate groups of
brothers and sisters who were not able to join in the Gospel team due to old age, injury, etc,
keep upholding all the teams in fervent prayer. Everything is done with prayer.
And again about 4:oopm, all the believers go out in a Gospel procession preaching the gospel
through Bible verses, Gospel Songs, Distribution of Gospel Literatures and Preaching of the
Gospel message. After this the believers return to their own places.

Through this Street evangelism many have received the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal
Saviour. Many souls are added to the Church and many are healed and blessed. This ministry
is carried out by all the believers irrespective of age.

..
Reminiscing with photographs

Letangs Road Entrance ofJS Letangs Road
Entrance ofJS

1941 Jehovah Shammah Entrance

Registration

X. Reminiscing with photographs

.,And he said, Behold I make a covenant: before all thy people I wtll do
marvels, such as have not been done In all the earth, not In any nation:
and all the people among whtch thou art shill see the wortc of the Lord:
for It is a terrible thing that I will do with theen. (Exo. 34:10)
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HOLY CONVOCATION
(Coinciding with the Platinum Jubilee of The Church at Jehovah Shammah)

WILL BE HELD GOD WILLING AT

''JEHOVAH - SHAMMAH''
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Tel: 044·26411644
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THEME

llill\'... I was not disobedient unto t he
~- heavenly vision :"

(Act s 26: 19)

DAILY PROGRAMME
Morning Meetings 9:30 A.M.
Evening Meetings 6.30 P.M.
Other Meetings as the lord leads,
You 11rr cordially ln,·Utd to JUl('nd theu m('ttings, Attommodatlon wUI bt
Jlro.,·idt>d for those who come from out 1tatlom. They •tt rtqutttfd 10 bring
1hcir Bibles and btddinp. Mtu•gH will bt cranslaced froJD Ea&Utb to TlmJI.
Tt•lugu and Hindi If required.
Yours In Kls Sftvke

Elders - Jehovah Shammah

.. The fire shall ever be bu ming upon the altar; it shalt never ao d . (I.ft. 6:U)

75th Anniversary Photos

God's people love God's Word
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A View of the Congregation

Listening to God's Word

A Time of Consecration

Speakers Bro John Stuart, Bro. Prabhakar and
Bro. Thangavelu

X. Reminiscing with photographs

Music Team

Vegetable Cutting team

Cooking for Love Feast

Serving Food

Meetings - Love Feast

Love Feast
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Pandal Today

Bible chorus

Baptism

Laying on ofHands

Sisters Meeting

Sunday Class Rally

X. Reminiscing with photographs

Sis Jeba with Bro. and Sis. Phillip

-

Outreach Ministry

Ready for Procession on July 12

Bro. Bakht Singh and co worker

Bro. Phillip and Bro. George Mark

Bro. Bakht Singh praying at reception
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Bro. Maxwell and Sis. Glory with
Bro. Bakht Singh

Bro. Bakht Singh - love for
children

Bro. Bakht Singh with Bro. Galsworthy (right)

Bro. Moses (Best and Co)

Bro. John Rice and Bro. Bakht Singh
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Bro. Phillip Serving food

Large Scale Cooking at Convocations

Cooking Teamfew decades ago

Dedicated Workers

LtoR Sis. Sheeba. Sis Beatrice, Bro. Burma Joseph,
Bro. Solomon Gabriel, Bro. Emmanuel

Sis. Mary, Sis Rebecca, Bro. David, Bro. John and
Kurnool gods servant Bro. Prabhakar

172
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Sis. Dhairiabai and Sis Ruth

Sis. Gurupadam

Bro. Anandraj

Ministry in the Hills
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Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Psalms 133:1
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